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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devetor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
m a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
‘possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
‘application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations cen- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department. 


Arrangements are now in progress for the BRITISH 
INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, and a Supplement of the ‘‘Board 
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of Trade Journal’’ dated 8th May, 1919, gives detailed 
instructions to exhibitors. The Office dealing with Fair 
matters is at 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, 
S.W.1, to which address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Beard of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manutacturers at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 
Londen, E.C. 2. | 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over. 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 4, 
Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, S.W. 1. . 
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OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
‘they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
lt is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shovld communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
peg re and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 

ndadon, £.v\. a ! 





FORM K. 


H.M. Consular Offcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can te 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which include: the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
European references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘orm K’’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 

A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and Britis 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have theif 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to thos6 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with tha 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 


COAL. 


WEEKLY OUTPUT IN TONS. 

Provisional figures of the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during the four weeks ended 27th September are 
given below. 

An improvement in output of 31,060 tons i8 shown 
for the week ended 27th September. Both Durham 
and Yorkshire show considerable advances, though there 
was a drop of 30,000 tons in Scotland. 








District. 6th Sept. 13th Sept. 20th Sept. 27th Sept. 
Northumberland ...... 219,985 224 201 216,934 222 961 
I ac aera 615,276 €42.725 605,998 645,015 
Yorkshire ............. 687 ,609 676,012 661,905 712,547 
Lancashire, Cheshire 

and North Wales... 417,560 418,992 430,671 424,736 
Derby, Nottingham 

and Leicester ...... 567,931 550.781 561 .257 555 ,043 
Staffordshire, Shrop- 

shire, Warwick and . 

Worcester _......... 543,372 538,129 4357 262 525,355 
South Wales and 


922,652 $15,814 


Monmouthshire 


Other English  Dis- 


» Sea cipal 95.473 92630 96.067 94,672 
A. (29.665 625.159 617.582 587.313 
oe 4.509.863 4.489.816 4.450.308 4.481.434 


SUMMARY SINCE MAY 31 
The total production weekly of coal since 3lst May, 
i919, is given below :— 


Tons. 
May 3lst ... _ _ oo ... 4,812,595 
June 7th 1 644,034 
June 14th ... 3,256,508 
June 21st ... 4,736,841 
June 28th ... 4,806,933 
Juiy 5th... 4,728,588 
July 12th ... .796, 148 
July 19th 3,893,651 


2 537,954 


July 26th . 
3,614,776 


August 2nd 


August 9th 2,642,895 
August 16th 3,726,499 
August 23rd 3,989,762 
August 30th 4,354,983 
September 6th 4,509,863 
September 15th 4,489,816 
September 20th 4.450,308 

4,481,434 


September 27th 





PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTMENT. 


WORK OF THE COMMITTEES. 

During the past week the activities of the Profiteering 
Act Department have been considerably handicapped 
by the Railway Strike. On the Ist October an Order 
was made applying the Act to motor spirit used tor 
supplying motive power to vehicles, and on tie 2nd Oc- 
tober a second Order was made fixing maximum prices 
for motor spirit. 

The appointment of Local Comnm:ittees by Local Au- 
thorities is proceeding satisfactorily, and some 1,500 
Local Committees have now been appointed, some of 
which have actually started work, and in one case a 
retail tradesman is being prosecuted for profiteering. 

CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 

The first General Meeting of this Committee was held 
on the 30th September at the Hotel Windsor. Owing 
to the railway strike not mere than about fifty members 
were able to attend, and the same reason prevented the 
President of the Board of Trade from addressing the 
meeting, as had been arranged. In his absence the 





Chairman, Mr. C. A. McCurdy, K.C., M.P., made an 
explanatory speech describing the work which the Cen- 
tral Committee would be called upon to perform, and 
three Starding Committees were appointed to carry out 
these duties. 

Of these, the first. the Comnlaints Standing Com- 
mittee, which is to carry out the provisions of Section 














THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





1 (1) b. of the Profiteering Act, 1919, in respect of 
wholesale transactions, met again on the 3rd October 
and appointed a Sub-Committee of its members to in. 
vestigate complaints of profiteering, to decide whether 
there is or is not a prima facie case against the alleged 
profiteer, and in the former event to appoint Tribunals 
drawn from the Complaints Committee to hear and vive 
judgment on the complaints which have been made. 

The second Standing Committee, the Committee op 
Trusts, has already held a number of meetings and is 
conducting enquiries, as instructed in Section 3 of the 
Act, into the nature, extent and development of trusts 
and combines of various descriptions. This Committee 
has held a number of meetings since the passing of the 
Act, so that very little time has been lost in taking up 
the important question of investigation into Trusts and 
similar arrangements. 

The third of the Standing Committees, namely the 
Investigation of Prices Standing Committee, also met 
on the 3rd October, and appointed a small Costings Com. 
mittee to direct the activities of the larger body. Nearly 
twenty Investigation Sub-Committees have already been 
appointed to enquire into prices, costs and profits at all 
stages in respect of different articles of cammon use. 
among which may be mentioned men’s and women’s 
clothing, building materials of various description, and 
numerous household requisites. It is hoped that these 
Sub-Committees will be able to obtain quickly and pub. 
lish comparative costings in various standard lines for 
pre-war and present day conditions which should go far 
towards making clear to what extent high prices to-day 
represent unjustifiable profits. | 





THE EMERGENCY FUEL ORDERS, 
PARTIAL REVOCATION. 


The Board of Trade make the following announcement 
with regard to the effect of the termination of the strike 
on restrictions in the use of coal and coke, gas snd 
electricity. 

The Lighting, Heating and Power (Emergency) Order, 
1919, prohibiting display lighting, has been revoked. 

In view of the danger of a severe shortage of coal in 
the winter owing to the diminution of stocks during the 
strike, it is necessary to maintain for a short time the 
restrictions imposed by the Coal and Fuel (Emergenzy) 
Order, 1919, limiting deliveries of coal to 1 cewt. The 
Controller of Coal Mines will, however, authorise the 
relaxation of the restrictions in those districts in which, 
in his opinion, this may safely be done. 

The Gas and Coal (Kmergency) Order, 1919, which 
prescribes a maximum calorific value of 425 B.T.U. 
gross, and provides for the diminution of pressure in case 
of necessity, will also remain in operation. 

The embargo which Local Fuel Overseers were in- 
structed to place on 25 per cent. of all industrial stocks 
in their districts has been removed. 

The restriction on the export of petroleum and petro- 
leum products has been withdrawn. 








INDUSTRIE ASSURANCE FNQUIRY. 
The Board of Trade announce that the Public Enquiry 
was opened on Wednesday, 8th October, at 2 p.m. at 
the Hote] Windsor, Victoria Street, S.W.1. Sittings 
will be continued to-day, the 10th, 13th and 14th Oc- 
tober, from 10.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m., with an interval af 
1 o'clock each day 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


ENGINEERIS G PRODUCTS. 


INVESTIGATION OF MARKFTS IN CHILE, 
PERU AND BOLIVIA. 
The PDenartment of Overseas Trade (Develonment 
and Intelligence) ard the British Engineers’ Association 
will shortly despatch to Chile, Peru and Bolivia a joitt 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





investigator to ascertain the conditions and prospects 
for the sale of British engineering products in those mar- 
kets. ‘lhe cost of the investigation is being defrayed by 
the Association and His Majesty’s Gcvernment. The 
subjects to be covered by the investigator include im- 
ports, shipping methods, customs, tarifis, legislative 
regulations and restrictions, statistics and competition. 

The investigation will be pursued in the following 
directions :— 

(1) Civil engineering 

(2) Power plant and accessories. 

(3) Mining plant (not tools). 

(4) Plantation machinery: 

(1) Sugar; (2) Rubber; (3) Coffee; (4) other 
products, 

(5) Machine tools. 

(6) Vehicles (railway, road, water, air). 

(7) Electrical machinery and plant (not electrical 
accessories), 
Agricultural and 
ments). 

Firms who are not members ot the Eritish Engineers’ 
Association may participate in the enquiry on payment 
before the receipt of the first report of a fee of twenty 
suineas, provided they are british manufacturing engin- 
eers OF shipbuilders, or British manufacturers of articles 
necessary to engineering plant, or producers of raw ma- 
terials, or British companies, firms or individuals who, 
while not possessing works of their own, hold patents or 
other proprietary rights in engineering plant or acces- 
sories thereto and contract for the manufacture of their 
specialities with members of the British Engineers’ 
Association. 

Any communication relative to this investigation 
should be addressed to the Comptroller-General, Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 
4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, S.W.1, 
or the Secretary, British Engineers’ Association. 


dairy machinery (not imple- 


~~ 
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AUSTRIAN ENTERPRISE IN THE FAR EAST. 

An Austrian pamphlet, in English, and advertising 
a grinding machine, was recently received by a 
British consulting engineer in Bangkok from a well- 
known Austrian firm. It is of interest as showing that 
no time is being lost by ex-enemy firms in their attempt 
to enter the world’s markets once more. Pre-war trade 
with the Siamese market in this class of machinery 
was done for the most part with Germany and Austria, 
and strenucus efforts will no doubt be made by firms 
in the latter countries to regain the market. 

li British firms wish to maintain any trade which 
they may have captured in the Siamese market during 
the war, particularly in the above type of machinery, 
they will need therefore to be especially enterprising 
and watchful. A copy of the pamphlet describing the 
machine may be seen at. the Enquiry Room of the 
= of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 

.C.2. 





COMMERCIAL DIPLOMATIC APPOINTMENTS. 


In continuation of the lists of appointments in the 
new Commercial Diplomatic Service given in recent 
issues of the ‘‘Journal,’’ the following additional ap- 
pomtment is now announced :— 

Mr. Herbert Kershaw, Commercial Secretary (grade 
2), H.B.M. Embassy, Brussels. 

In 1908 Mr. Kershaw joined the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (then Commercial Intelligence Branch of Board 
of Trade), and held various appointments, including that 
of Chief Translator to the Board of Trade. 

In 1915 and 1916 he assisted in the administrative 
organisation of the British Industries Fairs. In the 
latter year he also organised the Enemy Samples Exhibi- 
tion in Birmingham, Manchester, Liverpool, Sheffield, 
Bristol, Dublin, and also in Canada. 

In 1916 and 1917 he was special representative of the 
Board of Trade at the Lyons Industrial Fair, and in 1918 
visited the Dutch National Fair at Utrecht. 

Latterly he has been working in the Beleian Section of 
the Department of Overseas Trode and assisting the 
Rt. Hon. Herbert Samuel in Belgium in connection with 
the British Special Commission to that country. 


——— 
_ 
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Special Articles. 





LORRAINE AND THE SAAR VALLEY. 


REPORT UPON THE STEEL WORKS. 

In the spring of this year a Commission, appointed 
by the Minister of Munitions, visited the steel works 
districts of Lorraine and the Saar Valley’ to report, 
among other things, upon the present conditions of the 
plant and machinery and the future prospects of these 
areas. Sir William J. Jones was in charge of the Com- 
mission, which consisted of three representatives of 
prominent british steel works. The lrench military 
and civil authorities gave every assistance to the Com- 
mission, 

Their Report, which has resulted from this visit of 
inquiry, is largely technical, and much of it is neces- 
sarily confidential. The Commissioners examined 
closely the equipment of the steel works and their 
methods of working. Put though much of the Report 
is technical, there are certain genera! features of con- 
siderable commercial interest. It is with these that we 
deal here. 





CONDITIONS DURING THE WAR. 

From all that could be learned, the iron and steel 
works in the Saar Valley have worked at high pressure 
throughout the war, and the number ot men employed 
was generally considerably greater than before or after 
hostilities. In Lorraine, however, the iron and steel 
works suffered severely from shortage of fuel, especially 
during the later period of the war. Many times the 
blast furnaces have been damped down, and the steel 
works closed entirely for several weeks on end, owing 
to the inability of the Germans to send the coal and 
furnace coke required. .There were, at this time, diffi- 
culties of transport caused by military exigencies, 
coupled with the bad condition of the railway systems 
and rolling stock in Germany. Some of the Irenzh- 
owned works in Lorraine were kept at work by the Ger- 
mans; others just within the French border (e.g., Joeuf 
and Homecourt) have been idle since the beginning of 
the war, although the Germans made an effort to re- 
start them. They apparently gave up the attempt, 
stole from the French works the bulk of the plant, tools, 
buildings, and stores, and destroyed the remainder. 
The stolen plant, etc., was installed in German-owned 
works in Lorraine, which were kept going as far as ever 
possible. The Germans also sent a large portion of the 
Homecourt works’ plant to Thyssen’s works at Bruck- 
hausen. 

SHORTAGE OF LUBRICANTS. 

Towards the end of the war the difficulties already 
named due to fuel shortage were accentuated by the 
absence of lubricants, and there is considerable evidence 
of machinery having become seriously damaged, and 
finally rendered inoperative in some cases, by lack of 
lubrication. This condition of affairs obtained not in 
Lorraine alone, but also in the German works situated 
in the Saar Valley. 


MANGANESE SUBSTITUTES. 


There was undoubtedly a great shortage of manganese 
during the later period of the ‘war, and its allocation to 
the different steel works, and for specific purposes, was 
in the hands of a Commission specially appointed by 
Germany. | 

As a substitute calcium carbide was tried, in con- 
junction with reduced quantities of manganese, and 
used for some time. There was a consensus of 
opinion expressed to the Commission that it gave very 
bad results, and that about 30 per cent. of the steel so 
produced was scrap—the tops of the ingots being very 
unsound, and the waste in the mills much higher than 
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usual, especially in shell steel. At only one works 
(Volklingen) was it stated by the management that cal- 
cium carbide had been used at all satisfactorily. Pow- 
dered anthracite was tried for deoxidising purposes 
the same wav as calcium carbide, but was not a suc- 
cess. 
DAMAGE FROM Bomgs 

The damage suffered by the various steel works during 
the war from bombing was comparatively insignificant. 
In Lorraine the works at Hagondange received 400 
bombs, and 150 bombs were dropped on De Wendel's 
works at Hayange, but the total damage was estimated 
at not more than about £5,000. The loss of life was 
comparatively slight. The same may be said of the 
Saar Valley works. In one of these it was noted that 
great precautions had been taken to prevent damage to 
the generators by providing very thick ferro-concret 
protections. 


PRESENT CONDITIONS. 

At the time of the Commissioners’ visit none of the 
blast furnace plants were in anything like full opera- 
tion. As the steel works are dependent in all cases 
upon hot blast furnace metal these works in their turn 
were also only in partial operation, Bessemer shops, 
open hearth shops, and rolling mills all being on short 
output, for lack of iron. The cause of all this restric- 
tion, is the acute need of furnace coke. 

GERMAN FaILuRE To Suppiy CoKF. 

The Germans have failed to carry out thew obliga- 
tions under the terms of the Armistice to supply a 
specified quantity per diem of suitable coke, and this 
was the immediate cause of the whole of the works in 
Lorraine being rendered only very partially operative. 
It is interesting to record that there are 68 blast fur- 
naces in the Province of Lorraine, and of these about 
60 were found to be in good condition at the date of 
the Armistice, but only five were then in blast. The 
French authorities have had as many as 27 or 28 in 
blast at one time since they recovered Lorraine; at the 
time of the Commissioners’ visit the number was less 
than this, and owing to the shortage of coke those fur- 
naces which were in blast were working slow, with out- 
put of pig iron below their normal. Under the terms of 
the Armistice the German Government engaged to de- 
liver 13,700 tons per day of suitable furnace coke, which 
obligation they have never fulfilled. During November 
and December, 1918, very little furnace coke was sup- 
plied; from 6th January, 1919, to 6th February, 1919. 
the average deliveries were between 5,000 and 
6,000 tons per day; from early February to the end of 
March the average daily deliveries fell to between 2,000 
and 3,000 tons; since the end of March up to the time 
of the Commissioners’ visit the quantity delivered had 
been negligible. At that date only about 500,000 tons 
of coke had been received in Lorraine from Germany, 
instead of well over 1,500,000 tons due to have been de- 
livered, or, roughly, one-third. Efforts were being 
made by the French officials to obtain furnace coke from 
Belgium. The minimum tonnage required daily to 
keep the 60 furnaces in blast in the Lorraine district. is 
between 12,000 and 13,000 tons. 


THE CoKE DIFFICULTY. 


Only one coke oven plant was seen in the Lorraine 
urea, viz., at Moyeuvres works of Messrs. De Wenzel, 
where there are 105 Koppers’ ovens installed, for pro- 
ducing coke for their own needs. Here is used in the 
ovens about 75 per cent. of Saar coal (from their Petit 
Rosselle Mine in Lorraine), a continuation of the Saar 
coalfield), and about 25 per cent. of Westphalian coal; 
it makes a coke which can be used in the blast furnaces 
at these works, but cannot stand transportation, being 
too friable. Some of the coke which was seen appeared 
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to be quite as good as that produced in Great Britaiy 
for furnace purposes. It is generally agreed that it jg 
necessary to add a minimum of about 20 per cent. of 
Westphalian coal to the Saar coal, as the local produce 
alone is not a strongly coking coal and is unsuitable 
for transportation. This was confirmed by observations 
at the steel works in the Saar Valley, where there are 
many coke oven installations following the same prag. 
tice, although coke was being made in one works (Neun. 
kirchen) from Saar coal alone. 
Buast FURNACES. 





The blast furnaces in Lorraine are, in mivst cases, well 
laid out for the production in bulk of basic pig iron from 
the phosphoric iron ores of the district. In nearly aj 
cases a basic Bessemer steel works is attached, the 
necessary power for running the works and plant being 
obtained from the blast furnace gas. Where no steel 
works is at present established in connection with 4 
blast furnace imstallation (Uckange, Maizieres, and 
Carlshutte) the surplus gas is used in large gas engines 
for supplying power to Metz and the villages in the dis. 
trict. As a matter of fact the Germans contemplated 
the erection of steel works at Uckange and at Carlshutte 
(both being German-owned betore the Armistice). The 
creat and successful development in manufacture and 
running of large gas engines on low-power gas enables 
complete utilisation of the blast furnace gas t0 be 
effected. After rough cleaning part of the gas is used 
in the heating stoves of the blast furnaces (in no case 
vas dirty gas being used for the stoves), and unde 
steam boilers, the remainder, after further cleaning, 
being used for driving the large gas engines installed for 
blowing purposes (chiefly of the Kiein type, two cycle) 
and for power generation (Thyssen, Erhardt and Sehmer, 
Nurnberg, and Societe Alsacienue types, four cycle). 
The former gas serves the blast furnaces and the basic 
steel converters, and the latter gas provides the power 
for the rolling mills, cranes and plant generally. Steam 
engines are seldom seen, except in connection with the 
cegging and heavy section mills; where they are used, 
however, the surplus blast furnace gas is generally 
utilised to generate the steam in the boilers which are 
installed in connection with these rolling mill engines. 
In a few instances hand-fired Lancashire boilers were 
seen. 

Some of the later plants installed have electric drives 
throughout all their rolling mills; where this is the 
case it appears to be a common practice to run one or 
more steam turbo generators parallel with the gas 
engines for generation of power, on account of the 
greater flexibility of the turbine, and its capability for 
taking varying peak loads more readily. At Hagon- 
dange 36°5 per cent. of the total generating capacity 
installed was by turbo-generator, a fact interesting in 
itself and tending to confirm the opinions expressed at 
oth«r works visited that electric driving of large revers- 
ing mills (particularly cogging mills) is not so economical 
in practice as in theory. It will be seen from the details 
furnished regarding the different works visited that the 
pig iron produced is nearly all for basic steel making; 
very little foundry iron is made, by comparison with 
the tonnage of basic pig iron produced. 

THe STEEL Works. 

Generally speaking, the steel works are stated to be 
well laid out and designed for cheap production of 
ordiary merchant steel in large quantities. There are 
but few works equipped for the production of steel of 
special qualities, and in such the plant installed is 
a comparatively small scale. The iron ore is all ob- 
tained from the Lorraine deposits. In Lorraine most 
of the works own their own mines. The distance be- 
tween the iron and steel works and the mines varies, 
but in no case exceeds 18 kilometres. Some few of the 
works have the mines on the iron and steel works’ site 
itself. 

The method of transport is generally by means o 
aerial] ropeway: in a few cases it is brought by electric 
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or steam locomotives to the storage bunkers. Materials 
are delivered to the furnace top with a minimum ot 
handling. The modern plants are provided with 
“Pohlig’’ hoists, or a modification of this system. 

The average cost of the ore to-day delivered into the 
blast furnaces in Lorraine is just about 8 to 9 francs 
—_—  . w | 

The Commission was much impressed by the splen- 
did stock yards at most of the mills. It would seem to 
be the common practice to carry very large stocks of 
all sections rolled. These stock yards are generally 
roofed over, arranged with labelled racks and stands, 
and equipped with fast running lifting and traversing 
electric cranes. All the material is cold straightened 
before being placed into stock, no extra charge being 
made for this service. Apparently the steel works 
execute from stock a large number of orders which they 
receive, by this means ensuring prompt delivery to their 
eustomer and eliminating the merchant. Acting as 
their own warehousemen, they can readily execute 
orders for any number of sizes, presumably securing to 
themselves the merchant’s profits. In this country 
steel making and stock holding are separate businesses ; 
in Lorraine especially they are carried on by the same 
concern, and, judging from the large stocks held, the 
combination would appear to be regarded as profitable 

FRENCH AND GERMAN IRON RESOURCEs. 

It would appear that France’s gteat acquisition of 
further supplies of ore will enable her to develop her 
future trade at the expense of Germany. She should 
be able to produce about 11,000,000 tons of pig iron per 
annum with an equivalent in steel, to dispose of in com- 
petition with other countries. Before the war the re- 
sources of Germany of iron ore were approximately 
3,600,000,000 tons, and those of France 3,300,000,000. 
The relative positions after the war are approximately :— 


Tons. 
SE ccc knwuinnca asnuns about 1,300,000 ,000 
sales ob cathtbauesis 3,500,000 ,000 
Annual production before the war.—1913:— 
Tons. 
RS uc ee duck cuucadones about 27,000,000 
I fee ie ee cll 21,000,000) 
Estimated annual production after the war :— 
Tons. 
Germany ..... about 7,000,000 
Ee ree 42,000,000 


It would appear that, outside France, Germany can 
only expect to obtain ore from Sweden or Spain, but 
as both these countries are actively developing their 
steel industries they will probably not have very much 
to spare. ; 

THe FueL PRoBLEM. 

France's pre-war production was about 40,000,000 
tons of coal, but her consumption was about 60,000,000 
tons, the additional 20,000,000 tons being obtained from 
Great Pritain, Belgium and Germany. The control by 

ance of the coal in the Saar Valley area is estimated 
to enable her to produce twice the tonnage formerly 
obtained from the Valenciennes district. Before the 
war the Saar coalfields produced 17,000,000 tons an- 
nually. But the ideal of the French iron and steel 
makers in the Lorraine area at the present time is that 
means should be devised whereby a reciprocal business 
may be done with Great Britain, by their supplying us 
with basic pig iron while we supply them with furnace 
ke or coking coal. If the anticipated output of cven 
coke in this country is realised Great Britain should 
ave some to spare, but the difficulties of transport, 
transhipment, ete., and the resultant breakage are 
‘rious factors to be considered. Possibly the solution 
of the present problem may be found in the erection of 
coke ovens in Lorraine close to the furnaces, and the 
production of coke on the spot from a mixture of Saar 
we and Durham coking coal. The supply of the 

utham coal cannot take place until better and cheaper 
means of transport are available. 
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_TRADE AND INDUSTRIES OF SOUTH 
AFRICA. 


H.M TRADE COMMISSIONER’S REPORT 
FOR 1918. 

Quite apart from its association with the war period, 
the year 1918 was eventful and full of significance for 
the people in South Africa. The further curtailmeat 
of shipping facilities threw the Union more and more 
upon her own resources, with the result that there was 
a marked increase in the development of agriculture and 
internal industries. Again, the seasons were good on 
the whole, and a large measure of prosperity was en- 
ioyed by all producers, with the exception of those as- 
sociated with the overseas trade in fruit and ostrich 
feathers. H.M. Trade Commissioner’s Report (Cmd. 
357, price 6d.), published to-day, is therefore a record 
of progress in domestic industries and of profit in the 
export trade. 

War conditions also enabled South Africa to develop 
x» considerable trade with the South-West Protectorate, 
East Africa and other territories to the north of the 
Zambesi. 

A feature of the Report is the growth of foreign com- 
petition—more especially the competition of the United 
States of America and Japan—due, in the main, to the 
restrictions in the United Kingdom. EPefore the war, 
cheapness rather than quality was the distinguishing 
feature of the trade with South Africa, but the greater 
prosperity of recent years has created a demand for 
better class articles by both the European and native 
populations, which is calculated to have an important 
hearing upon future requirements. 








IMPORT TRADE. 


The total value of imports into the Union, exclusive 
of specie, during the twelve months ended 31st Decem- 
ber, was £49,487,168, as compared with £36,476,238 
for the year 1917. These totals were made up as fol- 








lows :— 
Imports. 1917. 1918. Increase. 
£ £ £ 
Ordinary merchandise 34,750,782 47,397,389 12,646,607 
Government stores 1,725,456 2,089,779 364,323 
Totals 36,476,238 49,487,168 13,010,930 
[n point of value the imports constitute a record, 


and the increase over 1917 approximates to no less 
than one-third of the total imports for 1913. It must, 
however, be borne in mind that the prices of com- 
modities increased very considerably during the last 
few years, and it is estimated that the average cost of 
each ton of goods landed in 1918 was £42, as against 
an average cost of £25 in the previous year. 

The total value of merchandise imported during the 
last nine years was as follows:— 


Years. Value. Years. 


1916...38,759,262 
1917...34,750,782 
1918.. 47,397,389 


Years. Value. Value. 
£ 
1910...34,007,178 
1911...34,945,447 
1912...36,009,841 


1913...38,526,381 
1914. ..31,322,590 
1915...29,208,899 


CHIEF INCREASES. 


Foremost amongst the recent increases was cotton 
piece-goods, which rose in value from £3,177,413 in 1917 
to £8,586,596 in 1918. Cotton blankets and rugs in- 
ereased in value from £679,314 in 1917 to £1,482,970 in 
1918. Apparel and slops increased in value by £678,540 
and cotton hosiery by £635,873. Other outstanding in- 
ereases included drugs, chemicals and apothecary-ware 
(£254,000), and sugar (£129,000). The quantity of 
sugar imported in 1918 was over 17,000,000 Ib. greater 
than that imported in 1917. 

There was a further decline in the value of the im- 
ports of foodstuffs, and, with the continued develop- 
ment of local production, the Union will become increas- 
ingly independent of external supplies. Other decreases 
in the value of imports, as compared with the year 1917, 
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include electrical and mining machinery, motor cars 


and parts thereof, and mineral oils. 
SOURCES OF Imports. 


The imports from the United Kingdom amounted in 
value to £25,662,276 in 1918, as compared with 
£18,230,400 during the previous year, but the increase 
was due principally to the enormous rise in the value of 
cotton piece goods. 

The average of the yearly contributions by the United 
Kingdom to the total value of the imports into the Union 
during the last three years was 55-1 per cent., as compared 
with an average of 56°8 per cent. for the three years im- 
mediately preceding the war. But during the period of 
the war the competition of Germany (whose trade during 
the three pre-war years showed a yearly average of 9-2 
per cent. to the total value of the imports) was eliminated. 
so that the actual position of the United Kingdom during 
the last three years as compared with the three pre-war 
years was less satisfactory than the comparative percentages 
denote. On the other hand, it is remarkable, in view of 
the restrictions placed upon the manufacture and exporta- 
tion of many articles, that the United Kingdom has suc- 
ceeded in retaining so large a share of the trade. 

A comparison of the average yearly value of the total 
trade of other British Possessions for the same years shows 
that there was an increase in the percentage to the total 
imports of 2:4 per cent. during the last three war years. 
The increase was, however, due almost entirely to the 
increase in the average yearly value of the import trade 
with India, and, to a lesser extent, to the increase in the 
value of the import trade with Canada. On the other 
hand, there was a considerable falling off in the value of 
the import trade with Australia, for which the inadequate 
shipping facilities between the Commonwealth and South 
Africa were mainly responsible 

If the comparison is applied to the value of the import 
trade of the Union with foreign countries collectively, the 
difference in the average value over the two periods is too 
slight to be worthy of mention. But if these foreign 
countries are dealt with separately the altered conditions 
are impressive. Trade with Germany was, of course, dis- 
continued, and the value of the trade with Holland was 
materially reduced. On the other hand, the position of 
Sweden improved, and whilst the value of the imports from 
the United States of America has increased twofold, the 
value of the imports from Japan increased tenfold. But 
having regard to the small pre-war trade with Japan 
(which only showed an average 0°3 per cent. of the value 
of the total imports as compared with 8-9 per cent.—which 
represented the proportion of the imports drawn from the 
United States), it will be seen that the competition of 
America with the United Kingdom has been far more severe 
than that of any other country. 

New CoMPETITION. 

Competition between the United Kingdom, the United 
States of America and Germany was keenest. before the 
war in hardware, machinery, and other iron and steel 
manufactures, and the extent to which the positions 
have been affected by war conditions is shown in an 
Appendix to the Report. 

The following is a list of the principal articles, in ad- 
dition to the articles mentioned in the previous para- 
graph, in respect of which either new competition has 
been introduced during the war by the countries named 
or the pre-war competition of these countries has been 
accentuated during hostilities, viz. :— 


United Other 
Principal Articles. States. Japan. Countries. 

Iron 7, a ~e 

Bar, Bolt and Ro “am 

Pipes, Piping and Fittings... j USA. — Canada. 

Hollow Steel .. i 7" m a Sweden. 

Plate and Shect, Rolled mn 

Steel Reinforcement for Con- i. -- — 

crete .. “~ om ee 

Railway Material (Government) :— 

Locomotives ne m. ie - — — 

Rails sian sai si a e — Argentine. 
Fencing Standards $3 se ) 
Bolts, Nuts and Rivets .. os - — Canada. 
Horse Shoes iv. 4 
Electrical Materia! - a i Japan -— 
Electrical Fittings - — * Holland. 
Enamelware <n ore ae nm ee any 

Sweden. 

Copper Manufactures... - } a 
Brass Manufactures a se > 
Motor Cars aid Parts .. <a a —_ 
Moto: Bicycle . j ” 


a 
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United Other 
Principal Articlos. States. Japan. Countries. 
Instruments, Mathematical and- 
Scientific - - a Japan —- 
Apparel and Slops ‘“ wa 
Cotton Piece-goods - .. USA. 7 India. 
Cotton Blankets and Rugs - -— ” India and 
: ; . Holland. 
Cotton Shawls and Shawling .. one . ions 
Cotton Hosiery .. , U.S.A. i _ 


Woollen Cloth and Piece-goods ne 
Woollen Blankets and Rugs oe . — 
Silk Piece-goods Ke 


Silk Hoisery ‘i ~ BBA. - — 
Linen Manufactures - -. 
Gloves and Mittens eo | ~- , — 
Hats and Caps, other than Straw } 


Leather... sa ~~ SBA. _— 


+ Argentine. 
Leather Manufactures .. a — 


Japan ~ 
Boots and Shoes (Men’s) U.S.A. Argentine, 

- a (Women’s) »<? ty. 

“ me (Children’s) ~— _ Switzerland 
Glass Bottles and Jars .. én — Japan — 
Plate Glass U.S.A. — — 
Window Glass - . Japan ~~ 
Glassware Generally i i — ' Holland. 
Karthenware and China .. or — eis 
Brushware .. a is oe _ Canada. 
Drugs and Chemicals i _ —_ Canada and 

Australia 
Toys ” ““ “s ee U.S.A. - —- 
Fancy Goods pie - - — es —— 
Stationery .. “i és -» U.S.A. | a 
Beads fas - Ka se — France. 
Cordage and Rope $e -- | — 
Binding Twine and Harvest Yarn { om TF Australia. 
Perfumery .. - xs - U.S.A. — France. 
Corks and Bungs i s* ” — Portugal. 
6 
Clocks and Watches - _ —- Switzerland 
and Japan 
Paper, Wrapping .. ss . “ -— Canada, 
Sweden, 
and Nor- 
way. 
Paper, Printing .. ‘“ os — Sweden & 
Norway. 
ils, Linseed - ‘a o* ™ — Canada, 
India & 
Argentine 
Confectionery, Fancy .. | _ 
Starch ee “ | ‘ . 
Paints and Colours Canada. 
Varnishes .. Se ws 7 -— — - 
Glue.. - - - - -— ~— Argentina 
& Brazil. 
Milk, Condensed U.S.A. — — 


CAUSES OF INCREASED FOREIGN COMPETITION. 


The restrictions placed upon the manufacture and export 
of certain articles, hitherto supplied by the United King- 
dom, and the resultant diminution of British trade with 
South Africa, are mainly responsible for the increase in 
trade with the United States of America and Japan during 
the war. Japanese imports into this country received a 
large measure of support as a consequence of the inclusion 
of the Cape Ports in the itinerary of the ports of call for 
Japanese steamers. So far as America and Canada are 
concerned, neither of these countries has received en- 
couragement from special banking, steamship, or distribut- 
ing facilities. As a matter of fact, freights from the 
United Kingdom have been cheaper than from either of the 
countries named. In the case of America, the demand for 
cash for goods on delivery at the wharf, without guarantee 
of freight, compelled importers of American goods to lay 
out capital without any guarantee of receiving the goods, 
and this arrangement constituted a restraint on American 
trade. 

Future DEMAND FoR IMPoRTED Goops. 


Generally speaking, the future demand for imported goods 
is not likely to be reduced, owing to increase of price, 
except in the case of articles which are manufactured 
locally. The spending power of the country has increased 
very considerably during the war, consequent upon the high 
prices which have been obtained for South African products. 
Provided the price of wool, meat, grain and other products 
is maintained on a high level, the purchasing power of the 
country will be greater than during the pre-war period. 
The opinion is held that every effort will be made to outem, 
regardless of cost, raw materials and finished products use 
in the process of local manufacture. 

The demand for iron and steel manufactures will not be 
affected by the increase in price as the requirements for 
development and renovation purposes are —— 
Machinery of every description is urgently needed, includ- 
ing agricultural machinery which is required to keep pace 
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with agricultural developments. Stocks of agricultural im- 
plements and hardware are practically depleted and must 
be renewed as soon as possible. Stocks of electrical goods 
will have to be replenished, as the restrictions during the 
war have rendered such articles almost unprocurable. The 
immediate demand for cotton textiles will probably be 
reduced from ‘the pre-war level owing to the excessive im- 
portations by commercial speculators prior to the signing 
of the Armistice. 

There is one want which cannot be filled at present prices, 
and that is the volume of trade for the natives in the up- 
country districts. In cases where prices have advanced (as 
in the case of cotton blankets) some 200 to 300 per cent., it 
naturally follows that purchases will be made with greatec 
caution, more especially when it is borne in mind that the 
increases in the rate of wages for natives have been very 
limited, and, consequently, the spending power of the 
native population has been greatly reduced. 

As regards municipal stocks, the immediate tuture demané 
is not likely to be very materially reduced from the norma, 
pre-war volume, as municipal requirements are chiefly i 
the nature of essentials. The development of the various 
commercial centres and the growth of industries is pro- 
ceding so rapidly that a progressive increase in municipal 
undertakings is expected. Many important schemes have 
been held in abeyance during the war, but cannot be post- 
poned indefinitely. It would seem, therefore, that municipal 
requirements wili far exceed those of pre-war days. 

It is improbable that the future demand by the railways 
and harbours will be reduced from the normal pre-war 
volume owing to increase of prices, as stocks are low and 
will have to be increased in order to maintain a reasonable 
quantity of essential items for ordinary working purposes. 

The same remark holds true with regard to tramway 
material which 1s necessary for the upkeep of the system 
and is not governed by sales. 

There is no likelihood of enhanced prices reducing the 
future demands of the Department of Posts and Telegraphs. 
As the Department has the exclusive privilege of construct- 
ng and maintaining the telegraph and telephone systems 
of the Union, it is under a moral cbligation to meet the 
requirements of the public in this regard. The marked 
activity in all branches of commercial, industrial, and agri- 
cultural life throughout the Union now prevailing, will 
result in demands for extended improved telegraph and 
telephone facilities, which will tax the Department’s 
resources to the utmost. 


EXPORT TRADE. 
The value of the exports of South African products 


(excluding gold) for the undermentioned years was as 
follows :— 


1913 1917 1918 
£26 ,426,246 £25,791 ,923 £28 912,736 
These amounts include the export of diamonds, 


valued at £12,016,525 in 1913, £6,097,006 in 1917, and 
£7,063,043 in 1918, and also the exports of coal to the 
value of £337,457, £320,801, and £1,033,064 in each 
ot those years, respectively. Full details of the quan- 
tity and value of domestic exports are given in an Ap- 
pendix, which shows that during the war the exports of 
some of the principal products increased in point of 
quantity, as well as in point of value. 

In the case of wool, the exports in 1918 were reduced is, 

quantity, but owing to the high prices ruling the value cf 
the exports showed a marked increase. 
_The exports of the following articles were also reduced 
in quantity as compared with the pre-war period, viz., 
hides and skins, wattle bark and extract, ostrich feathers, 
whale oil and fresh fruit. 

The Union has also exported to the United States during 
recent years, large quantities of copper, chrome ore, hides, 
wattle bark, and wool. 

Exports of South African products to Australia include 

maize, tobacco, tinned fish, and wattle bark. 
Many new markets for South African coal have been 
found during the war, mainly through the agency of 
Admiralty vessels, and there is reason for anticipating 
further demand abroad from places hitherto unacquainted 
with the merits of the South African product. 


DESTINATIONS OF EXvortTs. 


The destinations of exports of South African produce 
‘excluding raw gold) during the vear 1918 and the year 
1913 were as follows :— 
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Exports of 
South African Produce. 


Destination. Years. Value. Per Cent. 
— mm , 1918 15,431,665 53°4 
United Kingdom ............ i 1913 21240175 80-3 

at _ ‘ 1918 3,280,194 11-3 
British Possessions sbasnnee* | 1913 1 9213 150 4:5 
Foreign Countries. ........ | aac ene aaa 








5 
1918 28,912,736 100 


RR adie ook a 1913 26 426,246 100 








Foreign countries (notably the United States) have im- 
ported a large quantity of South African produce which 
was formerly destined for the United Kingdom. Exports 
to the United States during 1918 were valued at £5,988,380 
as compared with a value of £536,217 for 1913. Canada 
purchased South African products to the value of £231,721 
in 1918, as against £18,732 in 1913. 

Woot. 

The chief export from this area which has been diverted 
into new channels during the war is wool, and the principal 
new destination has been Japan. Before the war the 
quantities of South African wool retained for consumption 
by the undermentioned countries were approximately as 
follows, viz. :— 

United Kingdom, 25 per cent. 

france and Belgium, 25 per cent. 

Germany, 50 per cent. 
Before the war the quantity of South African woo! shipped 
to the United Kingdom was about three times the quantity 
of such wool retained for consumption in the latter country. 
About two-thirds of the quantity shipped to the United 
Kingdom was subsequently re-exported to Continental 
countries. 

Apart from wool Japan has provided a new market for 
asbestos, copper, scrap materials, tin concentrates, and 
wattle bark. 

The Report is supplemented by the Reports of the 
imperial Trade Correspondents at Bloemfontein, Bula- 
wayo and Durban, and by articles dealing with the trade 
of the Union with British India, afforestation and agri- 
culture, Certain statistical tables are also appended. 


_ 
<< 


Notes on Trade 


[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any e«cplanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,’’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. ] 











INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY REGULATIONS 
IN SPAIN. 

The Spanish Ministry of Public Works, by a Royal 
Order dated 23rd September, 1914, decided that during 
the war all regulations relating to industrial property 
which either stayed all proceedings in any matter, or 
determined the time for the expiration or cancellation 
of rights, were to be suspended where they concerned 
individuals or firms having a domicile outside Spain. 
Further, a Decree, dated 25th February, 1916, exten:led, 
until a date to be fixed after the termination of the war, 
the time for establishing the right of priority in respect 
of patents in regard to which such time had not fallen 
due before 3lst July, 1914. 

A new Decree just published in the ‘‘Gaceta de 
Madrid’’ of 16th September, fixes 31st December next 
as the date for the expiration of the suspensions referred 
to above. ‘The payment of the relative annual and five- 
yearly fees may be made by the end of the current y: ar 
without any additional charge, or with the surcharges 
established by law, up to 3lst March, 1920. This con- 
cession will be granted to all those countries according 
reciproca: treatment to Spain. 





SOUTH AFRICAN TRADE AND BRITISH PRICES. 


According to the general press of South Africa, there 
is apparently still need to impress upon British com- 
mercial interests the necessity for a plentiful supply 
of trade literature throughout South Africa. Reports 
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continue to be received that American trade literature 
is finding its way in great quantity to business houses 
and libraries there. 

British manufacturers and merchants should send 
their publications to the commercial reference libraries 
of H.M. Trade Commissioners, and to those of the 
various public bodies and trade organisations in the 
Union likely to be interested. An active campaign in 
this matter, states H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner, 
would have beneficial results. 

CHEAPER GooDS DEMANDED. 

Last year the Union bought over £25,000,000 worth 
of goods from the United Kingdom, but complaint is 
rife that Lritish prices are too high, and seem to be 
still rising. Articles in the newspapers state that the 
South African wants to trade with the United Kingdom, 
but he simply cannot afford to pay present prices, and 
if the British manufacturer is to retain South African 
trade, he must reduce his prices. It is felt that unless 
he does so he shall not have a chance against other 
countries which are competing for the market. 





THE AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF COMMERCE 
AND INDUSTRY. 

A vigorous policy of trade reconstructica and exploit- 
ation of new markets has been commenced by the Com- 
monwealth Government of Australia. To this end a 
Bureau of Commerce and Industry has been created, 
whose functions are to stimulate home trade by promot- 
ing and encouraging the organisation of primary and 
secondary industries, and to assist them in finding « pen- 
ings overseas for surplus commodities. The activities 
of the Bureau, however, will not be limited to these 
duties, and it is an essential part of the scheme which 
has been designed to arouse a wide interest in 
Australian development and so attract the investment 
of capital. With this object in view an Inquiry Branch 
is being made a prominent feature of the Bureau organ- 
isation, and it will be extended so as to form a channe! 
for tlfe distribution of information to persons carrying 
ou trade within Australia regarding markets and general 
commercial conditions in other countries, and as regards 
persons in other countries, it will be the source from 
which will emanate facts and figures relating to 
Australian manufactures and industry generally.  Al- 
ready this work has been taken in hand, and by estab- 
lishing close contact with manufacturers’ organisations 
and other trade organisations it is in a position to give 
more than meagre statistical data about existing indus- 
tries and possibilities of trade expansion. ‘The Director 
invites those who are considering the question of stabil- 
ising new industries in Australia, and who are desirous 
of obtaining closer knowledge of the prospects and con- 
ditions existing in Australia, to write direct to the 
Bureau at Melbourne. 





RATES OF EXCHANGE AT REVAL. 
A telegram received from His Majesty's Consul- 
General at Reval gives the rates of exchange for £1 
sterling in Reval on 30th September, as follows :— 


121 Ostmarks. 

98.35 Reichmarks. 
17.10 Swedish Krone. 
19.20 Danish Kone. 
1.20 U.S. Dollar. 
10.75 Dutch florins. 
34.70 French francs. 


236 Esthonian marks. 
86.75 Finnish marks. 
143.05 Romanoff roubles 
(high values). 
Romanoff roubles 
(low values). 
337.15 Duma roubles. 


174.84) 





GERMAN-FINNISH TRADE. 

A German-Finnish Association has recently been 
formed in Berlin under the title ‘‘Deutsche-Finnische 
Verein zur Pflege und Ferdening der Gegenseitigen 
Handelsbeziehung,’’ in order to further economic rela- 
tions between Germany and Finland, which relations, 
it is stated, could not be suitably maintained by the 
existing Finnish section of the German Russian Associa- 
tion. The new association will have at its disposal the 
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experience gained by the old Finnish Section ot the 
German Russian Association. The members of the 
German Russian Association also become members of 
the German Finnish Association. The latter concern, 
therefore, includes already in its membership nearly 
1,000 registered firms, about 100 trade corporations, and 
a Finnish Chamber of Commerce. The Association hag 
an organ of its own. which is supplied to all members 





UNITED STATES PARCEL POST CONVENTION 
WITH SPAIN. | 

The United States Post Office Department has com. 
pleted a parcel post convention with Spain. The ex. 
change of parcel post began on Ist September, pencing 
the final ratification of the treaty between the two coun. 
tries. This treaty, it is stated, includes parcel Lost 
service to the Balearic and Canary Islands, and Spanish 
North Africa. The weight limit is to be eleven pounds, 
ani cach parcel must be accompanied by three custoins 
declarations, form 2966, when destined for Spain, and 
two customs declarations when destined for the Balearic 
uw Canary Islands or Spanish North Africa. The post- 
age rate is to be twelve cents a pound or fraction cf a 
pound, but when the parcels are destined for the Balzarie 
Islands or the Northern African Possessions, each yar. 
cel must pre-pay in addition a five-cent postage stamp 
for transit charge; and when destined for the Canary 
Islanas, ten cents. 

The great obstacle hitherto in the way of a pareel 
post treaty between America and Spain has apparently 
been the arrangement in regard to paying the return 
postage on unclaimed parcels. It is now provided that 
in ease of non-delivery of a parcel, or of its refusal by 
the addressee, the sender will be consulted with respect 
to its disposition, and in case no reply is received by 
the administration concerned within a period oi two 
mont: of date of the notice of non-delivery, the purce 
will be returned to the country of origin, and all charges 
acerumg must be paid by the sender upon its retura to 
him. The treaty, it is stated, does not provide for the 
reeistretion of parcels. 


’ 





—— 


INSURANCE IN PERU. 

For the guidance of British insurance interests, H.M. 
Commercial Secretary at Lima writes that insurance 
companies doing business in Peru are required to invest 
a minimum capital of £20,000 in the country, of which 
50 per cent. must be in real estate or buildings in the 
Republic, inseribed in the Register of Municipal Pro- 
perty, and the other 50 per cent. in Government or 
Municipal bonds or in shares in companies formed under 
Peruvian law, or in cash. 

A tax, known as Patente Industrial, is leviable, and 
consists of 5 per cent. of the profits obtained by the com- 
pany or branch during the preceding year. The amount 
is based upon the balance sheet figures supplied by the 
company. A stamp tax of small importance is leviable 
upon insurance policies, and the law forbids its being 
passed on to the insured. Policies may be written 
Peruvian currency, sterling or American dollars. 

Four life insurance companies operate in Peru—oae 
Peruvian, one British, one Argentine and one American. 
There are eight fire and marine insurance companies, 
all Peruvian except one, which is partly Peruvian and 
partly German 

As indicating the extent to which insuranee business 
has grown in Peru, it may be mentioned that the four 
life assurance companies showed in 1918:—sums as- 
sured £1,332,850, premiums collected £162,639, and 
claims paid £32,359, compared with £205,050 assured, 
£23,637 collected, and £4,590 claims paid in 1908. The 
eight fire and marine insurance companies showed last 
year :—-assured £342,850, collected £68,215, and £9,534 
paid, against assured £68,552, collected £29,120, and 
£2,185 claims paid ten years previously. 

The figures given are Peruvian pounds, normally 
equal to sterling, but at present at a premium of about 


10 per cent 
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EXHIBITIONS OF BRITISH GOODS AT 
SAO PAULO. 


In order to ensure the success of the series of exhi- 
jitions which ‘is being held at Sao Paulo by the Pritish 
Chamber of Commerce ot Sao Paulo and Southern 
Brazil, it has been resolved that British merchants and 
exporters, as well as manutacturers of Pritish goods, 
shall be invited to participate, 

The first of the series of exhibitions (textiles), has 
had to be postponed for a tew months, but it is hoped 
that the second, covering hardware and trades allied 
to that industry, may be inaugurated not later than 
ist January, 1920, to be followed an exhibition of 
fancy goods on or about the Ist April, 1920. 

The object of the Chamber in arranging for this series 
of exhibitions is solely that of encouraging the sale of 
British-made goods in the Brazilian market, and it is 
hoped that British merchants and exporters will take 
advantage of this opportunity to bring their goods to 
the notice of local buyers. 





PROPOSED IRRIGATION SCHEME IN BRAZIL. 


The Brazilian Congress has been asked to authorise 
the expenditure of over £12,000,0U0 in the construction 
of irrigating canals and in other works tending to im- 
prove certain regions, and permit of denser population 
in areas that now compl: uin of labour shortage 

In view ot the fact that some of the most important 
regions ot the Republic would be affected very tavour- 
ably by the construction of such canals, it is contended 
by those in official circles that the project will eventually 
succeed. 





FUEL OIL FOR TEXTILE MILLS. 

The cotton manufacturers of New bedford and Fall 
River, according to the *‘Philadelphia. Public Ledger,”’ 
have been seriously investigating various methods by 
which they ean do aw ay W ith the use of coal at their 
manufacturing establishments, except such coal as is 
needed for purely heating purposes. Jt is further 
stated that within the last few months the idea of using 
fuel oil has been considered by some of the leading 
manufacturers, who look upon this project with great 
favour. Already one Fall River mill (the Charlton), it 
is reported, is engaged in installing apparatus to make 
possible the use of oil in place of coal, while auother 
Fall River mill (the King Philip) has virtually decided 
to follow suit, and is ordering the necessary equipment. 





BRUSSELS COMMERCIAL FAIR, 1920. 

The Acting British Consul-General at Antwerp has 
forwarded copies of the regulations of the Brussels 
Annual Commercial Fair, which is being organised by 
the Municipality of Brussels, under the patronage of 
H.M. King Albert, and supported by the Government 
and the Province of Brabant, from which the followi Ing 
particulars have been taken :— 

The frst Fair will be held from 4th to 21st April, 1920, 
and will be open to Allied and Neutral couatries. Its object 
is the bringing together of actual manufacturers and buvers. 
Business will he done from samples, niodels, designs, photo- 


graphs, etc.; the sale of goods at the Fair is strictly 
torbidden 
Exhibits will be divided into groups. Firms must 


indicate the origin of the goods they desire to exhibit, and 
if required by the Committee, must produce certificate of 
origin. Expiosives and dangerous and noxious materials are 
excluded. 

The prices for spaces are as follows:—Covered-in stands, 
ge by 3 metres, 600 frs.; space in a hall for tables, 

, 40 frs. per square metre; open- -air spaces, 25 frs. per 
ill metre. Spaces may be booked up to 15th January. 

The regulations (in French) giving additional informa- 
tion of the Fair, and a copy of the form of application for 
Spaces, may he consulted by British firms interested, at 
the Enquiry Office, Department of Ov erseas Trade, 4, Queen 
Anne’s Gate Buildings, London, S.W. 


_ — 
<=—_ 
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BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 


PROPOSED ORGANISATION OF DAIRYING 
INDUSTRY. 

The Minister tor Customs has outlined the Federal Govern- 
ment’s scheme in connection with the control of the Aus- 
tralian dairying industry to a meeting of the Dairy Produce 
Pool Committee. The scheme, which is subject to the 
approval of the producers, is stated to be an endeavour to 
enable the producer to control his own industry, and to 
eliminate the middleman, or speculator, by the formation 
of an organisation along Danish lines. 

The Danish shippers sold their butter in England through 
accredited agencies, backed by their own Government, under 
one brand, while Australians sold theirs through many 
agencies and speculaters under 453 registered brands, and 
the identity of the line became lost. 

The proposal includes the establishment in London of 
selling agency, through which it will be compulsory for all 
Australian exporters to send their butter, and provides for 
the standardisation of Australan produce. 

The scheme as set out is brietly as follows : — 

1. There should be a law compelling certain standards of 

manufacture, such as compulsory pasteurisation and water 
contents, brands, cream grading. 
2. Machinery would be provided by the Act to create a 
Government body drawn from the co-operative organisations, 
with powers of general administration under the Minister 
and subject to his veto. 

5. The committee would issue licences to use the export 
brand. It would be empowered to purchase all supplies, such 
as oll, coal, paper, and to issue them to factories. 

{. The committee would advance or recommend to the 
Minister the nature of the financial assistance required, such 
assistance being probably arranged with the Commonwealth 
Bank or some similar institution, subject to proper security. 

The committee would rigorously inspect ail factories 
using its brands, and could be given the power to place a 
man of its own choosing temporarily in command and contro] 
of a factory not coming up to the standard of production. 

3. The committee would issue ali licences to butter and 
cheese makers. 

7. The Act would also provide a small expert staff for 
consultation purposes. 














CANADA, 


THE ALBERTA INDUSTRIAL CONGRESS 
(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
WINNIPEG. 





In order to call attention to the resources of the Province 
of Aiberta, an Industrial Congress was held during August 
at four centres within the province—Medicine Hat, Leth- 
bridge, Calgary, and Edmonton. 

The Congress was first suggested in October, 1918, at 
convention of the Union of Alberta Municipalities, when the 
Mayor of Medicine Hat delivered an address on ‘‘Provincial 
Industrial Research.’’ It was then decided that the time 
had arrived when the citizens of Alberta should draw the 
attention of the world to the great wealth lying dormant 
within the province. The Alberta Industrial Development 
Association was therefore formed as well as an Industrial 
Section of the Department of Municipal Affairs of the 
Provincial Government. 

AIMS. 

The aims of the Alberta Industrial Development Associa- 
tem are : — 

(a) To see that the resources and industries of the 
province are made known and developed on sound com- 
mercial lines. 

(b) To provide labour with sufficient work the year round, 
by establishing suitable manufacturing industries within the 
province, 

(c) To keep in touch with and develop trade possibilities 
within and without the province. 

(d) 'To compile and distribute reliable information relative 
to che natural resources of the province. 

It is also proposed to gradually build up a bureau of 
scientific and industrial research, though it has not yet 
been decided whether this will be under the direction of the 
Provincial Government or otherwise. 

The Congress was attended by many leading Canadian and 
American business men. Addresses were given by men 
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proniinent in industry and science in both Canada and the 

United States of America. United Kingdom Chambers of 

Commerce were notified of the Congress and invited to send 

delegates, but it is understood that such notification was 

too late to enable delegates to attend from overseas. 
Resources oF WESTERN CANADA. 

Statistics were presented by some of the speakers which 
gave un indication of the wealth of the West, among which 
the following are quoted :— 

‘The four provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, 
and British Columbia have 225,000,000 acres of good land 
suitable for settlement and cultivation (forest areas not 
included). Of this area only 30,000,000 acres are at present 
occupied and cultivated. The known coal deposits of the 
world are estimated at 7,000,000,000,000 tons. Of this 
quantity the three western provinces of Canada (British 
Columbia, Alberta, and Saskatchewan) are estimated to 
contain in round figures 1,300,000,000,000 tons. The coal 
production of Alberta, Saskatchewan, and British Columbia, 
amounted to 7,352,945 tons in 1917.”’ 

Another address stated :— 

‘‘The country in the extreme North of Alberta is probably 
the greatest oil field at present known to the world. Two 
magnificent natural gas fields have been developed, one at 
Bow Island, which supplies Calgary, and one at Viking, 80 
miles south-east of Edmonton, where nine wells have been 
drilled with a total production of about 40,000,000 feet. The 
latter field is ‘capped’ awaiting the construction of a pipe 
line to Edmonton which is expected to be completed in 1920.”’ 

‘‘Alberta possess 86 per cent. (1,234,269,000,000 tons) of 
the total coal of Canada, which is more than twice as much 
as the estimated coal in Great Britain and the rest of the 
Empire together (estimated at 494,961,000,000 tons). The 
United States possesses 51 per cent. of the world’s total 
supply of coal, and produced last year 685,000,000 tons. 
Canada uses annually large quantities of petroleum, iron, 
and coai, and imports 98 per cent. of her petroleum products, 
95 per cent. of her iron ore and iron products, and 50 per 
cent. of her coal products, at a cost of 278,000,000 dols. 
annually for these three products. 

UTILISATION OF STRAW. 

The quantity of straw non-utilised in Western Canada is 
approximately 20,000,000 tons per annum. Straw is burnt 
and the fertilising constituents are thus wasted. The 
approximate quantity and value of nitrogen, phosphorus, 
and potassium resulting from 100,000,000 bushels of wheat, 
calculated on the basis of 15 bushels of wheat and one ton 
of straw to the acre, is:— 





Dols. 
66,666,660 lb. of nitrogen .............. 24,285,711 
10,666,665 lb. of phosphorus _........... 2,289,042 
119,499,998 lb. of potassium ............. 36,919,915 
63,494,668 





Other figures submitted at the Congress in regard to 
Western Canada were :— 
Total livestock in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. 
1916. 1917. 
594,997 ,000 749,071,000 = 25-72 per cent. increase. 
The agricultural production of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 
and Alberta in 1917 was: — 





Dols. 
214,469,615 bushels of wheat valued at..... 425,197,983 
270,971,042 bushels of oats valued at...... 168,215,506 
50,587,340 bushels of barley valued at ...... 50,009,881 
Other field crops, livestock, dairy, etc....... 746,651,045 
i cr ee 1,390,074,415 





AMERICAN SUPPORT AND INFLUENCE. 


The various addresses, especially those from which the 
feregoing notes were taken, were closely followed by the 
delegates from the United States of America, and it 1s 
anticipated that financial assistance from American sources 
will be forthcoming to develop some of Alberta’s resources, 
and possibly some branch factories or distributing houses 
will be established by American firms. Many farmers and 
business men in Alberta originally came from the United 
States of America, and are favourable to American methods. 
They appreciate the visits of leading Americans on such 
occasions as the Industrial Congress, Agricultural Exhibi- 
tions, and so on. 


Owing to the War many trade connections formerly 
established between the United Kingdom and Western 


Canada have been temporarily broken and a very strong 
hold on Western Canadian trade has_ been established 
between the United States of America manufacturers and 
this market during the past four years. America is en- 
deavouring to retain her hold of this trade by furnishing 
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the goods exactly as required, by prompt deliveries, lavish 
advertising, expert travelling salesmen, and visits of business 
leaders, such as attended the Alberta Industrial Congress, 
United Kingdom tirade in this region can be re-established. 
and, indeed, increased, but only by the most energetic 
methods, - 

Western Canadian merchants preter British goods to al] 
others. The quality of British goods and the straight dealing 
of British firms are appreciated here to the utmost, but 
these factors alone wil! not obtain trade for British firms 
Furnishing the goods exactly as required by the Western 
Canadian consumer, prompt delivery, and efficient repre- 
sentation and advertising will put our manufacturers in 
line with American competitors and secure the trade. 

LESSONS OF THE CONGRESS. | 

The lessons to be learned trom the Alberta Industria] 
Congress as affecting British export trade are: the great 
importance of rapidly placing British-made goods on this 
market on the lines above mentioned, and the advisability 
of visits of British business men with as much publicity as 
possible, with a view to counteracting the undoubted 
American influence existing. 

Many leading American business men consider the Alberta 
market (and the Western Canadian market generally) 
worth while their close personal attention. 

Whilst the Congress had reference to Alberta particularly 
it really voiced the aspirations of all Western Canada. The 
speakers at the final sessions of the Congress emphasised the 
necd of :— 

(a) Increased agricultural production, particularly jp 
diversified farming, on areas now occupied. — 

(b) A farming population on the suitable land now 
unoccupied; and 

(c) less wasteful methods of farming. 

Until Western Canada has a very much larger population 
than at present, this region will, in the main, be a consumer 
of manufactured products. Relatively small factories will 
unduubtedly be established from time to time, but Western 
Canada’s prosperity for some years depends on her ability 
to produce and export the primary products of the farm, 
forest, and mine. 

The grain production of Western Canada for this year will 
be below normal in quantity, but the high prices obtainable 
for all grains will ensure a normal purchasing power for 
manufactured articles. 

Farm land values show an appreciation over prices ruling 
in recent years. Many farmers from the United States of 
America appear to be coming into Western Canada, and 
new settlers are expected in large numbers from Europe. 
This factor will increase the opportunity for British exports. 

(Note. A notice calling attention to the Congress 
appeared on p, 156 of the “Journal” of 3lst July.] 





SOUTH AFRICA. 
THE TIMBER POSITION. 


In his Report for the year ending 3lst March on afforesta- 
tion schemes in the Union, the execution of which is to be 
carried out from a fund provided for such purposes, the 
Chief Conservator of Forests sets out the position in regard 
to natural forest resources, the present acreage of Govern- 
ment plantations, and the schemes of afforestation which 
are being undertaken. 

In 1913, the last normal year, the Union imported 17} 
million cubic feet of timber, worth just short of 14 million 
pounds sterling. Nearly 90 per cent. of that was coniferous 
timber, i.e., soft timber, and the Chief Conservator of 
Forests estimates that, even if fully developed, the natural 
forest resources of the Union are never likely to be able to 
supply 5 per cent. of the requirements of the country. 

Assuming, on a very conservative estimate, that an acre 
of plantation will yield 100 cubic feet of timber per annum, 
the Report points out that it will take 350,000 acres to 
produce the probable requirements of the country in 00 
years’ time. At present there are only 70,000 acres of 
Government plantations in the Union, and of these 20,000 
acres are for special purposes, as, for instance, 7,000 acres 
in the Transkei to provide hut wattles for natives. From 
the foregoing the need to press on with afforestation 
schemes is apparent. 





Procress OF AFFORESTATION. 

With the extra funds now provided, certain projects have 
been selected and started. The work is being confined 
mainly to mountain land, which is of little value for any 
other purpose; but the question of accessibility for easy 
distribution of timber has not been overlooked. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 


The foilowing table gives a tew particulars of the planta- 
tions Which have been started :— 


Area to 
be Affor- 
Total ested 
Area. yearly. Annual 
Name. District. Acres. Acres. Cost. £ 
Geelhoutboomberg George .. - 5,000 256 3,700 
Groenkop George 10,000 333 5,000 
Farleigh Knysna .. .. 20,000 400 5,500 
Butielsnek. . Knysna .. * 8,575 350 4,375 
Storms River .. Humansdorp .. 6,000 200 3,600 
Witte Els Bosch.. Humansdorp .. 5,700 300 = 5,490 
Hankey .. ..  Humansdorp and 
Uitenhage 3v,000 1,000 10,000 
Isidenge Stutterheim - 2,000 400 = 4,000 
Umsin wenya .. Miunzini ea 2,006 250 2,500 
Magoeba’s Kloof.. Pietersburg 4,000 450 = 5,000 


93,275 3,933 49,125 


Totals .. 





The different works will take trom five to fifty years to 
complete, and the average cost per acre is placed at slightly 
less than £13. Regarding this figure, which is no doubt 
high, it is pointed out that white labour costing 6s. 6d. per 
day will be very largely employed at the first six centres 
mentioned in the list, and that the xreas to be afforested 
ar chiefly mountain slopes, which cannot be ploughed and 
which will have to be cultivated by hand. The white labour 
employed will be drawn principally from the indigent 
classes, and, therefore, these afforestation schemes should, 
incidentally, afford considerable relief to these poor whites. 


Cost. 

Gn the question of the cost of establishment and upkeep 
of the plantations, the Chief Conservator of Forests states 
thal, taking £15 per acre as the cost to establish, with land 
of the value of £1 per acre at the beginning and end of the 
rotation, rate of interest 4 per cent., and cost of upkeep 
5s. per acre per annum, the cost of the crop at 30 years 
would be £65, at 40 years £99 Jls., and at 50 years 
£150 15s. As pine may be expected to be worth from 
£150 to £250 per acre at 30 to 50 vears of age, these 
afforestation schemes should not prove unprofitable. 

In addition to the report on these new afforestation 
schemes, the Forest Department has also recently issued 
its annual report on the general work of the Department 
for the year ended 3lst March, 1918. During that period 
ihe Department afforested 3,631 acres, of which 1,566 acres 
were planted for railway sleepers in the railway sleeper 
plantations. 

An interesting comparison is drawn between the revenue 
from the indigenous forests and that from plantations, the 
revenue from the latter being nearly double that from the 
natural forests, and more than double if the railway planta- 
tion returns are included. The yield of timber and fire- 
wood from plantations also exceeds greatly that from 
forests. K'rom the Western Conservancy, a purely planta- 
tion area, SUG,000 cubic feet were obtained during the year, 
worth over £11,000, whereas from the Midland Conservancy, 
the most heavily forested area in the Union, the yield was 
only 394,000 cubic feet of the value of £6,000. 





NEW GUINEA. 
TRADE RETURNS AND HIGHER PRICES. 


Both the imports and exports of New Guinea for 1917-18 
show increases on 1916-17, but the Annual Report of the 
Parliament of the Commonwealth of Australia on Papua 
(New Guinea) repeats its remark of the previous year that 
it is quite impossible to state how much the increase in 
imports and revenue is due to higher prices. 


Revenvk, Exports anp Imports. 


The local revenue (that is, ‘the revenue without the 
Commonwealth subsidy) amounted in 1917-18 to £102,594, 
showing an increase of £9,000 over last year (£93,568), and 
of £23,000 over 1915-16. 

The imports are £12,000 in excess of the previous year 
(£283,792, as compared with £271,640), and £60,000 in ex- 
cess of 1915-16 (£223,040). But while the increase in 
revenue is both gratifying and welcome, neither this, nor 
the increase in imports, is relied upon as being permanent. 

Exports, on the other hand, are considered a more 
reliable test, for the prices of exports have, as a rule, not 
increased to any extent, and .some have even decreased. 
The exports appear at £220,599, as compared with £156,535 
for the year 1916-17, and £125,428 for 1915-16, i.e., in 
two years they have nearly doubled. This increase was not 
due to any sudden development of a rich mineral field, for 
the export of copper increased but little, and that of gold 
actually diminished. It is partly accounted for by the 
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increase in the production of pearls (which, however, does 
not nearly make up for the decrease in the production of 
gold), but it is chiefly due to an advance in copra and 
rubber production, the former of which is this year nearly 
three times, and the latter more than four times, as great 
as two years ago. , : 
The export of both gold and copper this year is less 
than in 1916-17, but there are reliable indications that in 
a year or two the export of both minerals will be very 
considerable. The decrease in the case of copper this year 
was due to lack of shipping facilities. 





EUROPE. 


BELGIUM. 
MLECTRICITY SUPPLY FOR LIMBOURG AND 
BEYNE-HEUSAY. 
(From the British Vice-Consul.) 








LIEGE. 

A proposal for the supply of electrical energy to the 
Province of Limbourg has recently received the royal 
approval, and tenders are now invited for the supply of 
current to one or more suitable points within the province. 
The cost of the undertaking is estimated at about 12,000,000 
francs, and the successful tender will be required to form 
a limited liability company, with capital consisting entirely 
of shares, and must satisfy the authorities that he possesses 
sufficient financial and technical powers to carry out the 
arrangements. 

United Kingdom firms interested can address themselves 
direct, until lst December next, to Professor Gillon, 99, Rue 
des Flamands, Louvain, either personally on Tuesdays, or 
by letter. ; 

The Commune of Beyne-Heusay has also called for tenders 
tor the work of transforming and improving existing in- 
stallations for the distribution of electrical energy on its 
territory, which will be received at the Maison Communale, 
Beyne-Heusay, up to and including 31st October next. 
The Director of the Electrical Service estimates the cost of 
the work to be done at about 200,000 frances. Particulars of 
this contract can bo studied at 276, Grand Route, Beyne- 
Heusay. 





SOUTH RUSSIA. 


FOOD AND TRANSPORT SITUATION. 
(From the British High Commissioner.) 


CONSTANTINOPLE. 

The difficulty to be faced in South Russia in the 
coming winter will be organised transport of food 
supply to the towns and industrial districts. There 
will be ample food in South Russia to carry the 
country through to the next harvest, and if the 
Government organise a system of purchase and collection 
from the peasants, and transport in bulk to the industrial 
areas, the tramsport by rail can be handled without diffi- 
culty. If, however, the purchase, collection and transport 
be left to the individual and speculator, as at present, then 
the railways will fail to carry the extra 90 per cent. of 
human freight required for this system of transportation, 
which will keep up the present inflated prices, and breed 
discontent and Bolshevism. 

On the main Ekaterininski railway from Ocheretino to 
Ekaterinoslav all trains are densely packed with peasants 
and working-class people, the majority heing women, carry- 
ing flour to the town, where it sells at 400 roubles per pood, 
but has been as high as 600 to 800 roubles. The trains con- 
sist of from 40 to 50 flat cars, open trucks and covered goods 
wagons. Every type is crowded to the maximum human 
carrying capacity, even to the roofs, steps and buffers, and 
the conditions are the worst yet seen in South Russia. 

These food transporters are either inhabitants of Ekater- 
inoslav who have been obtaining or purchasing food for 
their own supply in the surrounding districts, or are peasants 
or food speculators taking in flour to sell in the town. Each 
person carries about two poods, or 72 English pounds. 


Bap Suppiy AND TRANSPORr CONDITIONS. 


This method of food supply and transportation is the 
worst imaginable, both from the economic and transport 
point of view. It is due to the lack of any public method of 
supply on the part of the Government, and is forced upon 
the people, as otherwise the inhabitants of the town would 
starve. It originated under the Bolshevik regime, and its 
continuance under the Volunteer Army Government is de- 
plorable. 

No steps appear to be taken to wrganise any system of 
food collection and distribution, as similar conditions have 
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been noted tor the past six months, und have reached their 
culmination in the Ekaterinoslav area. 
WASTED TRANSPORT CAPACITY. 

rom the transport point of view, a train of this class 
utilises but 10 per cent. ot its carrying capacity. It may 
carry up to 2,00U persons, each with 2 poods of flour, or a 
total ot about 60 tons. Such a load could be carried in four 
wagons instead of forty. 

The food transporters take from four days upwards to 
make a journey, and travel under the worst sanitary condi- 
tions. Station yards are rendered filthy, and in the past 
winter the great increase of the typhus epidemic was greatly 
due to this congested railway travelling. The relief given 
to railway transport by an organised system of tood collec- 
tion and distribution would be enormous, and the stoppage 
of this useless human transport of food would be the greatest 
help that could be given to the liberated districts. In certain 
districts about 40 per cent. of the transport capacity of the 
railways north of Rostov is utilised in this class of traffic, 
and in some districts it would be as high as 60 per cent. 

A Goop Harvest. 

It may be stated with certainty that an exceptional harvest 
has been cut this year, the best for many vears previous to 
the war. It will relieve the food situation during the 
coming winter, provided tacilities are given to transport it 
inte the industrial areas. This applies to the Kuban district, 
the Crimea, and the district lying between the Donetz and 
the Dynepre, and extending north to Kharkow. It is re- 
ported that similar excellent crop conditions exist in the 
Ukrane. 

The area under cultivation in these districts is at least 
8 per cent. of normal, and it has not suffered owing to the 
Bolshevik occupation. There is no sign of war or distress 
caused by the civil war. The land is well cultivated, and 
the ‘population well nourished. 

Use or MacuINeRY FOR HARVESTING. 

It is remarkabie that most of the harvest has been cut with 
machines, and throughout the Crimea steam threshers have 
been at work in all directions. 

In the past six months, during inspections of the railways, 
the economic conditions of the districts visited have been 
especialiy noted. Many districts have been visited three or 
more times, and the country covered extends from the 
Caucasus to Kharkov. 

As regards the population, in no case have there been 
signs of poorly nourished adults or children due to lack of 
food. If any districts could be said to show signs of badly 
nourished adults, some of the railway workers in the Kharkov 
districts might be quoted as the least well-cared for. 

RaILWay SITUATION. 

In the area not affected by food transportation, there is 
much casual travelling due to speculation, lack of occupa- 
tion, and the peculiar social conditions. People travel for 
pleasure, in spite of the discomfort of the densely crowded 
goods wagons, for although food and all commodities are 
high in price, yet there is apparently no lack of money and 
no sign of poverty in the towns. 

Officials and workmen in Government employ receive full 
pay, although no work is done. The conditions at Feodestya 
Station, on the Crimea section of the Southern (Govern- 
ment) Railway, may be given as an instance. At this station 
two trains only are despatched daily, yet the station staff 
numbers 110, all of whom receive full pay, although the 
majority do not work. At the locomotive depot some 220 
workmen are in receipt of full pay, but have been idle since 
15th April. 

Such conditions are raturally demoralising, but they exist 
generally throughout the railway system of South Russia, 
where, although the present traffic is about one-fifth of that 
before the revolution, staffs and workmen have been retained 
at full strength and paid full wages. 





SWEDEN. 
INDUSTRIAL POSITION, JANUARY-JUNE. 


In the period January-June there was a decline in the 
hibsbank note circulation, a decline in prices, a great falling 
off in Stock Exchange activity, a fall in stock prices, closing 
down or shortening of production of many industries, and 
serious unemployment in the more important branches. 

Before the Armistice Sweden was almost the dearest 
producer in the world. The price level had risen 270 per 
cent., the foreign exchange was unreasonably high, there 
Was a vast paper money circulation, and extravagant price 
and wage levels. Swedish manufacturers had bought abroad 
at maximum war prices large quantities of raw material, 
which could not be profitably manufactured under post-war 
conditions of lower world prices and plentiful English and 








———— 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





American exports. During the first 


lieavy imports have sent down prices. 


months ot 


Cost oF LIVING. 

The cost of living, which was at its highest in December 
has since declined. The tollowing Index Numbers are based 
on the Swedish general price index (Julv, 1913—June, 19]4~ 
100): — y 





Ee On eee ae ee ee mee jt5 
Sn Guianbiaribuibediieacehe cacciiatedussctse L385 
asia tiaharmala i Se ek ae a . wee 
19i8 (maximum 372 in December) ... 339 
PE I oi cesnicadissswnwsxsecsacwbuas . 369 
SEES Ore ene eer eee 308 
ees 354 
ME. Glualuvuduxtooves 339 
BEE “nuineWiduciestesasackernradcoennene 3350 


The fall is mainly due to a decline in animal foods. coal 
e ’ 
and metals. 
Foreign TRAve. 
Since L914 Sweden’s exports have exceeded her imports by 
the following margins :— ; 
In Millions of Crowns. 
Tmports. Exports. 


EE ee ete 127 1i2 
Eee 1,143 1,316 
eee 1,140 1,556 
RSS peere ree 199 1,350 
RR reeerercr 925 1,325 


In December, 1918, however. mainly as a result of the 
Trade Agreement, Imports tor the first time exceeded 
exports, During this year the transformation has heen 
complete, as the tollowing figures show :— 
fn Millions of Crowns. 
Imports. Exports. 


SOMUATY — ...6.66.55. wi 13 
ices o> ee at 4 
ae a 56 
ME Sha vntiiicciuanen 146 C4 


Karly in the year the United Kingdom and America began 
supplying preferably manufactured goods, which caused a 
panic among Swedish manufacturers, who demanded import 
prohibitions or increased duties, or both. 

The cost of production in Sweden is enormous in the iron 
industry for example. The cost of charcoal per ton of pig- 
iron has increased fivefold, and that of lubricants sixfold, 
and the working time has been reduced by on an average 
10 hours a week. . 

INPUSTRIAL PosiTIon. 

As a result, stagnation more or less severe overtook the 
iron, paper, cellulose, textile, leather, boot, and seme minor 
industries. In January serious unemployment began among 
the textile workers at Boras. The boot factories closed 
down on 15th April owing to the possession of large stocks 
and the unwillingness of the public, which expected very 
cheap American gocds, to buy. In April many cellulose works 
stopped operations, and at the end of May half the paper 
mills were idle—the sulphite production being only two- 
thirds of normal, and tho sulphate production practically 
ceasing. At Eskilstuna, the steel and cutlery centre, pro- 
duction also fell steadily. 

Most authorities, however, were of the opinion in June 
that the downward tendency was nearing its end. 





NEAR EAST. 


MOROCCO (French Zone’. 


COLONISATION PROGRAMME. 
(From the Acting British Vice-Cansul.) 








RABAT. 


A rather important change has been made in the conditions 
governing the French Zone colonisation programme. _ Pre- 
viously it was stipulated that if the purchaser of the land, 
oftered at the periodical sales, did not himself reside at his 
farm he should establish there a French family. (See the 
“Journal” of 7th August.) Now the substitution of the 
word “colon” for ‘famille francaise ’’ in the ‘‘ Bulletin 
Official ’’? enables a settler of any nationality to acquire land. 

Formerly, also, one of the qualifications required was resi- 
dence in Morocco for at least a year (one-half of the proper- 
ties of the second category was to be reserved for colonists 
already established in Morocco for at least two years). The 
condition now is, on the contrary, ‘‘ not ’’ to be domiciled in 
Morocco, except in the case of a ‘‘ mutilé de guerre.”’ 
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IMPERIAL AND FORRIGN TRADE—continued. 
ASIA. 


CHINA. 


SUBJECTS OF NON-TREATY 

COUNTRIES. 

The Chinese Government have promulgated two sets of 
Regulations dealing respectively with the taxation of, and 
jurisdiction over, the subjects ot countries not having Treaty 
relations with China. ° 

From these it appears that at the present moment the 
intention ot the Government is to restrict within the 
narrowest limits the rights and privileges of the subjects of 
nations Which do not enjoy extra-territoriality. In a 
Presidential Mandate it is stated that subjects of non-Treaty 
Powers residing or travelling in China are subject to 
Chinese law, and cannot invoke the protection of another 
Power. Hencetorward, any non-Treaty Power wishing to 
conclude a Treaty with China will naturally do so on a 
footing of equality, and, similarly, those newly-formed 
States which have separated from their parent countries will 
naturally not continue to avail themselves of the various 
rights and privileges enjoved by the latter under their old 
Treaties. 

Many persons belonging to these races are at present 
resident in China, and in matters of taxation and litigation 
they must be dealt with in accordance with Chinese law, and 
in the event of any third Power claiming the right to protect 
their interests, such claim should be refused in accordance 
with precedent. 

The general eflect of the Regulations is that subjects of 
non-Treaty Powers and of newly-formed States not vet in 
Treaty relations with China will not be entitled to the 
privileges of extraterritoriality. Nor will any third Power 
have the right to protect the subjects of such non-Treaty 
Powers in China. 











STATUS OF 


TREATY Powers. 

Until recently there were 19 Powers in Treaty relations 
with China. These were (in order of date when such rela- 
tions were first opened): Russia (1689), Great Britain (1842), 
the United States (1844), France (1844), Belgium (1845), 
Sweden (1847), Germany (1861) (since broken off), Portugal 
(1862), Denmark (1863), the Netherlands (1863), Spain 
(1864), Italy (1866), Austria-Hungary (1869 (since broken 
off), Japan (1871), Peru (1874), Brazil (1881), Mexico (1899), 
md Chile (1915). Switzerland has since (1918) joined the 
list. The present number is thus 17 in all. 

Nox-Treaty Powers. 

The principal countries which have not so far entered 
upon Treaty relations with China are Greece, Turkey, 
Roumania, Bulgaria, Serbia, and Siam. And in addition 
there are the newly-created States whose national status has 
not yet been tormally determined, such as Poland, Lithuania, 
ete. 

At present France protects the interests of Greece, 

Roumania, and Siam. Certain Ottoman subjects also enjoy 
her good offices. In addition, she to some extent concerns 
herself with the interests of the Czecho-Slavs in China. The 
interests of Bulgaria and of Serbia are, or were, in charge 
oi the Russian Legation. 
Poles and Jugo-Slavs are at present regarded by the 
Chinese Government as members of the States to which they 
originally belonged, ¢.y., as Russians, Italians, Germans, 
or Austrians, as the case may be. 

Under the 1869 Rules fer the Mixed Court at Shanghai, 
it is provided that Non-Treaty Powers shall be dealt with 
by that court. 

THE REGULATIONS. 

Art. 1.—Non-Treaty aliens resident within the territory 
of China shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the 
administrative officials of this country in accordance with 
the provisions of the present Regulations. 

Art. 2.—On entering into the territory of this country 
a Non-Treaty alien shall submit his passport to be viséd. 
Other measures shall also be taken to identify his occupa- 
tion and social status, 

Art. 3.—Should such Non-Treaty aliens be found to be 
tramps, paupers, or other characters whose presence in this 
country is dangerous to public peace or public health, they 
shall be prohibited from landing in this country. 

Art. 4,.—-Non-Treaty aliens who, on landing in this 
country, are suspected of carrying contraband, shall be 
subject to inspection. In case contraband is discovered as 
the result of the inspection as mentioned in the above 
Article, such contraband shall be lable to seizure. If the 
Importation of the contraband is believed likely to lead to 
grave consequences, the carrier shall be prohibited from 
landing in this country. 

_ Art. 5.—Should a Non-Treaty alien, who. after landing 
In this country, he engaged in any unlawful occupation or 
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commit illegal acts, he shall, in addition to being properly 
dealt with according tc the laws and orders of this country, 
be liable to deportation. Those who are suspected of com- 
mitting espionage, etc., shall be subject to the same treat- 
ment. 

Art. 6.—Non-Treaty aliens shall be entitled to live in 
Treaty ports or places where by sufferance foreigners are 
allowed to reside. In case Non-Treaty aliens lease houses 
at places provided for under the above Article, they shall 
be subject to the Regulations governing the iease of houces 
in those places. 

Art. 7.—Should a Non-Treaty alien travel in the interior, 
he shall be required to apply to the authorities for a pass- 
port. No surveying of any kind shall be allowed to be done 
by a Non-Treaty alien at places where he travels. 

Art. 8.—Non-Treaty aliens shall not be allowed to lease 
property in the interior. But those who live in inland towns 
and cities as missionaries and lease houses for the purpose 
ot establishing churches, schools, hospitals, and other 
charitable organisations shall be excepted. 

In the case of leasing houses under the provision of the 
above article, both the lessor and the lessee shall submit 
their lease to the local officials concerned for sanction. 

Art. 9. —Non-Treaty aliens shall not be ailowed to act as 
editors or publishers of newspapers or magazines of what- 
ever kind, nor shall they be permitted to become members 
of societies having political aifiliation or participate in 
meetings convened for political discussion. 

Art. 10.—The administration of the Non-Treaty aliens 
shall be subject to the common laws and orders in addition 
to the present promulgated laws and orders. 

TRADE. 

The second Regulation deals with trade, etc., 
of subjects of Non-Treaty countries :— 

Art. 1.—In importing goods the subjects of Non-Treaty 
countries shall pay Maritime Customs duties in accordance 
with the regulations governing the payment of Maritime 
Customs duties fixed by the Government. 

Art. 2.—In transporting goods into the interior for sale, 
the subjects oi Non-Treaty countries shall pay the various 
native Customs dues and Likin duties in accordance with 
specified regulations, and shall not be allowed to apply, tor 
transit duty passes at the Maritime Customs Houses. 

Art. 3.—Subjects of Non-Treaty countries shall not be 
allowed to purchase goods in the interior with the triplicate 
transit duty passes. 

Art. 4.—In transporting goods into the interior the sub- 
jects ot Non-Treaty countries shall not be allowed to enjoy 
the privilege of exemption of taxes or the transportation 
certificate of goods manufactured by machinery. 

Art. 5.—Subjects of Non-Treaty countries shail not be 
allowed to be agents in the interior. 





on the part 





AMERICAN SHARE IN CHINESE TRADE. 
The following table gives some of the principal articles 
imported into China in 1918, with the percentage supplied 
by the United States, as furnished to the American Chamber 
of Commerce, of China :-~-: 
Percentage 


from 
United 
Articles. Value. States. 
Dollars. 
TIE ais vniadccnsanveaaes sees: (taken 1,518,666 48 
RS, hn snintaundussxeaesncdcienemaenenel 28 612,390 AZ 
ME ein sel edi cieanidoneetaes aeeanieeeianas 1,072,288 49 
I i cnnvinnsncasdesneienieavnnnn 7,242,126 62 
Cotton, grey shirtings .................00 12,157 ,359 4 
Dves: Paint and paint oil ................. 1,265,331 133 
Electrical materials and fittings ......... 4,930,900 20) 


Furniture, and materials for ....... 1,338,981 23 


lron and mild steel :— 


MEE 57 soa snninaged Raunidiaen 3,739,522 37 
i ic scdcededieddcns 2,114,502 47 
ND hecinks cnsatoreenncones 3,444,921 64 
ee UN IID 5 vaessictaeccsccsennes 3,619,097 is 
Galvanized sheets ................0.0.. 1,209,203 434 
Galvanized wire. ................ duis 1,100,906 45 
Steel bars, hoops, sheets, plates, etc, 3,094,833 58 
po ree 5,039,511 403 
Machinery, textile  .......cccccccscosscveses 1,968 535 9 
I, |. cauncnnieadenen nn wrken wen . 6,104,717 5 
Oil : — 
Kerosene _.......--.06- oid daa 33,690,351 35 
Lubricating. § .....+..00+« spcpiapiieina manana 2,180,197 61 
PI ov ising <-sevsvesescnnsepne cossecosaneersens 8,641,572 17 
Railway materials (excluding sleepers) 1,693,764 493 
Shoes and boots, leather ...............05. 3,020,615 664 
NS 5 hice wa inn seceiiess a ol cael 6,739,182 47 
Wax, paraffin ........... cc eeeee eect eee eeeees 1,341,212 35 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 


LATIN AMERICA. 


BOLIVIA. 


TRADE PROSPECTS. 
(From the British Legation.) 











La Paz. 


As elsewhere the conditions ot production in the various 
industries of Bolivia underwent great alteration, and prices 
generally moved upward under the influence of the War. 

The development of local industries on account of the 
shortage of imports during the War has been negligible. 

In the Oruro district the local boot-making industry, which 
existed betore the War, has received an impetus owing to 
some extent to War conditions, The industry has been 
supported by a high import tariff, and by the patronage of 
the Bolivian Ministry of War, who order large supplies for 
the Army, which is being increased in numbers. The industry 
obtains all its raw material locally, in sufficient quantities, 
and has every appearance of becoming a permanent source 
of supply of footwear to the Bolivian public. In the Cocha- 
bamba district tweed is being manufactured and costs about 
19 boliviano per suit length. 

LarGa Stocks HE tp. 


Stocks are large in most lines, and an accumulation of 
goods, said to be worth nearly a million pounds (£1,000,000), 
consisting of over a quarter of a million pieces, is at present 
lying in Mollendo tor the Bolivian market, these goods haying 
been ordered, but since the Armistice have been allowed 
to lie at the port, either in the expectation of a more 
favourable trend of prices, or simply because those who 
ordered them through local agents in speculation refuse to 
take them over. 

The following details show what this accumulation consists 
of : 

Cement 
Lubricating oil 


2? 700 barrels. 
400 cases. 


15,000 sacks. 


SE ae ae, Pee 

AEE LL EER OTT OE 600 pieces. 
. Gasoline and kerosine ........................ 6,000 tins. 

ee ae reel adhd oe 8 et 300 pieces. 


Lard, soap, milk, sardines ............ 11,000 cases. 

General merchandise siobiokaeniane 25,000 pieces, 
consisting of hats and iextiles ordered by local 
agents of which their Bolivian clients have retused 
to accept delivery. These goods are mostly of 
British origin. 


Sumber 200 O00 pleces, 


INCREASED War-Time BuyIne. 
During 1916-17, when prices were rising, more merchandise 


was ordered abroad, arrived, and rapidly found purchasers 
than in pre-war periods. In 1917-18 even larger quantities of 
goods were disposed of. During the latter half of 1918 there 
was a further marked increasesin deinand by consumers, but 
several houses were caught on the 11th November with large 
stocks. In dry goods (textiles) especially, there was much 
speculation on the part of several small importing firms, 
who, in the belief that the War would not end as soon as 
it did, took large orders from clients for execution in the 
United States. 


SHORTAGE OF Bacs anp MINING MACHINERY. 

There is a shortage of Dundee bags and of mining 
machinery. The lack of the former has been to no little 
extent made up from the United States by the American- 
manufactured canvas bag; but it is hoped that pending 
orders will now be able to receive more attention from the 
British makers, though here, again, the decreased output 
of Bolivian tin since the Armistice is likely to lessen the 
demand for sacks. The delay during the War in getting 
mining machinery supplies has led tou much complaint, and 


orders have been diverted to the United States and 
Scandinavia 
Krrect oF INCREASED PRICES oN FutTvuRE DEMAND. 


lor reasons stated it seems improbable that the im- 
mediate future demand will be up to the normal pre-war 
standard. An effort will be made to get rid of stocks in 
hand which have been purchased at high prices; and this, 
combined with the expectation that the present falling prices 
will reach a moderate figure within a vear, will tend 
strongly to discourage further orders from abroad for the 
present. 

EXPECTED DEMAND FoR MINING REQUIREMENTS. 

This observation, however, hardly applies to mining 
machinery and other requirements for the mines. These 
have to be purchased, irrespective of price, and there should 
be a good demand—dependent, however, on the price of 
tin ruling—from those British and neutral concerns which 
have found it difficult to furnish themselves during the 
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war, and also from the enemy mines which have had stjjj 
more trouble in doing so. 


IMPROVED COMMUNICATIONS AND Future DEMAND. 

[ft is thought in commercial circles in Bolivia that the 
permanent future demand will come up to, or surpass, the 
normal pre-war requirements once conditions have re. 
adjusted themselves. In some places—notabiy the Cocha. 
bamba district—an expected increased demand of 30 per 
cent. is reported, even if prices are shgntly higher, owing to 
the completion of the railway to Cochabamba, which has 
increased its importance as a source of agricultural supply 
to Western Bolivia, whilst opening up an improved means 
of communication with the eastern part of the country. 
where, owing to the predominance of German firms and the 
operation ot the black lists, the country is reported to he 
much starved for goods. 





KFFECT OF SHORTAGE OF SHIPPING ON Exports. 

The exports of Bolivia consist, beside some rubber and 
Peruvian bark (‘‘quina’’), almost entirely of minerals, the 
demand for which, together with the price, has enormously 
increased since the war. Exportation has accordingly 
largely increased, irrespective ot shortage of shipping or 
other restrictive conditions, and no accumulations of metal 
have occurred, save with some of the black-listed tin and 
wolfram, which is now being shipped also, though the latter 
has almost no market at present. . 

Prices dropped after the Armistice, and some ores- 
notably wolfram—became temporarily unsaleable. This 
circumstance, combined with ruling conditions in the United 
States and Great Britain, where almost alone during the 
War a demand has existed for Bolivian metals, has adversely 
atfected the industry, and consequently the export of ores, 
since the Armistice. 

Exrort of TIN AND THE SHIPPING SHORTAGE. 

Tin is at present unsaleable, owing to lack of demand in 
the United Kingdom, but has been admitted into the 
United States on certain conditions, as from 8th June. 
Kxporters now, therefore, propose to send their output to 
America. Shortage of shipping has, of course, always been 
the principal difficulty in the way of Bolivian metal exports: 
but very few occasions have occurred where it has acted 
more than temporarily, since the metal was needed in 
Europe and the United States, and had first call on 
steamer space; whilst even the highest freights (tin paid 
£15 a ton, for instance) could hardly affect an article like 
tin, the pre-war price of which had risen 100 per cent. It 
is not to be expected that markets will absorb the future 
production save at a largely decreased price. 

As illustrative ot the exports of tin-ore to the United 
States and the United Kingdom, the 1914 figures may be 
compared with those for 1917 :— 

To United Kingdom. To U.S.A. 
Metric Tons. Metric Tons. 
35,957 20 
31,157 14,936 
ANTIMONY ORES. 

These have been produced and shipped to England and 
the United States in large quantities for war purposes, and 
the following statistics of production show to what extent 
Bolivia has benefited :— 


Metric Tons. 


TEE § -wesuennicchedpaneieniminl saenndese 62 
SY” - siicdtavuudinuunpatens casahselieweienenee 186 
MN ‘-it:cviiuss inepnsadanmasmeusieaidedanckts 17,923 
ME” < 2teiivedent palbexdianacebeeeenennes 27 413 


23,531 


TUNGSTEN Ores (WoLFRAM). 

The Bolivian producer of these has also benefited from 
the war, the statistics showing exports for 1913 of 282 
metric tons; and for 1917 of 3,890 metric tons— practically 
all of which was shipped to the United States. 


ReESTRICTED EXPORTATION OF Coprern ORES. 

The only restriction levied against Bolivian exports has 
heen in non-concentrated copper ores, less than 50 per 
cent. Cu, for which shipping space was withheld in 1918. 
The effect of this restriction was to oblige small mines 
close down (presumably only temporarily) as not possessing 
the capital or machinery to treat their ores; but no large 
accumulations of stocks can be said to exist. 

[mMportTS: DIVERSION oF TRADE. 

The value of imports into Bolivia has been as follows: 

(figures given in Bolivianos) (Bs. 12-50=£1 at par):— 


United 

United States of 
Kingdom. America. Germany. Chile. 
94 o... 7,808,760 4,636,751 10,625,300 5,487,298 
915... 3,634,187 4,766,291 1,075,772 3,373,239 
1916 4.146.226 9,394,797 98.022 6,380,646 
i 4,061,336 11,167,398 15,305 7,285,206 





L919, 


7 


one 


stil] 


it the 
S, the 
re re. 
“ocha. 
() per 
Ing to 
h_ has 
supply 
means 
intry, 
id the 
to he 


r and 
s, the 
1ously 
lingly 
ng or 
metal 
1 and 
latter 


ores-— 
This 
nited 
g the 
ersely 
ores, 


nd in 
» the 
June, 
ut to 
; been 
orts: 
acted 
din 
1 on 

paid 
B like 
. = 
uture 


nited 
Lv be 


A. 


ms. 


and 
and 
xtent 


from 
982 
ically 


; has 

per 
1918. 
os WO 
ssing 


arge 


ws: 





(XcTOBER 9, 1919. 


THE BOARD OF 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





Peru. Argentine. Belgium. France. 
«ieee 2,855,578 2,579,838 2,506,322 1,058,343 
are 4,271,012 1,475,869 929 345 424,595 
ia 4,275,808 2,113,933 1,662,208 631,866 
1917 —«..... += 4,469,962 2,157,395 96,435 734,357 

Brazil. Spain. Italy. China. 
.—l Tae 790,616 528,420 763,274 133,618 
iar 831,880 245,807 614,944 140,925 
err 960,430 444,366 462,009 125,991 
a | shea 1,170,834 614,949 422,583 312,267 


The above are the principal countries from which goods 
have been imported into Bolivia. Germany in the year 1914 
held first place, exceeding importations from Great Britain 
(second place) by nearly Bs. 3,000,000. The United States 
held first place, exceeding importations from Great Britain 
first place. The total value of imports into Bolivia for the 
same period has been : — 


Bs. 
SREP RR rer reece renee eee 39,761,222 
BS ts onbhiatiuaeuedanearendunanaan 22,574,566 
1916 5 enh nkreiia Reema 31,098,215 
ME, §«-Sixieuddsunseiaudieiewiniaseaeds 33,480,831 


This shows a diminution of Bs. 6,300,000 in the total 
value of imports comparing 1917 figures with those of 1914, 
notwithstanding the greatly increased cost of goods. 

The increase in exports from the United States is very 
marked, and the principal items contributing to this in- 
crease have been:—Iron plates and bars; mining steel and 
steel plates; galvanised corrugated iron; cement; iron and 
steel; cutlery; ironmongery, etc.; agricultural machinery ; 
glassware ; enamelled ware; leather; paint; paper; window- 
glass ; provisions, rubber goods; sporting requisites; 
vehicles; canvas bags (substituting to no little extent the 
Dundee jute pockets); and, last, but not least, textiles. 

TEXTILES. 

Long before the war the United States had made a name 
in such standard lines as grey domestics (Tocuyos), drills 
(white, blue, khaki, etce.), and cotton ducks, and to-day 
they continue to hold a dominant position and will doubtless 
develop this trade still more after the war. Since the cur- 
tailment of exports trom England and Europe generally 
they have made some headway in Casimires (tweeds), but 
the article has by no means been equal to that produced in 
England, the shades especially being very poor. Cotton 
hosiery, also, has been gone in for with a certain amount 
of success. White shirtings, carpets, and knitted woollen 
goods (comprised under the term ‘‘tejidos de punto’’) have 
also been attempted, but results generally have compared 
most unfavourably with the British article, and the exces- 
sive American prices have also proved an obstacle to sales. 
When war conditions cease the British manufacturer should 
have little difficulty in repairing any damage and regain- 
ing ground lost to the United States in textiles during the 
war. 

TRADE WITH GERMANY IN TEXTILES. 

As to any special line of textiles in which German trade 
was gaining ground over the British imports, mention 
might be made of the following:—Cotton trouserings ; 
shawls of all kinds (knitted, all wool, wool and cotton, 
etc.); cotton hosiery (half hose and stockings, black and 
coloured); coloured knitting wools; coloured cotton 
blankets, cotton tartans; all wool and union-dyed dress 
fabrics (merinos). 

A German-made shawl, described as ‘‘panolon bordado 
conseda, de cachemira,”’ is sold all over Bolivia, and it is 
considered that at least 1,000 dozens could be disposed of. 
The best measurement is 170 centimetres by 170, or by 
340 centimetres. The price of this article, and of the 
‘shales,’ ‘“‘chalones,’? and other shawls worn, which have 
principally come from Germany, has risen four and five- 
fold. but the sales have hardly been affected. The patterns 
are important, and those in squares, like the Italian shawl 
(‘chal’), are popular. 


GERMAN MERINOS AND BritisH MANUFACTURES. 

There was a large importation of German merinos— 
“merino de lana.’’ Of the various colours the yellow is 
unsaleable, but the magenta and kindred shades are much 
in vogue. It is suggested that British manufacturers would 
make a good business by forwarding to some of the recom- 
mended houses in La Paz samples of cloths such as these, as 
made in England. 

JAPANESE TRADE IN TEXTILES. 

Japanese trade is assuming increasing importance in 
Bolivia. An important Japanese concern is understood 
to be devoting itself particularly to the development of 
business with South America. 

JAPANESE Hrrorts to Secure TRADE. 

The Japanese have been working very energetically for 

the last three years in an endeavour to get their goods 
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placed in the Bolivian market. Up to the present their 
activities in this direction have been confined principally 
to sending samples and price lists; but travellers are about 
to arrive to canvass the country and study its different 
requirements, 

The following articles have been offered for sale by 
Japanese firms, but it is believed that very little business 
has been done in them, the principal Japanese line being 
in cotton goods:—Mirrors, pocket-knives, paint brushes, 
shoe laces, press buttons, metal eyelets, imitation leather 
suit cases, imitation leather attaché cases and brief bags, 
leather goods, saddles, harness, bridles, general hardware, 
wire nails, cement, porcelain, earthen, glass, bamboo, cellu- 
loid, bronze and nickel wares, fans, stationery, toilet soap, 
perfumery, toys, camphor, linseed oil, alum, fertilisers, 
brass, sheets, sulphur. 


JAPANESE COMPETITION WITH MANCHESTER. 

Business in cotton goods will undoubtedly increase, 
although at present prices are just as high as those ruling 
in Hngland, with but few exceptions. The Japanese manu- 
facturers have a good deal to learn before they can com- 
pete successfully with Manchester. The packing is very 
defective and subject to robbery; their bale packing is very 
poor. They also have but a slight idea of the qualities 
and designs of cloth suitable for the Bolivian market. In 
general, the qualities which they offer could be sold here, 
but the designs (especially in printed flannelettes and cotton 
trouserings) are very unsuitable. The question of designs 
will no doubt be studied by special representatives, and 
then imitated. In dyed flannelettes the colours are quite 
good and the merchandise offered is suitable for Bolivia. 
The following is a list of goods in which business has 
been stated to have been done:—Hemp twine, fancy dyed 
brocades, white shirtings, dyed and printed flannelettes and 
cotton trouserings, khaki drill, velveteens, black and coloured 
twills for linings, coloured felts, cotton crépes, cotton 
blankets (the blankets offered are an excellent imitation of 
the German article which was sold before the war), grey 
shirtings, silks, cotton underwear, cotton hosiery, gloves 
(the last three articles are also very similar to the German 
articles sold before the war), cotton towels, quilts, shawls, 
rugs, cotton zephyrs, cotton drills, sateens, braids and 
tapes, cotton poplin. The volume of business done has not 
been great, but it has served to prepare the ground. 


JAPANESE AGENTS IN BOLIVIAN Towns. 


There are several Japanese shops in La Paz and the other 
towns, whose owners act as commercial agents and send to 
Japan samples of goods in demand in olivia. There is no 
report of the Japanese offering woollen goods up to the 
present, with the sole exception of woollen felts. 


BoLivtaN METALS AND THEIR MARKETING IN JAPAN. 


The Bolivian Iegation in Tokio is understood to be 
endeavouring to make arrangements whereby a market for 
Bolivian metals .can be found in Japan and assisted by 
special shipping facilities. 

SPAIN AND THE Bouivian MARKET. 


Spain has sent textiles, provisions, some enamelled ware, 
and a few other articles, which have found ready accept- 
ance, and may all prove to be a permanent source of supply 
to the Bolivian market. 

BANKING AND SHIPPING FACILITIES. 

The absence of a British bank has undoubtedly proved a 
handicap to British interests. Save the German Trans- 
Atlantic Bank, there are no foreign banks, although the 
Mercantile Overseas Bank of the Amegicas (United States) 
opened up for a short time, but closed down shortly after. 

Shipping facilities have been enjoyed by American trade. 
One line of American steamers do a special run of 15 days 
from New York to Antofagasta, and offer very good facili- 
ties to the United States export trade. 


Future TravE PossIBILitTIgs. 

The future demand for imported manufactures is promis- 
ing, but will be influenced materially by the price of tin, 
especially if that price is maintained at a figure to enable 
all miners, big and small, to work at a profit. General 
prospects seem good and money is plentiful, During the 
war exports have greatly exceeded imports into Bolévia, 
with the result that large credits are held abroad, in the 
United States, and the United Kingdom, which will tend to 
be used as soon as possible to make up for deficiencies 
suffered during the war, and to redress the balance of trade. 
The value of tin exports rose from 40,000,000 bolivianos in 
1916 (£3,200,000) to 130,000,000 (say, £10,400,000) in 1918. 
But for the future the whole matter depends on the con- 
ditions of the mining industry in Bolivia, which, in its 
turn, depends almost entirely upon the prospective demand 
for, and price of, tin. 
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Shipping and Docks. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


PROPOSED FLOATING DOCKS FOR SOUTH 
AMERICAN RIVERS. 

The President of the Argentine Republic has addressed a 
message to Congress, asking for an appropriation of 
3,202,000 pesos (say £4.000,000) for the construction of float- 
ing docks in the rivers Parana, Uruguay, and Paraguay, with 
the object, it is stated, of facilitating commerce in those 
regions where ships meet with great obstacles in loading and 
discharging cargoes. 

It is considered that the construction of these docks 1s 
urgent in that without them the interior regions will remain 
in their present state of isolation. The docks proposed are 
eighteen in number, and are to be placed at points designated 
by a Commission of Engineers nominated by the Government. 














FINLAND. 
PROPOSED FREE HARBOUR AT ALO. 
(From the Acting British Vice-Consul.) 
HELSINGFORS. 

A scheme tor the creation of a free harbour at Abo is 
under consideration, and a company with a capital of 
1,500,000 Finnish marks is stated to have acquired an area 
ot 1,750 acres tor the purpose. 

further steps are being taken before the necessary con- 
cession 1s obtained from the Finnish Government, but it is 
expected that this will be forthcoming immediately after the 
passing of a Bill, providing for the issue of such concessions, 
which is to be submitted to the Diet at the commencement 
of its next session towards the end of October. After the 
concession has been obtained it is understood that further 
shares will be issued of which, it is anticipated, the Abo 
Municipal Authorities will take a considerable quantity. 

It is expected that this scheme will prove of international 
interest in view of the importance of a Finnish free harbour 
as a connecting link between Western and North-Eastern 
Europe. The promoters anticipate the diversion via Abo 
and Scandinavia of much. ot the Russian perishable goods 
traffic, which formerly passed through the Lower Baltic 
Poris and Copenhagen. The project would thus uppear to a 
certain extent to provide the means of competing with 
recent American enterprises at Copenhagen. 

The constructional part of the programme has not as yet 
been finally decided upon. 

A Bill is also being submitted to the Dict, applying for 
concessions for the construction of a railway between the Port 
of Abo and Rihismaki, an important junction for eastward 
and northward-bound traffic. 





—_—— 


ITALY. 
MINISTRY FOR MERCANTILE MARINE. 


The Italian Ministry of Transport is about to establish a 
separate Ministry for the Mercantile Marine, which will be 
divided under three heads, as under :— 

(1) Administrative and Seaborne Personnel: 

(2) Building and Purchases: 

(3) Working of the Navigation Routes. 


JAPAN. 

PORT REGULATIONS, CHARGES, ETC. 
Information regarding shipping regulations and charges 
in the leading ports of Japan has been collected by H.M. 
Commercial Secretary at Yokohama, and may be consulted 
on application to the Shipping and Transport Section of the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 2. 
The information covers port dues, light dues, pilotage, 
wharfage, towing, Customs regulations and tariff charges, 
bills of health, facilities for repair, docking vessels, and 
charges, stevedores’ charges, etc. General regulations cover- 
ing all Japanese ports are also available. The main ports 

corcerned are Yokohama, Kobe, Nagasaki, and Osaka. 











MOROCCO. 
PORT WORKS AT CEUTA. 








(From the Acting British Vice-Consul 5 
| TRIUAN. 


In connection with the development of the harbour works 
at Ceuta (see the ‘Journal’ of 3rd April), it is stated that 
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the Spanish Cortes have authorised a loan of 11,500,000 
pesetas to be applied to the prosecution of the scheme. 

Work is to be concentrated mainly on the construction of 
the commercial whart of Alfonso XIII, which will be 70 
metres broad and is to be supplied with a railway, cranes, 
eic. Steps are being taken to acquire sites for the erection 
of huts to accommodate workers and their families who will 
have to be brought in to carry out the scheme. 

There is apparently an opening tor British enterprise to 
supply cranes, rails, galvanised sheets, cement, iron beams, 
and other building materials, including huts. 

British firms interested may obtain the name and address 
of the Spanish contractor who has the work in hand, on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 4, Queen 
Anne’s Buildings, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1. 





PORT DEVELOPMENTS AT CASABLANCA AND 
SAFEFT. 
(From H.M. Agent and Consul-General.) 
TANGIER. 

A loan of 40,000,000 frs., for the purpose of developing 
the ports ot Casablanca and Saffi, has been adopted in prin- 
ciple, the interest and sinking fund being secured on the 
receipts of the Caisse Spéciale. Mooring buoys are to be 
placed at Casablanca in positions under the shelter of the 
large mole. 

The question of increasing shipping facilities at the ports 
of the French Protectorate is under consideration, and more 
especially the establishment of a regular service between 
Cadiz and Casablanca, which would be of great utility trom 
the point of view of mail and passenger services. 

ProGress OF WorK AT CASABLANCA. 

Work in connection with port development at Casablanca, 
while hindered by the War, was nevertheless carried on and 
is now being completed with all possible speed. 

The large mole had attained a length of 1,030 metres in 
August, and it is hoped to complete the bend of 200 metres 
additional by the end of the year. 

A landing-stage of 275 metres has also to be finished, which 
is expected within about eighteen months, when the largest 
vessels will be able to land their passengers. | 

Port For LIGHTERS AT SAFFI. 

The Shereefian Government. invite tenders for the con- 
struction of a port for lighters here. Persons who wish to 
tender should give information concerning important marine 
works already carried out by them and stating the names of 
the engineer in charge, and should present certificates or 
other papers in proot of their competence before the Ist 
November, to La Direction Generale des Travaux Public, at 
Rabat. 

Those admitted to tender will receive notice thereof and 
will be able to obtain particulars of the works to be executed. 





PERU. 
PORT REGULATIONS. 


A great deal of information on Peruvian ports has been 
collected by H.M. Commercial Secretary at Lima. 

The country’s ports include Callao, which has the only 
dock in Peru for ocean-going steamers. Practically all 
mports pay duty, and those entering the country through 
Callao, Salaverry, or Paita, are subjected to a further sur- 
tax of 2 per cent. in aid of municipal works. Paita Bay 1s 
probably the best natural harbour on the West Coast south 
of Panama, and the port is connected by rail with an 
important cotton district. Mollendo and Salaverry are 
open roadsteads. 

Information respecting port dues and charges, navigation, 
Customs, quarantine regulations and warehousing, ete., can 
be obtained on application to the Shipping and Transport 
Section of the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

2 


SPAIN. 

PORT REGULATIONS AND DUES AT SEVILLE 

A Decree, published in the ‘“‘Gaceta de Madrid’’ of 16th 
September, contains new tariffs and regulations for their 
application presented by the Seville Port Works Authorities. 
These refer to wharfage charges, navigation dues, loading 
and unloading of merchandise, etc., together with regula- 
tions for wharfage and warehousing. . 

These regulations, in Spanish, may be consulted on applica- 
tion to the Shipping and Transport Section, 73, Basinghall 
Street, I.C.2. 
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Railways. 


BOLIVIA. 


RAILWAY EXTENSION. 
(Bion the British Legation.) 








La Paz. 

The following railway developments wiil reveal the 
prospective demand from Bolivia tor railway and transport 
naterial, sanitary goods, etc. 

La Paz-Yuncas Raitway. 

The first section will comprise 160 kilometres, of which 
about 30 have been laid up to date. It is desired to extend 
it eventually to the Beni River, providing, by way oi the 
Amazon, an outlet to the Atlantic. The money for the first 
section Of this line was obtained on loan from New York. 

PaTINO CONCESSION. 

In connection with this line is another project, which is at 
present in abeyance, for the construction of a railway 
striking north-east from La Paz to the headwaters of the 
rivers running north to the Amazon, and possibly connect- 
ing with Santa Cruz. ; 

Potost-SucrE Ratiway. 

This line is under construction tor some 15-20 kilometres 
(to Betanzos), and funds are being sought for its comple- 
tion. The expenditure for the vear 1919 is calculated at 
about £500,000, and the whole line may take about 
£1,500,000. Various schemes for raising the money are on 
foot, and a loan may be raised in the United States. Another 
proposal has been made to the Antofagasta (Chile) and 
Bolivia Railway (which runs to Potosi) to undertake the 
construction for account ot the Government. 

Atocna-Tupiza Rainway. 

The Bolivia Railway runs to Atocha, and has the right 
of preference as regards the Atocha-Tupiza construction— 
a right which it is being urged by the Bolivian Government 
to exercise. This scheme is to link up CUyuni, on the main 
jine to Antofagasta, through Atocha, with Tupiza and La 
Quiaca, where rail connection will be made with the Argen- 
tine North Central Railway. It was temporarily abandoned 
in the vear 1913 on reaching Atocha, 80 kilometres from 
Uyuni. Uyuni is distant from Tupiza 194 kilometres, and 
237 kilometres from La Quiaca on the Argentine frontier, 
whence the distance to Buenos Ayres is 1,794 kilometres. 

Another project for completing this construction is to 
raise a Bolivian Government Loan of £1,000,000, guaran- 
teed by the shares held by the State in the Banco de la 
Nacion, to-day worth about £1,001,360. The line (with the 
next mentioned, trom Tupiza to La Quiaca) is an important 
one as completing rail communication with the Argentine 
and opening up a valuable trade route. 

La Quraca-TuPIza. 

This line is actually under construction by a French firm. 
The total length is 93 kilometres, but construction work has 
been greatly delayed owing to difficulties arising from the 
war. 

Both the two schemes mentioned above, especially the 
Atocha-Tupiza section, are understood to be engaging the 
attention of an Argentine firm, as well as that of a London 
railway works company, who are sending out one of their 
directors to investigate. 

CochaBAMBA-SantTa Cruz: Sucre-LAGuNnILLas-Santa CRvzZ. 

These are projected railways—more of political than com- 
mercial importance—which the Bolivian Government has 
much at heart, together with a prolongation of either to 
Puerto Suarez, on the Paraguay River. 


URUGDAY. 
ORGANISATION OF RAILWAY SERVICE. 


A Commission has been appointed by the National 
Council of Administration to enquire into the steps 
necessary to be taken to ensure the better organisation ot 
the public railway service in Uruguay as regards time tables, 
tariiis, transport of cattle, etc. 

The Commission has invited ‘the co-operation of the 
Rural Association of Uruguay, the Rural Federation, the 
Mercantile Chamber of Products of the Country, and the 
National Commission of Rural Developments, each of which 
corporations have nominated delegates to the Commission. 

The Railways Department will also be represented, and 

the existing railway enterprises in the country will be 
Mvited to send delegates. 
_ The Commission will consult the various public bodies 
imterested in the reform of the railway service, so as to 
— the public authorities to issue appropriate regula- 
10lis. 




















Minerals and Metals. 


AUSTRALIA. 
STANDARDISATION OF STRUCTURAL STEEL. 


al conterence, which had for its object the standardisa- 
tio in Austraha of structural steel sections, has just 
concluded its work at Melbourne. It was attended by 
representatives of the producers and users of structural 
steel, including public departments of the States and 
the Commonwealth, and engineering and architectural 
institutes throughout Australia. 

1t is stated that the result of the conference has been 
satisfactory, and that a series of structural shapes has been 
defined which will enable Australian manufacturers to meet 
practically the whole requirements of the Commonwealth. 
A certain number of sections is to be allocated to each steel 
rolling mill, which it will manufacture exclusively, and 
thus be insured a quick turnover on its outlay, and, on the 
other hand, users will have at their disposal a constant 
supply of standard sections. 








STEEL PrRopuctTicN snp CONSUMPTION. 

A pamphlet issued by the Institute of Science and 
Industry states that already good progress has been made 
with standardisation in many branches of engineering, and 
it is hoped by the application of the same principle to the 
steel branches to render Australia much more nearly self- 
supporting so far as steel is concerned. Considerable leeway, 
however, has to be made up, for, although the annual 
consumption of steel and steel products in the Common- 
wealth is between 700,000 and 800,000 tons, home produc- 
tion is only 200,000 to 250,000 tons. 

BRITISH STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS. 

In carrying out a programme of standardisation it was 
deemed desirable to adhere to the British Standard Specifi- 
cation wherever possible, and, in accordance with this 
sentimert, the Conference accepted ‘a large number of 
British standard specifications with slight modifications to 
meet local needs and conditions. 





REVIEW OF GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF 
MINERALS. 
(From H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner’s Report.) 
Before the War practically the whole of the base metal 
production in Australia had been sold to representatives ot 
the German metal organisation. The outbreak of hostilities 
threw the industry into chaos; and steps were immediately 
taken to cancel existing agreements, and to establish the 
industry on a sound and permanent foundation, consistent 
with British interests, 
GOVERNMENT Poticy. 
The following legislative and administrative acts may be 
cited : — 
. (1) Cancellation of all mineral and metal contracts with 
enemy companies and firms. 

(2) Dissolution of the Lead Convention controlled by 
Germans which determined the price to consumer 
and producer of all Australian lead. 

(3) Dissolution of the Zinc Combine, a purely German 
combine which controlled the world’s spelter 
market, determining price, output, and 
manipulating the market as it pleased in the 
interests of Germany. 

(4) Elimination of the German interests in the copper 
industry in Australia. 

(5) Elimination of all enemy agencies controlling tin, 
molybdenite, wolfram, and other ores. 

The policy of the Government is to have all metallic ores, 
as far as possible, treated within the Commonwealth, so 
that the resultant metals can be marketed in a refined state. 


REORGANISATION. 

Steps taken by the Commonwealth Government resulted 
in the formation and extension of the Broken Hill Associated 
Smelters Proprietary, Limited, which has taken over the 
Broken Hill Proprietary Works at Port Pirie, South Aus- 
tralia. The new company is a co-operative institution for 
the smelting of silver-lead ores and concentrates and the 
refining of the silver-lead bullion. It has one of the largest 
silver-lead smelting works in the world, with a capacity for 
an output of 160,000 tons of pig lead and 5,000,000 to 
6,000,000 ounces of silver per annum. 

The Sulphide Corporation, Limited, continues to improve 
and enlarge its lead smelting works at Cockle Creek, near 
Newcastle, New South Wales. The refinery plant is now in 
operation, and the output of some 60,000 tons of lead per 
annum, with silver and gold, made available locally. 

The I'remantle Smelters, Fremantle, Western Australia. 
are owned by the Fremantle Trading Company, Limited. 
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MINERALS AND METALS —continved. 





The plant running at its full capacity is capable of an annual 
output of 15,000 tons of pig-lead or silver-lead bullion from 
usual grade leady concentrates. The company is at present 
smelting only the Northampton lead ores, which contain 
little or no silver, and the present output is at the rate of 


5,000 tens soft pig lead per annum. 


ZINC. 

A new company, the Zine Producers’ Association Pro- 
prietary, Limited, has been formed to control and dispose 
ot the output of zinc concentrates produced within the 
Commonwealth. All the principal zinc-producing companies 
are members, and the association is founded on a co-operative 


basis. The Commonwealth Government is represented on 
the board, thus safeguarding the interests of the general 
community. 


Under an agreement with the Zine Producers’ Association, 
the Imperial Government is to take 250,000 tons of zinc 
concentrates per annum tor the period of the war and one 
year thereafter, and 300,000 tons per annum for the suc- 
ceeding nine years. The Imperial Government also has an 
option on the balance of production, subject to certain 
reservations. 

The output of zinc concentrates within the Commonwealth 
for the 12 months ended 3lst December, 1917, was 294,800 
tons, and arrangements have been made whereby 40 per 
cent. of the normal output may be reserved for local treat- 
ment. 

COPPER. 

A new company, the Copper Producers’ Association Pro- 
prietary, Limited, has been formed on the same lines as the 
Zine Producers’ Association, to control and dispose of the 
output of copper produced within the Commonwealth. All the 
principal copper-producing companies are members of the 
Association. As in the case of the Zinc Producers’ Associa- 
tion, the Commonwealth Government is represented on the 
Board of Directors. 

The Australian production of copper amounts to approxi- 
mately 40,000 tons per annum. The whole of this copper is 
refined in Australia. 

Tin Ore. 

Encouragement is also given to the refining of tin ore and 
tin concentrates within the Commonweaith. The principal 
tin smelters are the Mount Bischoff Company, Tasmania, the 
Sydney Smelting Company (Pyrmont Works), New South 
Wales, and the Irvinebank Company, Queensland. 

The Commonwealth Government entered into an agree- 
ment with the Imperial Government for the acquisition of 
all wolfram, molybdenite, etc., produced in Australia. Under 
this agreement practically the whole of these minerals pro- 
duced in Australia are being acquired for the Imperial 
Government, the prices fixed from the Ist January, 1918, 
being : — 

Wolfram and scheelite... 65 per cent. WO,, 52s. Gd. per 
unit at producing centres. 
PI iicsccsnensnsavens 

unit at producing centres. 


Metat. EXCHANGE. 


Another action of the Government towards the elimination 
of German influence was the creation of an Australian Metal 
Exchange, with offices at Melbourne and Sydney. No metals 
or minerals can be exported from Australia unless first regis- 
tered with the Exchange by an active member. The mem- 
bers of the Exchange must be natural-born British subjects, 
and the Attorney-General has the right of veto with regard 
to membership during the war and twelve months after. 


Gotp PRopDUCTION. 


A shortage of expert labour and a heavy increase in the 
cost of materials, rendering the working of low-grade gold 
ore unpayable, are factors which have combined to cause a 
diminution of the gold production of Australia. Statistics 
show that the output of gold for 1918 was 1,276,949 fine ozs., 
as compared with 1,455,642 fine ozs. in 1917, a decrease of 
178,693 fine ozs. The decrease in 1917 as comparea with the 
preduction of 1916 was 209,877 fine ozs. The comparative 
returns from each State are as follows : — 


States, etc. 1917. 1918. 
Fine Ozs. Fine Ozs. 

New South Wales .................. 82.171 87.045 
EE PP aE Ee 201,873 158,827 
NE, ccd ecccenbunnavuhsedca Wed 179,305 136,123 
South Australia ..................... 7,141 7,160 
Western Australia ............. 970,317 876.508 
NS ee or ae ee 14,496 11.286 
Northern Territory ........ 339 —_ 


1.276.949 





1,455,642 


Total Commonwealth 





85 per cent MoS , 100s. per, 


MINERALS AND METALS—continwed. 
SOUTH RUSSIA 


NEW MINING 
(From the British 








COMPANY. 
Vice-Consul.) 
Rostov-on-Don, 

A new company has been formed at Rostov-on-Don under 
the title of ‘‘ The Russian Trading, Industrial, Building and 
Mining Company,’’ with a capital of 8,000,000 roubles. 

The aim of the company is to develop industries, especially 
mining, in the South of Russia, and to supply al! necessary 
plant, machinery, tools, etc. It will also undertake the con- 
struction of branch railways from the various mines and 
collieries to the main lines. 

It is the intention to procure most of the material from 
abroad, and consequently this should interest British manu- 
facturers. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
[RON-ORE PRODUCTION AND MANGANESE 





ORE SHIPMENTS. 
(From H.M. Acting Commercial Secretary.) 


WASHINGTON. 

The iron-ore mined in the United States of America in 
1915, exclusive of that containing 5 per cent. or more 
of manganese, amounted to 69,658,278 gross tons, compared 
with ¢5,288,851 tons in 1917, a decrease of 7:5 per cent. 
The quantity of ore shipped from the mines in 1918 was 
72,621,202 gross tons, valued at 244,368,147 dols., compared 
with 75,573,207 tons, valued at 238,260,444 dols., in 1917, 
a decrease in quantity of 4:7 per cent., but an increase in 
value of 2°6 per cent. 

The average selling value of the ore per gross ton at the 
mines for the whole United States in 1918 was 3°39 dols., 
compared with 3°15 dols. in 1917. The stocks of iron-ore 
at the mines, mainly in Michigan and Minnesota, amounted 
at the close of 1918 to 8,471,507 tons gross, compared with 
11,003,845 tons in I9L7, a decrease of about 23 per cent. 


IF LUORSPAR. 


In this connection it may be of further interest to observe 
that the output of fluorspar mined and marketed in the 
United States has greatly increased during the last year. 
During the year 1918 263,817 short tons, valued at 
5,465,481 dols., were sold, compared with 218,828 tons, 
valued at 2,287,722 dols., in 1917. This represents an 
increase in quantity ot 44,989 tons, or nearly 21 per cent., 
and in value of 3,177,750 dols., or nearly 139 per cent. It 
is stated that the increase was caused mainly by the 
increased demand for steel for use in the war, as most of 
the fluorspar marketed was used as a flux in making steel. 


MANGANESE ORF SHIPMENTS. 

According to the report of the United States Geological 
Survey, shipments of manganese ore during the first three 
months of 1919, show that the shipments during that quarter 
were much smaller than during any other quarter since 
1917. 

The shipments of high-grade ore were 23,937 tons, against 
75,465 tons during the last quarter of 1918, and 305,869 tons 
during the entire year. The number of shippers was only 
24, against 247 during the year 1918. The shipments of 
low-grade ore, containing 10 to 35 per cent. manganese, were 
35,510 tons, against 320,455 tons during the last quarter of 
1918, and 916,163 tons during the year. 

Practically all the ore shipped -during the first quarter 
was material delivered on contracts made before the 11th 
November, 1918. 

According to the opinion of operators of manganese mines 
and the United States Geological Survey experts, the out- 
look of the United States ore industry is gloomy, and they 
see no reason for changing an earlier estimate that the 
shipments for the year will probably not exceed 60,000 tons. 





OF WORLD’S SUPPLY OF 
VANADIUM. 
(From H.M. Acting Commercial Secretary.) 
WASHINGTON. 
published by the Standard 
Statistics Company Messrs, J. Leonard Replogle (former 
Director of Steel Supplies) and Charles M. Schwab have 
bought the mines in Peru and the mills in Pittsburg of 
the American Vanadium Company. This deal involves the 
control of about 98 per cent. of the vanadium supply of the 
world. 
The company, it is stated, will probably be known as the 
Vanadium Company of America. 


Ow 


CONTROL 


According to a report 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 
THE WOOL POSITION. 


The Director of Raw Materials, Ministry of Munitions, 
issues tor the information of the Trade the following 
estimate of the statistical position of the Imperial Purchase 
Account in Australian and New Zealand Wool :— 

GENERAL Posttron. 














1919. Bales. 
Ist Sept. Stock on shore, United Kingdom ...... 910,000 
Afloat for United Kingdom ............ 163,000 
Stock in Australia ......................5. 980,000 
Stock in New Zealand ........ ees 380,000 
Zotal stock (ist Gent.)...............00...0.0000. 2,433,000 
Oct., 1919-June, 1920. Next Australian clip...... 2,000,C00 
Dec., 1919-March, 1920. Next New Zealand chp 575,000 
5,008 000 
Sept., 1919-Dee., 1920. Expected deliveries for 
consumption— 
Direct to foreign ports 300.060 
Deliveries, United Kingdom, 
16 x 225,000— ....... iaoeaeds 3,600,000 
——— 4,400,600 
3lst Dec., 1920. Expected surplus .................. 608 ,000 
AUSTRALASIAN POSITION. 
1919. Bales. 
Ist Sept. Stock in Australia and New Zealand ... 1,360,000 


1919-20. New clips 2,575,000 





3,935,009 
Expect ed Nh ipm ents, 


1919, Bales. 
Sept.-Dec. To United Kingdom. from 
Australia and New Zealand. 
GM FEO ov vnedvecescescs: 700,000 


1920 
Jan.-Sept. To United Kingdom from 
Australia and New Zealand, 
DP Th Bo visererccvescouses 

To United Kingdom from 
New Zealand only, 3 x 
40,000 = 
1919-20. To Antwerp, Genoa, Boston, 


2 025.000 


Oct.-Dec. 


120.600 


eeeeeeeeeeeee ere een eeaeees 








Dunkirk, Japan, ete 800,000 
——— 3,645,000 
Available for extra shipments...... 290,000 
Unitep KincGpom PosiITIon. 
1919. Bales. 
Sept. Stock on shore, United Kingdom ............ 910,000 

Afloat for United Kingdom ............ 163,000 
sept.-Dee. Shipments from Australasia, 

a Te I © tinisitstctesevnesssuvcicesxn 700,000 

1920. 
Jan.-Sept. Shipments — from Australasia, 

IE aainticcennnncncisnneiniccess: 2,025,000 
Oct.-Dec. Shipments from New Zealand, 

BP Se SE IS ecihttheracedniesaisencecy 120,000 
ALN iiss tas, igemiiahaamaaiceenibideiciemasnansebuieiiins 3,918,000 
Dec., 1920. Deliveries at the rate of 225,000 bales 

Se GEN -cuiaeveastnnersnyaxensdusanaienrad 3,600 ,000 
dist Dec., 1920. Stock in United Kingdom or 

afioat for United Kingdom _............ 318,000 





NotE.—The composition, according to grades of the 
9,008,000 bales unsold Ist Sept., 1919, is roughly estimated 
to be as follows : — 

Per cent. 


ee reer 34 
Mim RCO nncc ieee cecccccecsecs. 8 
Beerino Carbomising ..................06.00. 5 
Fine Crossbred Combing ................. 17 
Medium Crossbred Combing ............ 13 
Low Crossbred Combing ....... eeebagads 914 
COONOT CTI oniccc cscs csccccsscceseses 21 
Crossbred Carbonising _.................... 6 
New Zealand Slipes Scoured ............ 5 

L100 


In explanation of the above estimates it should he pointed 
out that they are based or the assumption that the whole 
ot the Government-owned Wool in Australia will be shipped 
by the end of September, 1920, and iz New Zealand bv the 
end of December, 1920. | 
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TEX TILES—continued. 
AUSTRALIA. 
REVIEW OF GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF WOOL. 


(From H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner’s Report.) 

The Imperial Government having purchased the 1917-18 
wool clip, the operations of the Central Wool Committee 
were continued during 1918 with satisfactory results. The 
price paid was similar to the previous season, viz., a flat 
rate of lojd. per lb. greasy—an increase of 55 per cent. on 
the prices ruling in the pre-war season. 

The wool was prepared, catalogued, and shown in the 
usual way, but instead of being sold by public auction, it 
was valued by duly appointed Government wool appraisers, 
according to a table ot limits prepared by a body of experts 
acting as an advisory board to the Central Wool Committee. 
On appraisement the wool became the property of the 
Imperial Government, and was shipped as freight space 
became available, it being prescribed that the allotment of 
treight should be on the basis of the quantity of wool 
appraised in each State. 

The Central Wool Committee, at the request of the 
[Imperial Government, undertook to scour and reclass as 
much wool as would keep the local industries going to their 
full capacity. 

Ninety per cent. of the appraised value was paid to wool 
growers through the wool selling brokers, fourteen days after 
the completion of each series of appraisements, ten per cent. 
again being withheld for possible adjustments. 

The total quantity of greasy wool appraised was 569,629,520 
lb., and scoured wool 47,340,403 ib.. a total of 616,969,923 Ib., 
equal to 664,310,326 Ib., greasy. 

The average appraised price of the greasy wool was 14-98d. 
per lb., and of the scoured wool 25 62d. per lb. The average 
appraised price on the greasy basis works out at 14:68d. per 
Ib. The difference between this and the flat rate of 154d. 
is equal to 5-59 per cent. of the appraised price. 

Te 1917-18 Cup. 

The distribution and value of the 1917-18 clip was as 

follows: 
































Weight 
Purchased by Appraised. | Values. 

i a ied al lbs. £ 
ee Ca ea ; Greasy | 533,713,279 | 36,555,476 
—— ‘{ Scoured 46,196,661 | 5,234,040 
Total .... — 579,909,940 | 41,789,516 
‘ me rq J, (easy 13,185,745 755,302 
Local woollen manufacturer: i} Scoured | 1,132'587 , 100,782 
a -- 14,318,332 | 856,084 

| o ) 3-4 4 

Local wool top manufacturers | ae | 2,730,496 | 256,898 
| Scoured | 11,155 1,939 
Total .... — 2,741,651 | 257,775 
{ Greasy | 569,629,520 | 37,566,614 
Total purchased = -. = -- | Scoured | 47,340,403 | 5,336,761 
Total greasy and scoured — 616,969,923 | 42,903,375 





The local woollen manutacturers obtain their supplies at 
the appraised price, but wool top manutacturers are required 
to pay the flat rate for all their purchases. 

Arrangements have been concluded for the purchase, by 
the Imperial Government, of the Australian wool clip for 
the period of the war, and for one full wool vear thereafter. 


CANADA. 
THE WOOL CLIP. 


The wool clip of Canada for 191% has been placed at 
15,000,000 pounds, according to July estimates. This 
represents a very material increase over 1918. Government 
figures would indicate a production of close on 18,000,000 Ib., 
but this is thought by well-informed. persons in the wool 
trade to be in excess of the actual clip. The 1918 production 
wus 12,000,000 pounds. The number ef sheep has been 
increased by between 300,000 and 400,000. 

As far as distribution is concerned, it is believed that a 
much smaller proportion of the clip will be absorbed by the 
Canadian woollen mills. Whereas between 4,000,000 and 
5,000,000 Ib. of wool were sold within Canada last year, 
mosily for domestic consumption, the total this year is not 
expected to exceed 1,500,000 pounds. The amount of wool 
sold to date is about 1,500,000 pounds, of which a portion 
will probably find a re-sale market in the United States. 











' 


} 


‘ 











456 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


OcTOBER 8, 19]9. 











TEXTILES —continued. 


HIUNGKONG., 
COTTON PIECE-GOODS TRADE. 


From H.M. Commercial Necretary.) 
WI 








HONGKONG. 

Whilst far below Shanghai in respect of the volume of 
its piece-goods business, Hongkong is a distributing centre 
of very considerable importance, and, as the methods of 
trading differ greatly in the two ports, a few notes with 
reterence to conditions in the Colony may be of interest. 

in Hongkong practically the whole of the import trade 
in cotton cloths is in the hands of British and foreign firms, 
there being very little direct importing by Chinese, and 
so far as Lancashire goods are concerned, about seventy- 
five per cent. of the business is divided amongst half-a-dozen 
large British firms, which either have their own oftices in 
England or are closely associated with important manu- 
facturing and exporting houses at heme. Apart from these 
concerns all the firms of general importers in the Colony 
are interested more or less in the piece-goods trade. 

By tar the larger proportion of the piece-goods imported 
into Hongkong is bought by the foreign importer on his 
own account, only a comparatively small part of the trade 
being conducted on a commission basis. The most marked 
difference between the methods of trade in Shanghai and 
Hongkong is the entire absence in Hongkong of the piece- 
goods auciions, which constitute such an important feature 
ot the business in Shanghai. Whether the auction system 
ceuld be successfully introduced into Hongkong is difficult 
to say, but much opposition would be encountered both 
fron the foreign importers and from the native dealers. 

Chinese piece-goods dealers in Hongkong may be divided 
into two classes, the wholesale merchants, about a dozer in 
number, and the retailers, who are much more numerous. 
As in the case of most lines of business in China, the 
cotton piece-goods merchants congregate together in one 
quarter of the city—the wholesale dealers in Jervois Street, 
and the retailers in Wing On Street. The former do business 
on an important scale, each firm disposing of from 2,000 
to 7,000 cases of goods in a year, and frequently making 
their purchases by the hundred cases, The latter are much 
more restricted in their operations, buying a few cases at 
2% tame, and include amongst their number many smail 
concerns of mushroom growth, which come into existence 
when conditions seem tavourable, and are promptly in- 
volved in serious difficulties when the market goes against 
them. The larger dealers have their branch houses at 
various cities in China, and buyers from Canton and other 
trading centres also come to Hongkong to make their 
purchases. 

Relations between the foreign importer and the dealer 
are kept by means ot Chinese brokers employed by the 
former. These men visit the dealers regularly, keep in 
touch with market requirements, display samples, and 
endeavour to secure orders. In return for their services 
they receive from their employer a commission of one-half 
per cent. on all orders secured. Prices are quoted in local 
currency, and the contract usually provides that delivery 
must be taken two months after arrival of the goods; but 
in the case of tancies the time allowed is usually four 
months. In this respect there has been a great improvement 
since the elimination of the Germun element, which was 
responsible tor the excessive credit allowed to Chinese 
buyers, and the consequent gambling and unsound business 
methods which formerly characterised the trade. The 
compradore of the importing firm guarantees the perform- 
ance of the contract, and receives from the buver a com- 
mission of one-half per cent. 

The most important lines imported through Hongkong 
are grey shirtings, white shirtings, ana T-cloths, but there 
is also a large trade in fancy goods of every kind. 

Here, as in Shanghai and elsewhere in China, Japan is 
by tar our most dangerous competitor, but whilst the 
Japanese miils have naturally profited to some extent by 
the opportunity presented to them during the past few 
years, their position would have been much stronger if they 
had succeeded in gaining a better reputation for the re- 
lialility and uniform quality of their goods. In this respect 
the Japanese firms have an extremely unenviable name in 
South China, and their strong hold on the business rests 
solely on their ability to put goods on the market at prices 
with which Manchester houses cannot compete. 

Prospects oF Britisn Traber. 

The immediate prospects tor the British piece-goods trade 
ut Hongkong are distinctly favourable, and lately firms 
have been doing a very large business. The demand has 
come largely from Shanghai and North China, conditions 
in Canton and the South generally being still too unsettled 
to admit of business on an extensive scale. There appears 
to be no question, however, that throughout al! the Southern 


TEXTILES —continued. 





Provinces stocks are practically non-existent, and, given 
fair measure of security and public order, even the 
abnormally high prices ruling in the United Kingdom 
should not interfere to any serious extent with the con- 
tinuance of a steady demand for some time to come. 








UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 








PLAN FOR SELLING COTTON TO GERMANY. 
(From H.M. Acting Commercial Secretary.) 
WASHINGTON. 

A scheme which has for its purpose the financing of sales 
of Aimericau low-grade cotton to Germany has recently 
been made public, and has two main objects in view. First, 
relief to the United States of the fast accumulating stocks 
of cotton which American manufacturers are reluctant to 
use; and second, the supplying of the German demand. 

According to the United States Census, stocks of American 
cotton were as follows :— 

On 30th June, 1914.—Running bales, exclusive of 
linters, in public storage, 620,547; mill warehouse, 
1,089,676. 

On 380th June, 1919.—Public storage, 2,752,676; mill 
warehouse, 1,314,342. 

Cotton experts are agreed that the cotton in pubiic store 
is nearly all of grades below those most desired by domestic 
mills, and of the 2,752,676 bales in public store on 30th June, 
1919, it is said that 2,000,000 bales were ot the quality 
Which American mils and banks would be glad to see 
exported. 

During 1915 and 19i6 German cotton mills were working 
on accumulated stocks, and producing goods almost entirely 
tor the Government. Since 1916 they have had practically 
no cotton and have been able to operate only on shoddies, 
wastes, nettle fibre, and paper. Thus the domestic stocks 
of textiles have run so low that consumers are in a mood 
to accept much inferior qualities than formerly. Fortunately 
for American exporters, many German mills are especially 
adapted for spinning low grades and would be eager buyers. 
Ji is desirable to find an outlet for accumulations of low 
grades before the advent of the new crop, and the sale of 
these grades to Germany would seem to be the logical 
remedy. 

KFFECTS OF THE WAR. 

During the war three distinct causes combined to leave 
low-grade cotton on hand:—(1) American war orders re- 
quired goods which had to be made almost entirely from 
middling and better. (2) The German trade, which took 
large proportions ot the lowest grades, was completely shut 
off. (3) Other foreign consumers, who would normally take 
low grades, had to pay such high ocean freights (whether on 
high or low grades) that they naturally went on to the 
higher grades. 

The accumulation of these stagnant grades naturally 
tends tu widen the price differentials, Quotations on 29th 
August, 1913, showed a difference between middling and 
good ordinary of 2°15 cents a pound. By 7th May, 1919, 
this difference had widened to 10-08 cents. Even this does 
not seem to move these low grades for domestic trade, but 
this is partly because very few American mills are equipped 
to handle them. 

The only solution is export, which would be most acceptable 
to banks that have many million dollars loaned on this 
Cotton. 

PROBLEMS. 

The problems then are: (1) to find a way to offer large 
stocks of assorted cotton for German spinners to choose 
from without actually carrying these stocks in Germany ; 
(2) to find a way to sell to spinners for deliveries in accord- 
ance with actual mill consumption. These problems properly 
solved would put no unusual strain on the American banker 
and work no hardship on the German spinner. Both can be 
so solved by co-operation with trading and banking institu- 
tions in Holland (and possibly also in Denmark), so arranged 
that American banks would take no risks except on cotton 
paper such as they are accustomed to, namely, bills of lading 
and warehouse receipts, while the Dutch would also take 
only usual risks by dealing in small instalments with German 
customers with whom they are in constant personal contact. 

Cotton EXxcHANGE AT RoTTeRDAM. 

A cotton exchange has been organised in Rotterdam, and 
some inodern cotton warehouses erected in accordance wit 
American specifications, and several strong trading com- 
panies in Rotierdam are stated to be in a position to handle 
and finance cotton into Germany as fast as they can noW 
consume it. 
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Chemicals and Oils. 


KOUMANIA. 


PETROLEUM PIPE LINE. 
(From H.M; Commercial Secretary.) 
BUCAREST. 

The petroieum pipe-line will be working shortly over the 
following system : — . 

(1) From Baicoi over Cernavoda to Constantza a pipe 
vxhich will be used for pumping ‘‘ Lampante ”’ (distilled 0,822 
to 0.825 for shipment abroad). 

(2) From Baicoi to Giurgevo (on the Lower Danube) a 
pipe for pumping benzine. From Giurgevo the benzine will 
i shipped by barge to Braila, where there is storage for 
17.000 tons available. It is presumed that tank steamers will 
come to Braila for export shipments. 

Tr js stated that a large quantity of petroleum has already 
heen sold to Canada, and further quantities are ready for 


delivery. 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
SHORTAGE OF VAT DYES. 


(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
WASHINGTON. 

According to information just made public it appears 
that in order,to save the American shirt industry from a 
critical situation, the Alien Property Custodian has asked 
the President to issue an executive order permitting him 
to sead an agent to Paris to buy from the Reparations 
Commission a six months’ supply of German vat dyes to tide 
over American manufacturers until American-made vat dyes, 
which are already largely perfected, can be produced in 
commercial quantities. ! 

This action followed as the result of an all-day conference 
between representatives of the War Trade Board and the 
National Association of Shirt Manufacturers, who urged 
that if their request is granted it will completely meet the 
situation that otherwise threatens extensive injury to the 
shirt industry, which is valued at 150,000,000 to 250,000,000 
dols 

The difficulty with which they are confronted is that 
Avashing compounds used in American laundries invariably 
ruin shirts dyed with any but dyes equal in quality to 
German vat dyes. The shirt manufacturers expect that 
through special licences they will always be able to have a 
six months’ supply of dyes on hand, with the option of 
extending the licence period for two months in emergency 
until American dyes are fully able to meet their demands. 

In the meantime it is expected that the Longworth Bill, 
embodying in law a special licence provision for dyes that 
cannot be bought in this country, will be favourably con- 
sidered by both Houses, and stands a tair chance of being 
passed. 

















AMERICAN AND GERMAN COMPETITION. 

In this connection it might be of further interest to 
observe that, according to a statement made by the 
American Chemical Association, American manufacturers 
of dyestuffs are spending millions of dollars to meet the 
expected competition of Germany, and one large corpora- 
tion, it is stated, has already spent in the neighbourhood 
ot over 1,800,000 dels. in experimenting for the preparation 
of much-desired colours. The Chemical Association points 
out that the great cost of promoting a native dye industry 
comes in putting into practical application on a large scale 
the work of the laboratory. 

Of the hundreds of dyes which were manufactured abroad 
before 1914, there is scarcely one, in the opinion of the 
Association, which could not be made by American chemists 
on a small scale under Jaboratory conditions. When the 
Wholesale operation begins, however, there are many 
obstacles which in the opinion of the Association, can only 
Se overcome by aciual practice. 

According to the “Oil, Paint and Drug Reporter,’”’ one of 
the leading American publications on the subject, the 
rst direct clash of the United States dye industry with 
Germany in toreign trade will come in China, Dutch Kast 
Indies, and Japan, where Germany has, no doubt, the 
advantages in the native conservation against change in 
selling organisations, and in the system of credits. Tt is 
interesting to note, however, that the two main questions 
of a premising market for American dyes in the Far East, 
and that of credit, are being very seriously studied by both 
United States manufacturers and the Government Depart- 
ments, and for the benefit of American industry, a careful 
survey, it is reported, is now beYing made of conditions 
and opportunities in the Far East by the Department of 
Commerce. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


CANADA. 
FRANCO-CANADIAN TREATY, 1908. 


lt is stated in Memorandum No. 2336 B, dated 16th 
September, 1919, which has been issued by the Canadian 
Department of Customs, that entries under the Franco- 
Canadian Treaty, 1908, and its amendments, may continue 
to be accepted by the Customs until otherwise ordered. 


NEW ZEALAND. 
CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 


The following Customs Decisions, specifying the classifica- 
tion of various articles under the Customs Duties Act on their 
Importation into New Zealand, are contained in Minister’s 
Order D.42, dated 5th August, 1919, viz. :— 























Rates oF Import Duty 

On goods,the 

produce or 

manufacture 
On of any part 

Tarif? foreign of the British 
item. goods. Dominions. 


ARTICLES. 


= o-—-  — ee ome — — —— a ee 


Articles and materials suited only 
for, and to be used solely in, the 
fabrication of goods in the 
Dominion— Chromos, prints, and 
photo lithographs tor faney-box 
making, when declared solely 
for use in box-making .. | 82 | Free Free 

Bieveles, fittings for, viz. :—- 

Butted steering tubes, turned, | 
screwed and slotted »» 170 , 20°5 ad val. | 10°% ad val. 

Butterfly tablets, being butter- 
flies chemically preserved and 
mounted on tablets of card- 
board with glass covers .. 483 Free | Free 

Dental appliances, viz. :— 

Sterilizers, electric, peculiarly 
suited for dental use -- | 279 | Free Free 
Flooring and roofing of tube- 
roid ” or similar material, viz.: 
Flooring with imitation lino- 
leum pattern ‘a a 
tooting, plain coloured, includ- 
ing the same material known 
as flooring .. ‘i .. | 483 Free ree 

Lentils, split “ eo »-» 215 9d. the 100 | 9d. the 100 

lb. | lb. 


LOD | 20°) ad val.  20°% ad val. 


Motor-cycles, accessories for, viz. : 
Number-plates of  japanned 
metal ior motor-cycles, when 
imported separately a 
Vulcaniser outfits, parts of, viz. :— 
t» Cardboard discs, impregnated, 
set in tin containers, with 

-| rubber patch attached .. | 483 Free Free 


186 374% ad val. | 25% ad val. 


[NoTE.—A ‘‘primage duty’’ of 1 per cent. ad valorem is 
levied on all the above goods, in accordance with the 
‘Finance Act, 1915.’? This duty is payable on importation 
and is levied irrespective of whether the goods are otherwise 
lisble to duty or not. | 





ALLOWANCE OF DRAWBACK. 


An Order-in-Council of the 29th July, 1919, contains copy 
of a Customs Regulation which has been issued under the 
Customs Act, 1913, and which provides as follows :— 

No drawback of Customs duty shall be allowed on jewellery, 
or imitation jewellery, including articles of platinum, gold, 
silver, or alloys of the same, precious stones, set or unset, 
gilt articles or articles of rolled gold; also gold and silver 
plate and plated ware; except by special permission and 
approval of the Comptroller of Customs, and to the extent 
aliowed by him. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 
CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 


Customs Decisions (No. 32), which has been issued by the 
Commissioner of Customs of the Union of South Africa, con- 
tains a list of interpretations of the Customs Tariff, specify. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





ing the duties leviable on certain articles on their importa- 
tion into the Union. 

The following are the principal decisions contained in the 
above-mentioned Jist, viz.:— 


ee 


Rates of Import Duty. 
Tariff General Rebate tT 
Item. Tariff. 


* Bronze foil (lead foil with bronze 





coating) .. - 54 .. lid 3°, adval. Whole duty 
Eyelets, brass (used in manufac- 

turing of calendars, labels, etc.) 193 20°, ad va’. | 3°) ad val. 
Lifting jacks (all) - .. | 110 | 3% ad val. Whole duty 
* Nasal douche (glass) .. .. | 188a) Free — 
Steel ledger backs (bookbinders’ 

requisites) - 7 .. 193 | 20% ad val. | 3% ad val. 
Silician Earth (used in manufac- 

ture of putty) .. .* .. | do. do. do. 
Vegetable black (used in manu- 

facture of boot polish, notadye) do. do. do. 
Weir shutters (for irrigation pur- | 

ses) ..%; .. - .. Ilda 3% adval. Whole duty 

Weir shutters (for municipal I ; 

water supply! - .. | 193 | 20% ad val. | 3°, ad val. 


* Revised decisions. 
+ Rebate upon goods, the growth, produce or,manulacture of the 
United Kingdom or reciprocating British Colonics. x 


JAMAICA. 
IMPORT AND EXPORT DUTIES. 


The Tariff (Temporary Increase) Continuance Law, 1919 
(No. 3 of 1919), provides that the increased duties imposed 
under the Tariff (Temporary Increase) Law, 1916 (No. 3 ct 
1916), shall be continued until the 3lst March, 1920. (Se¢ 
exceptions below.) 

The Tariff (Temporary Increase) Law, 1919 (No. 11 of 
1919), provides that the surtax imposed under Section 4 of 
Law No. 3 of 1916 on certain spirits, wines, etc., shall be 
increased from 20 per cent. to 374 per cent. 

The articles affected by the increase are as follows :— 








' 


Amount of 
Surtax upon 
‘Import Duties 
| Paid. 


Articles. 


Upon spirits, brandy, whisky, gin, spirits of wine, | 
alcohol (including absolute alcohol) and all other 
distilled spirits, per gallon of proof spirits as ascer- 
tained by Sykes or Sikes’ Hydrometer = - 

Upon bitters, cordials, liqueurs, and sweetened or 
mixed spirituous beverages of a like kind és 

Upon spirituous com pounds, not being methylated 
spirits, nor perfumery, nor medicines recognised by 
the Briti:h, or the United States Pharmacopeeia, nor 
recognised medicinal preparations proved to the 
satisfaction of the Collector-General to be of use only 
in the ijtreatment of disease, and not otherwise 
enumerated, containing 40 per cent. of proof spirit | 

Upon wines of all kinds, including medicated | 
wines in bulk or in bottle, containing not more than 


374 per cent. 
37 


i per cent. 





374 per cent. 


40 percent. of proof spirit... - - .. | 374% percent. 
Upon wines of a value of 12. per gallon and up- | 
wards... - a ie ve +6 ‘+ 374 per cent. 
| 
EXPORT DUTIES. 


It is provided in the Export (Temporary War Duties) Law, 
1919 (No. 2 of 1919), that the following export duties shall, 
unless previously repealed, be in operaticn for the year 
ended 3lst March, 1920, viz.:— 


£s. d. 
NG TEED -  sendinnioveenisvessseciaans: iatadcaeis . 2 0 
Hides of bulls, cows, or other neat cattle :— 
Dry or dry salted, per 100 Ib. ................... 4 0 
Green or wet salted, per 100 Ib. .............. 2 0 
Logwood extracts, liquid and solid, on every ton of 
10 0 O 


solid logwood extract contained therein 
(And after these rates for any greater or less quantity.) 





PACKAGE TAX. 

The Package Tax (Temporary) Law, 1919 (No. 9 of 1919), 
provides that there shall be levied until the 3lst March, 1929, 
on every package brought into the island for inland use from 
beyond the seas, the charge specified in the schedule attached 
to the Law. 








ee 
Se 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued 


—— 








_ the purposes ot this Law all commodities of the sort 
— mentioned in the schedule shall, in each case 
e deemed to be a package and be liable to the charge 
therein set out. ™ 
The schedule of charges is as follows :— 


On every package other than a package containing 
keros ne oil or containing condensed milk - ~ 3 0 
umber, on every 1,000 feet, or less quantity, superficial 


measurement pile _ , 2s 
Shingles of any kind, on every 1,000, or any less number... 6 1 06 
Iron, unmanufactured va - . Fre 
Coal “s “ - 2 Fre 

al o* = - o° oe > ree. 
Bricks, tiles and slates (per 1,000) “es aa 0 2 9 
lronware, pewter, copper, lead, tin and brass ef every? " 
* description (per ewt.) 70 19 


Stoves, iron pots and other hollow ware, not being packed p 











* in packages (per cwt.) ee - ( ) 
Oars and hand spikes (per dozen). . és ee 0 ] D 
Paint, per keg, and drums (per 112 ].; és . 01 
i a 4s ek ee ak ee. Oe 
Spades, shovels and forks .. Free. 
Cutlasses a - “ - i Free. 
Factory and also Agricultural Machinery which, in*the 
opinion of the Governor in Privy Council, is imported 
for the purpose of improving, economically, the manu- 
facture of exports out_of local products ¥..°) Free 
FOREIGN. 
BELGIUM. 
PROHIBITION OF MANUFACTURE, 
IMPORTATION, SALE, ETC., OF WHITE 


PHOSPHORUS MATCHES. 

The Beard ot Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a Belgian Law, dated 30th August, and 
published in the ‘‘Moniteur Belge’ for 14th September 
prohibiting the manufacture, importation, sale, and holding 
for sale, of matches containing white phosphorus . 

The Law authorises the Belgian Government to adhere 
to the International Convention regarding the Prohibition 
of the Use of White Phosphorus in Match Manufacture, 
signed at Berne on 26th September, 1906. 

The provisions of the Law are to become effective six 
months after the date .of publication, except as regards 
the prohibition relative to the sale ana offering for sale of 
white phosphorus matches, which is not to become operative 
until twelve months after publication. 


RELANATION OF EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 

With reference to the notice on page 249 of the ‘‘ Board 
of Trade Journal” for the 21st August, the Board of Trade 
are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of copy of a 
Belgian Ministerial Decree, dated 17th September and 
published in the ‘‘Moniteur Belge’’ for 19th September, in 
virtue of which the following articles may provisionally be 
exported without the requirement of export licences :— 











Colours, Rags of all kinds, 

Cotton in all its forms, Resins, 

Glycerine, Rubber, crude, 

Gums, Turpentine, spirits of, 

Jute in all its forms, Varnish, 

Lime, Window glass, ordinary, 

Olein, and special. 

Phosphates, Wool in all its forms. 
FINLAND. 

PROPOSED RELAXATION OF IMPORT 


RESTRICTIONS. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt of information to the 
effect that the Finnish Authorities have announced that 1 
is proposed to remove the present restrictions covering the 
importation of various commodities essential to Finnish 

It is understood that under this heading will be 

various raw materials, machinery, food, and 
anufactures which cannot be produced in Finland. 

Further particulars as to the goods to be exempted from 
import restriction will be published in the “Board of Trade 
Journal” as soon as the information becomes available. 


—— 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES. 








—continued. 
FRANCE. 

CUSTOMS REGIME OF PETROLEUM 
PRODUCTS. 


With reference to the notice on pages 33-4 of the ‘Board 
of Trade Journal’’ for the 3rd July, containing a translation 
of a Bill (which was subsequently enacted and promulgated 
as a Law on the 5th August) respecting the Customs regime 
for petroleum products imported into France, the Board of 
Trade are now in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of copy 
of a Decree, dated 30th August, and published in the 
“Journal Officiel’’ for 2nd September, laying down the con- 
ditions under which products derived from crude mineral 
oils may be admitted to the benefit of the Law of 5th August. 
A copy of the complete Decree may be seen by persons 
interested at the Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street. Some of the principal provisions are given below. 
Others relate to the warehousing of the products concerned, 
the control to be exercised over factories, the marking ot 
casks and other receptacles to contain the products: the 
conditions under which residues for marine engines are 
exempted from duty. | | 

A schedule annexed to the Decree defines as follows the 
petroleum products to which the Law of oth August applies : 


. 








Name of Products, Use to which 
and by-products. Characteristics. they must be 
put. 
Heavy oil, known Colour—brown-blackish ; not | Fuel for motors 
as * gas oil.” vaporising more than 10°, | or combustion 
by volume up to 275° (Luy- in all forms. 
nes-Bordas apparatus) ; 


flash point (Luchaire) be- 
tween 50° and 110° C.; 
fluid point (Barbey) 300 
divisions minimum at a 
temperature of 20°C.; matter 
which can be eliminated by 
sulphuric acid at 66°, 59% by 
volume at the least. 

Combustible |Colour-blackish; not vapori- [uel for motors 
liguid known sing more than 10% by vol- or combustion 
as ‘fuel oil.”’ ume up to 275° C. (Luynes- in all forms. 

Bordas apparatus); flash 

point (Luchaire) between 50° 

and 140° C.; matter which 

can be eliminated by sul- 

phuric acid at 66° C., 25% 
by volume at the least. 


Non-fluid resi- Colour-black; not vaporis- Construction 
dues known as. ing more than 2°; by vol- . and mainten- 
* road oil.” ume to 300°; matter | ance of roads 

which can be eliminated by | and combus- 
sulphuric acid at 66°, 90°% tion in all 
by volume at the least. | forms. 

Petroleum pitch . Colour-blackish ; consistency | Same as _non- 

varies from hard to semi- fluid residues 


tluid ; melting point 100° or 
less; matter which can be 
eliminated by sulphuric acid | 
at 66°, 90° by volume at 
the least. 
Petroleum coke. | Colour-black ; ina solid state | No special con- 
porous, very light and free | ditions as to 
from cinders ; use. 
Refined or lamp Characteristics as laid down | Ditto. 
oils, essences, | for the application of the | 
lubricating oils, Customs Tariff to products | 
and other imported from abroad. | 
heavy oils, par- 
affin and vase- | 
line produced | | 
in controlled | | 
factories. 











Importers desiring the application of the duties of 80 
centimes (General Tariff), or 40 centimes (Minimum Tariff) 
per 100 kilogs net, must submit to the Customs Service a 
declaration indicating :— . 

(a) The designation of the products (as defined in above 
schedule) ; 

(b) The special marks on the containers ; 

(c) The weight, density, and value; ~ 

(d) The name and address of the consignees.  __ 

Pitch derived from mineral oils of foreign origin, the 
melting point of which is over 100 deg. C., are treated as 
bitumens ; other pitch as lubricating oil and other heavy oils, 
or even as “‘road oil’ if they have the characteristics and 
purpose described therefor. 

Coke derived from foreign mineral oil, known as ‘‘petroleum 
coke,’’ is taxed at the same rate as residues, 7.e., 80 centimes 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 





(General Tariff), and 40 centimes (Minimum ‘Lariff) when 
imported trom abroad and at the rate of 70 centimes (General 
Tariff), and 30 centimes (Minimum Tariff) when released 
trom controlled factories. 





| FRANCE AND ALGERIA. 


CUSTOMS DUTIES ON PARTS, ETC., FOR 
| AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY. 

The French ‘* Journal Officiel’’ for the 27th September 
contains a Presidential Decree, dated the 23rd September, 
which modifies the Schedule of ‘coefficients of increase ”’ 
of Customs duty annexed to the Decree of the 8th July. 
1919, so far as concerns Tariff Nos. 532, 533, 535 Lis and 554, 
to read as tollows :— 

No. in French 











Customs Articles. ‘- Coefficient of 

i . . Ss 

Tariff. Increase.’’ 
Cx. 532 Component pieces of machines and 


of shafting, of non-maltleable cast 
iron, turned, filed or adjusted, 
with the exception of pieces 
vbviously destined for agricul- 
tural machines, imported there- 
with or separately... ae a 3 
CL. 33 Component pieces of machines, of 
steering and brake apparatus, 
and of shafting, of wrought or 
stamped iron or steel, of cast iron 
or steel, of malleable cast iron, 
end component pieces of motor 
car trames of pressed or welded 
steel sheet, with the exception of 
pieces obviously destined for 
agricultural machines, imported 
therewith or separately ... - 3 
| yv. 335 bis Component pieces of machines and 
| of shafting, not specified, of two 
or more metals, such as iron, 
steel, cast iron, copper, pure or 
. alloyed with any metal specified 
in preceding Tariff Nos., such as 
brasses, cocks, and accessory 
apparatus for water, gas or 
steam, with the exception of 
pieces obviously destined for 
agricultural machines, imported 
therewith or separately ... wee 3 
er. do-4 Iron castings for machinery or for 
ornament, with the exception of 
parts obviously destinea for agri- 
cultural machinery . - 3 

The alterations effected by the present Decree consist of 
the addition to the specifications under the Tariff headings 
of the words printed in italics above. 

The effect of the Decree is that pieces and parts (of the 
kinds indicated) obviously intended for agricultural machines 
will, on importation into France or Algeria, pay only the 
rates of duty prescribed in the Customs Tariff—other articles 
coming under the Tariff headings in question continuing to 
pay, as under the Decree of the 8th July, three times the 
rates of duty prescribed in the Tariff. 

[Full particulars respecting the Decree of the 8th July 
establishing the ‘‘ coefficients of increase’’ of the Customs 
duties, showing the rates of duty prescribed in the French 
Customs Tariff on the articles affected thereby, are given in 
the recently published White Paper ‘‘ France and Algeria— 
Increase in Customs Duties,’? Cmd. 273, price 9d. exclusive 
of postage. | 





~ 





HAYTI. 


IMPORT TAX ON CERTAIN ARTICLES. 


‘“‘Le Moniteur’’ (Port-au-Prince) for the 6th August 
contains a Haitian Presidential Decree, dated 1st August, 
establishing a tax of 7 per cent. ad valorem on motors, 
motor lorries, typewriters, and their accessories. 








ITALY. 
IMPORT REGULATIONS. 


- With reference to previous notices respecting the restric- 
tion of imports into Italy, the Board of Trade are in receipt 
of information, from H.M. Commercial Counsellor at Rome, 
to the effect that explosives may now be freely introduced: 
into ltaly from the United Kingdom. 
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It may also be noted that consignments of tobacco, u 
f ilogs in weight, may be sent to Italv by parcel 
without an import licence being required, 
TEMPORARY REDUCTION OF IMPORT DUTY 

ON CERTAIN TIMBER. 

An Tialian Royal Decree (No. 1496), dated 17th August, 
was published in the “Gazzetta Uthciale’’ of Ith September, 
which reduces, as shown below, until the end of this vear, t! 
duties leviable under the Italian ‘‘General’’ Tariff on certain 
timber imported into Italy :- 


it? 


tate of Import Dutv under 








Tariff Classification. the “* General” Tariff. 
No. _- | - 
‘ixed by the ;Asamended by 
Tari‘?. ' the Decree. 
Lire. Lire. 
2294 Ordinary Timber :— 
(1) Rough or simply rough- ber ton 
hewn with the axe.. - D Free 
(2) Squared or sawn in per ton 
lengths 7 > 


| NotTE.—The reduction ot duties notitied above would only 
seem to affect imports from countries subject to the Italian 
‘General’ Tariff. Timber of the kind specified imperted 
from the United Kingdom or other countries having treaty 
relations with Italy, is entitled to duty free admission under 
the provisions of the ‘‘Conventional” Tariff. | 





MOROCCO (French Zone). 
CONSUMPTION DUTIES. 


The Moroccan ‘Bulletin Officiel’ for the 25th August 
contains a Dahir of the same date which provides for the 
establishment, in the 'rench Zone of Morocco, of a consump- 
tion tax on the principal articles ot ‘colonial produce”’ and 
their substitutes. 

The rates of duty, which were to come into force on the 
25th August, are as follows:- 





Francs 
per LOW) kilog. 
1. Tea, including flowers and buds ..................... 150 
i EN I fin ces ckccdenccncseasousesencenssisvtqneawesses 50 
3. Coffee, roasted or ground, and_= substitutes 
EAL ES ORO ON TRO OO TET OT NOS 6 
4. Chicory root, prepared, and = other coffee 
SERIE TST EAE a eee i ane a 21) 
5. Pepper and pimento and imitaticns contain- 
ing pepper and pimento ....................... 150 
6. Cocoa beans and shells .............. winieiidaneBeieent HW) 
7. Cocoa, ground, and cocoa butter. .................. a) 
Ss. Chocolate containing :— 
More than 55 per cent. of cocoa ........... 50 
55 per cent. and less of cocoa. ............ 25 
9 Amomums, cardamoms, cinnamon, cloves, nut- 
megs in the shell and mace ..................... 100 
OR NE PRUNE GENED vince cc cccncccesvasesssiessass 159 
Se No eal eens aaa seuedckvabebenevsaUled 251) 


The duty is to be collected on importation, the circulation 
and sale of the products remaining free. 





NETHERLANDS. 
EXPORTATION OF SPONGES PERMITTED. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Otace, of COpV of a Dutch Royal Decree, dated 13th 
September, which temporarily raises the prohibition on the 
exportation of sponges from the Netherlands. 








SPAIN. 


RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTATION OF CATTLE, 
ETC., FROM ENGLAND AND SWITZERLAND. 





The **‘ Gaceta de Madrid’’ for the 30th September con- 
tains a Roval Order prohibiting, for so long as foot and 
mouth disease exists in England and Switzerland, the im- 
portation into Spanish territory of cattle, sheep and swine 
and of unwashed wool, raw hides and skins, and dung, com- 
ing from those countries. Dry hides and skins merely pass- 
ing through England or Switzerland in transit are subject 
to disinfection. 





LL , 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 


PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 








UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


BILL TO AMEND CUSTOMS DUTIES ON ZING 
ORE AND MANUFACTURES THEREOF. 

A Bill (H.R.6238) which has passed the United States 
House ot Representatives, and is how before the Senate. 
proposes to amend as tollows the Customs import duties 
on zinc ores and manutactures thereof, with a view to 
establishing and maintaining their production in the United 
etates :— 





Classitication. Rates ot Duty. 


— ~——— ee = — Se SD —< -_———. 


Croposed. 


Present 
Zinc-bearing ore of all kinds, in » r 
cluding calamine :— 
Containing less than 10 per cent 
of zine... o- a _ rece 
Containing 10 per cent. or more 10% 
and less than 20 per cent. of ad val. | } cent per pound 


zinc - 44 ss .. ( On zine ~ on zine content. 
Containing 20 per cent. or more content | 4 cent per pound 


and less than 25 per cent. oi on zine content. 
Zine i 








Containing 25 per cent. or moe | cent per pound 
of zine .. ~ - os on zine content. 
Zine in blocks or pigs, and zine : 
dust Ps - - 15°% 12 cts. per pound 
Zine in sheets ad val. lz: cts. per pound 


Zine in sheets, coated or plated wit! 
n:ckel or other metal, or solution 

Zinc, old and worn-out, fit only 
to be remanufactured a 

Zinc, oxide of, and whte pigment 
containing zine, but not containing 
lead — 


15% lj cts. per pound 
ad val. | 


. 
ee 
om — << 


| cent per pound 


Dry... af 7” ye 10% 1 cent per pound 

ad val. 
Ground in oil ‘“s mS 15% l? cts. per pound 

ad val. 

Suphide of zinc, white, or white 15% 

sulphide of zinc .. - .. adtval. 11 cts. per pound 

Chloride of zine and sulphate of ! cent 
zinc .. . - ive .. per pound | cent per pound 


PROPOSED IMPORT DUTIES ON 

FERRO-MANGANESE, MANGANESE ORE, ETC. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Orfice, of infermation to the effect that a Bill proposing the 
imposition of Customs duties on crude manganese ores, 
ferro-manganese, etc., was introduced into the United 
States House of Representatives on the 7th June last. The 
rates of import duty as proposed by the Bill are shown 
below :— 





Proposed rate 


Articles. ot Duty. 
Crude manganese ores and manganiferous 
Ores ANd CONCENtATES  .........c.eceecseeeeees 35 cents per unit 
of manganese 
content. 
Note.—The duty on ores and concen- 
trates is not to be less than 10 dols. per 
ton. 
lerro-manganese, spiegel compounds con- 
taining manganese and manufactured 
articles containing manganese.............. 75 cents per unit 
of manganese 
content. 


Note.—The duty on ferro-manganese is 
not to be less than 50 dols. per ton, or on 
spiegel less than 30 dols. per ton. : 
Note.—Under the provisions of the present United 
States Tariff, manganiferous iron, spiegeleisen, terro- 
manganese, and manganese ore imported into the United 
States, are admitted duty free under Tariff Nos. 51é and 
150). 





BILL TO AMEND DUTIES ON CERTAIN 
BUTTONS. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a Bill (H.R.7705) which has recently passe 
the United States House of Representatives and 1s now 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 





befure the Senate, proposing to amend Section 339 of the 
United States Tariff Act of 3rd October, 1913. which relates 
to buttons and parts thereof. 

The effect of the amendments proposed by the Bill would 
be to tix as follows the duties on shell and pearl buttons 
and button blanks: — 


Buttons ot shell and pearl, tinished 
or partly finished.................. 
14 cents per line per 
gross and 15 per 
eent. ad valorem. 
mutton Dianks net 
iriiles 


Pear! 0: shel: 

turned, traced, or 
lL cent per line per 
gross and 15 per 
cent. ad valorem. 


Under the tariff as at present in force buttons of shell 
and pearl in sizes 26 lines and larger pay 25 per cent. 
ad valorem ; those below 26 lines pay 45 per cent. ad valorem : 
and pearl or shell blanks finished or unfinished pav 49 per 
eent. ad valorem, 





EXCISE TARIFF CHANGES. 
BELGIUM 


INCREASE OF IMPORT AND EXCISE DUTIES 
ON ALCOHOLIC LIQUORS. 


The ‘‘ Moniteur Belge’’ ror the lUth September contains 
two Laws dated the 29th August, and (except as noted) com- 
ing into force immediately on publication, relating to the 
liquor trafic in Belgium. One of these Laws lays down the 
general regime for the traffic, and the other relates specially 
to establishments at which fermented beverages are sold (con- 
ditions as to licencing, licence-fees, etce.). Particulars regard- 
ing certain provisions of the first mentioned Law are given 
below : — 








Sale and Vonsumption: — 

The Law prohibits the sale and consumption of spirituous 
liquors in all places accessible to the public, such as public- 
houses, hotels, restaurants, places of amusement, shops, ships, 
trains, trams, railway stations, etc. Spirituous liquors may 
only be sold for consumption off the premises, and in quan- 
tities of not less than 2 litres, by dealers other than 
retailers of liquors for consumption on the premises, except 
in the case of chemists who sell spirituous liquors on the 
prescription of a doctor. 

The term ‘‘ spirituous liquor’’ comprises all liquors com- 
posed of distilled alcohol or containing such alcohol in what- 
ever quantity, such as eaux-de-vie, elixirs, liqueurs, bitters, 
“apéritifs ’’ and other similar products. Products of the 
alcoholic fermentation of the natural juice of fruits: wines. 
cider and perry, and hydromel, are not regarded as spirituous 
liquors provided they have not been fortified with distilled 
alcohol and their alcoholic content does not exceed 18 degrees. 


Import duties 
The Customs import duties are increased as indicated 
below : — 
New duty. Old duty. 
Fes. ies. 
Per Hectolitre. 
Kaux-de-vie ofall kinds : — 
In casks—at 50 degrees or less by the 
‘ray-Lussac alcoholometer at a tempera- 
ture of 15 degrees C. . ‘s JOU 225 
In casks—for each degree exceeding 5) . 18 $ 
In bottles, irrespective of degree... ... 1,800 150 
Liqueurs, irrespective of degree .. 1.800 150) 
Liquors made from dried fruits ‘raisins. 
dates, figs, ete.). with or without the addi- 
tion of the juice of fresh grapes, and 
those made with alcohol, water, sugar, 
colouring matter, ete., with or without 
the addition of fruit juice, the alcoholic 
content of which does not exceed 15 
degrees by the Gay-Lussac alcoholometer 
at a temperature of 15 degrees C. = 240) OU) 
Other alcoholic liquors, with alcohol content 
of 20 per cent. or less ... ~ on 360 wn) 
More than 20 per cent. and not more than 
30 per cent. | - YOO 225 
More than 5) per cent 1,800 450 





Per 100 kilogs. ” 


1 ‘ a 
Conseryes th spl rit 7 . 7 OW iC 29% 
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are treated as liqueurs for the assessment of duty. 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TABIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 





The additional tax of 4 per cent. of the amount of the 


import duty imposed by the Law of the 5th September, 1913, 
on spirits, liqueurs and liquors (other than varnishes) con- 
taining ethylic alcohol is increased to 16 per cent. 


Foreign wines containing more than 21 per cent. of alcohol 
| This 


prevision is to take effect at the date to be fixed by the 


Government.| The duty on wines imported in bottles cannot 


in any case be less than that on wines imported otherwise. 
Hucise duty :— 
The excise duty on spirits produced in Belgium (levied on 


the quantity of alcohol produced) is increased from 200 to 
800 frances per hectolitre at 50 degrees tested by the Gay- 


Lussac alcoholometer at a temperature of 15 degrees C. 

By modification of Art, 4 of the Law of 12th December, 
1892, the tax on locally-produced spirit of all kinds deciared 
for consumption is increased from 10 to 40 centimes per litre 


af spirit at 50 degrees tested by the Gay-Lussac alcoholo- 


meter at a temperature of 15 degrees C. 

These excise duties are applicable to all locally-produced 
spirits situated in distilleries, rectifying factories and 
bonded warehouses at the moment of promulgation of this 
law. 

The Arréte-loi of Lith November, 1918 (see page 755 of the 
‘- Board of Trade Journal’’ for 12th December, 1918) and 
Arts. 1 and 2 of the Law of 5th September, 1913 (which 
tixed the import and excise duties formerly in force) are 


abrogated. 





EXEMPTION FROM EXCISE DUTY OF 
ALCOHOL USED FOR CERTAIN INDUSTRIAL 
PURPOSES. 





In virtue of a Royal Decree of the 15th June, 19138, total 
exemption from excise duty was accorded in respect of alcohol 
destined for the manufacture of acetic or sulphuric ether, 
artificial silk, pure resin (for sale), and of alcohol employed 
io produce motive power ; and partial exemption was accorded 
im respect of alcohol used for certain other specified indus- 
trial purposes. The excise duty then existing was 200 francs 
per hectolitre of alcohol of 50 degrees Gay-Lussac at 15 
degrees C.; and the partial exemptions referred to were at 
the rates of 164, 110 and 190 francs pex nectolitre, according 
to the use to which the alcohol was put. 

The excise duty having now been raised to 800 francs per 
hectolitre (see above) the Decree of 15th June, 1913, has 
been superseded by a Decree of 4th September, 1919, (pub- 
for the 10th September) 
which, however, only differs from the earlier decree in that 


iished in the *‘ Moniteur Belge” 


the partial exemptions are now at the rates of 764, 770 and 
790 trancs per hectolitre respectively. 

|Note.—Particulars as to the Decree of the loth June, 
1913, were published on page 756 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal’ for the 26th June, 1913.) 


_ — 
LS 








NOTICE. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


{NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
— 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, London, 
S.W.1. 

Replies must be sent to the Department, and not to 
its Overseas Officers, ercept where otherwise stated.]} 








BRITISH EMPIRE. 





BRITISH INDIA. 

HOSIERY, DRY GOODS. BISCUITS AND CONDENSED 
MILK.—An Indian firm in Calcutta wish to get intu touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of hosiery, dry goods, biscuits and 
condensed milk. (Reference No. 785.) 

teplies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


BRITISH INDIA AND THE PERSIAN GULF, 

OILMEN’S STORES, PROVISIONS, TOILET REQUISITES, 
TOBACCO, ETC.—A firm in Karachi having a branch at Quetta 
(Baluchistan) and reliable agents and travellers in the business 
centres of the Punjab and the Persian Gulf wish to take up sole 
agencies, on a commission basis, for United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of oilmen’s stores, provisions, fents, toilet requisites, per- 
fumery, tobacco and cigarettes, confectionery and fancy goods. 
(Reference No. 786.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseus 


Trade. 





CANADA. 

ADVERTISING SPECIALITIES, SIGNS, GLASS, MIR- 
RORS, ETC.—A firm at .-Montreai are desirous of securing 
agencies, on a sales basis, for all Canada, for United Kingdom 
manufacturers of glass and mirror signs, iron enamel signs, window 
transparencies, transfers, leather memo. books and pass_ book 
covers, and advertising specialities of al] kinds. (Reference No. 
787.) 

COTTONS AND SILKS.—A manufacturers’ agent at Toronto 
desires to get in touch with Cmted Kingdom manufacturers of 
cottons of all lines, and silks (plain and fancy), with a view to 
representing them, for sales on commission, in the Province of 
Ontario. The principal has been selling similar lines in Ontario 
for some years, and is well known to all the large wholesale buyers. 
(Reference No. 788.) 

HARDWARE, CUTLERY, SHEET METALS, CORDAGE, 
ETC.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Winnipeg desire to take 
up agencies, on a commission vasis, from Port Arthur to Victoria. 
B.C., for United Kingdom manufacturers of heavy and shelf hard- 
ware, cutlery, cordage and twines, sheet metals (black and gal- 
vanised), tin plates, brass and copper ware, aluminium and hollow- 
ware. (Reference No. 789.) 

WOOLLENS.—A manufacturers’ agent at Toronto desires to 

et in touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of woollens 
suitable for men’s, women’s and children’s wear, with a view to 
representing them, for sales on commission, in the Province of 
Ontario. The principal has been selling similar lines in Ontario 
for some years, and jis wel] known to all the large wholesale 
buyers. (Reference No. 790.) 

FANCY LEATHER GOODS, DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES, 
SOAPS, ETC.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents at Winnipeg 
desire to represent United Kingdom manufacturers of leather 
wallets, bill cases, tobacco pouches, rubber goods for druggists, 
druggists’ sundries and specialities, and soap, from Port. Arthur 
to British Columbia, on a commission basis. (Reference No. 791.) 


VELVETEENS AND VELVETS.—A manufacturers’ agent at 
Toronto desires to get in touch with United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of velveteens and velvets, with a view to representing 
them for sales on commission, in the province of Ontario. The 
principal has been selling similar lines in Ontario for some years, 
and is well known to all the large wholesale buyers. (Reference 
No. 792.) 

HOSIERY. KNITTED GOODS, SUEDE CLOTHS, ETC.— 
A manufacturers’ agent at Toronto is desirous of obtaining 
agencies for ladies’ hosiery, ladies’ and children’s knitted wear, 
suéde cloths for the manufacture of caps. coats, spats. etc., hand- 
kerchiefs and laces. (Reference No. 793.) 

MEN’S UNDERWEAR. HOSIERY. HATS AND CAPS. ETC. 
—-A manufacturers’ agent in Toronto is desirous of obtaining 
agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of men’s underwear, 
hosiery, hats and caps, shirts, neckwear. gloves. sleeping garments 
bathrobes. etc. (Reference No. 794.) 


OPENINsS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





YARNS, TAPES, AND BINDINGS.—An old-esiablished firm 
of manufacturers’ agents in Toro:to are desirous of representing 
United Kingdom manufacturers of cotton yarn (40’s and finer), 
woollen and worsted yarns, tapes and bindings. (Reference No. 
795.) 

RUBBER AND DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES.—A firm of mann. 
tacturers’ agents in Toronto are desirous of securing agencies for 
British manufacturers ef rubber and druggists’ sundries, (Refer 
ence No. 796.) 

DRUG AND GROCERY SPECIALITIES.—A manufacturers’ 
agent in Toronto is desirous of representing United Kingdom 
manufacturers of drug and grocery specialities. (Reference No. 
797.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 
CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER’S ENQUIRIES. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 7%, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, whence further information 
may be obtained :— 

KNITTING MACHINES,—An enquny has been received from 
Canada for the addresses of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
purl stitch or links knitting machines with a 40 or 44 inch bed, 
6 cut to the inch, two carrier. 

SOAP, BRUSHES, COTTON WOOL, INSTRUMENTS; 
GROCERY AND HARDWARE SPECIALITIES.—A Toronto 
firm of manufacturers’ agents and commission merchants, who 
already represent a United Kingdom manufacturer of druggists’ 
sundries, would like to obtain additionai agencies in the foliowing 
lines:—Soap, brushes, cotton-wool and surgical instruments, 
toothpaste, talcum powder; and also grucery specialities such as 
chutney, tomato sauce, gelatine, custard powder, soap-dyes, jams, 
and cork products. They further report an opening for stain- 
less cutlery, razors, knives, and other hardware specialities. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR PIT PROPS, CAPS, SLEEPERS, 
AND PIT TIMBER GENERALLY.—A firm in Nova Scotia 
wish to get into touch with United Kingdom importers of pit 
mops. pit caps, pit sleepers, and pit timber generally. 





NEW ZEALAND. 

The Officer-in-Charge of H.M. Trade Commissioner’s Office 
in New Zealand reports the receipt of the following enquiries :— 

HARDWARE, TOOLS, ELECTRICAL GOODS, CHOCO- 
LATES, GLASSWARE, ETC.—A Wellington firm desire to secure 
agencies for United Kingdom manutacturers of hardware, 
euamelledware, tools of all descriptions, files, cutlery, electrical 
goods, cables and wires, chocolates, giassware and crockery. ‘The 
firm work on a commission basis and propose to book orders in 
the name of their principals, who would draw for payment direct 
on buyers on sight draft terms. The firm have been represent- 
ing American manulacturers, but would be prepared to relinquish 
such agencies in favour of British, as opportunities occur. They 
claim to have good connections, employing a large staff of sales- 
men, and have permanent sample rooms in al! the main centres of 
the Dominion. (Reference No. 798.) 

ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES.—An agent at wellington desires 
to obtain agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of electrical! 
insulating materials, insulated cables and wire, electrical] fittings 
of all kinds, pvrometers and electric welders. (Reference No. 
799.) 

CARPETS. WALLPAPERS, TEXTILES, EVC.—A Welling- 
ton firm desire to secure the agencies for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of carpets, linoleums, wallpapers, woollen goods, tex- 
tiles, all descriptions of soft goods, boots and shoes, ‘The firm 
work on a commission basis and propose to book orders in the 
name of their principals, who would draw for payment direct om 
buyers on sight draft terms. The firm have been representing 
American manufacturers, but would be prepared to relinquish 
such agencies in favour of British as opportunities occur. They 
claim to have good connections, employing a large staff of sales- 
men, and have permanent sample rooms in all the main centres 
of the Dominion. (Reference No. 800.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 








SOUTH AFRICA AND RHODESIA. 

CLOTHING, CUTLERY. CROCKERY, PERFUMERY, ETL. 
—A Johannesburg agent, at present in this country, is desirous 
of securing the agencies, for the Union and Rhodesia, of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of women’s and gentlemen’s wear, hats, 
cloves, boots, hosiery, cutlery, crockery, pertumery, foys, sta- 
tionerv. confectionery, etc. (Reference No. 801.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





BRITISH WEST INDIES. 

PORTLAND CEMENT.—A firm of importers in Trinidad de- 
sire to represent United Kingdom manufacturers of Portland 
cement. on a commission basis. (Reference No. 802.) 

- TYRES.—A firm of importers in Trinidad desire to represent 
United Kingdom manufacturers of motor car or cyele tyres, 0D 
a commission basis. (Reference No. 803.) 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





CHOCOLATES.—A firm of importers in Trinidad desire to 
represent United Kingdom manufacturers, on a commission basis, 
for plain and fancy chocolates. (Reference No. 804.) 

DRY GOODS, HARDWARE, EARTHENWARE, SAD- 
DLERY, ETC.—A manufacturers’ agent in Trinidad, who imports 
solely on commission for responsible firms, is desirous of repre- 
senting United Kingdom houses for general dry goods, hard- 
ware (including agricultural implements), ship chandlery, earthen- 
ware, enamelledware, glassware, saddlery, and other Jeather goods. 
(Reference No. 805.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


————e 


BRITISH WEST INDIES--CENTRAL AMERICA. 

UNDERWEAR AND SILK GOODS.—A manufacturers’ agent, 
with fifteen years’ experience of dry goods in the West Indies 
and Central America, desires agencies for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of good class ladies’ underwear and silk goods. The 
applicant works solely on a commission basis, and is prepared to 
guarantee his accounts. (Reference No 806.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 








EGYPT. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

GENERAL STORES AND UNIFORMS.—The Acting British 
Consul-General at Alexandria has forwarded copies of the 
specifications, conditions and forms of tender, etc., in connection 
with calls for tenders by the Egyptian Postal Administration as 
follows :— 

(1) GENERAL STORES.—Up to noon on the 15th Novem- 
ber, for one year’s supply of general stores (commencing 1s! 
April, 1920, and ending 3lst March, 1921), including mail 
bags, boots, clocks, watches, etc. ; fuel, ready-made furniture, 
furniture and equipment (to be manufactured locally), house 
and bed linen, etc. ; hardware, Jamps and accessories, electric 
fans, cycles and accessories, stamps and stamping punches, 
strong cupboards, etc.: special stationery and miscellaneous 
articles. 

(2) UNIFORMS.—Up to noon on the 15th November, for 
the supply of summer and winter uniforms, for the period 
commencing Ist March, 1920, and ending 1st. March, 1921. 


Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, should be addressed to 
H.E. The Postmaster-Genera!, Alexandria. 

A provisional deposit, equal to 2 per cent., or a bank guarantee 
of 10 per cent. of the value of the offer must acompany each 
tender. The tenderer must be a person residing in Egypt or 
must have a representative in that country, and must give in 
his offer an address in Egypt at which notices may be served upon 
him. 

Samp!es of the articles required may be inspected at the Adminis- 
tration’s Centra] Stores, Genera] Post Office, Alexandria. 

Copies of the conditions and form of tender, together with 
ists of the articles required, may be consulted at the Department 
of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghal! 
Street, London, E.C.2. 

WEBBING.—The Egvptian War Department are calling for 
tenders for the supply of webbing. : 

Tenders are returnable by 21st October, and are to remain 
open seven days. 

All particulars may be obtained from Sir A. L. Webb, 
K.C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, Broadway. Westminster, 
London, S.W.1. 





EUROPE. 





AUSTRIA. 


CLOTH FABRICS, WEARING APPAREL, ETC.—A 
reliable firm in Vienna desire to obtain agencies for goods that 
can be sent by parcel post They are said to have a good business 
connection in electrical and technical sanitary lines, and dentists’ 
supplies, and are ready to undertake agencies for cloth fabrics 
and wearing apparel. (Reference No. 807.) 

— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





BELGIUM. 
ANILINE DYES.—A business man, established for 30 years at 


Verviers. desires to obtain an agency for aniline dyes and for 
colouring material used in the woollen industry. (Reference No. 
) 


ENGINEERING SPECIALITIES.—A_ mechanical engineer 
with offices at Liége and Brussels, desires to obtain a general 
agency for United Kingdom manufacturers of refrigerating water 
systems, central condensing systems, vacuum pumps, air com- 
pPressors, water pumps, Westinghouse-Leblanc air pumps, and 
other genera] industrial goods. The firm has been established 
for 15 years and has relations with large industrial enterprises. 
(Reference No. 809.) 

SOAP. TRONMONGERS’ SUPPLIES, ETC.—An applicant 
at Liége desires to obtain an agency. on a commission basis, for 
the sale of soap, paints and varnishes, general ironmongers’ 
supplies. chains, nails, pots. kettles. rotterv, brushes and food- 
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stutis suitable for “‘ general stores.”’ The enquirer has had several 

| ‘ experience In the ironmongery trade. (Reference No. 
810.) 

— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





DENMARK. 

GOODS FOR FURNITURE TRADE.—A wholesale agent 1n 
Copenhagen desires to represent a United Kingdom firm dealing 
in goods for the furniture trade, including furniture, leather, 
cretonnes, printed linen, trimmings, carpets, etc. (Reference 
No. 811.) 

TINNED MEATS, FRUITS, JAMS, PICKLES, ETC.—A 
newly-established commission agent in Copenhagen desires to be 
placed in touch with manufacturers of tinned meats. fruits. Jams, 
pickles. etc. (Reference No. 812.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


FRANCE. 

CHEMICAL MANURES AND FERTILISERS.—An agent ip 
Montauban (Tarn-ei-Garonne), established for many years and 
vith extensive connections among farmers in the South of France, 
lesires to obtain agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers and 
exporters of chemical manures, fertilisers, sulphate of copper, 
superphosphates, etc. (Reference No. 813.) 

CHEMICALS, DRUGS AND PHARMACEUTICAL PRO- 
DUCTS, FOODSTUFFS, HARDWARE, ETC.—A firm of manu- 
facturers’ agents in Paris, with branches in Australia, Sweden, 
Poland, Finland and Russia, desire to obtain agencies, on a 
commission basis, for United Kingdom manufacturers of heavy 
nemicais, nitrates, phosphates and sulphates, drugs and _ phar- 
maceutical products, all kinds of foodstuffs, hardware, earthen- 
ware, sanitary apparatus, etc. (Reference No. 814.) 

FANCY GOODS.—A Manchester firrs of manufacturers desire 
to get into communication with an important. wholesale firm in 
France to take up the sale of their goods, on a confined basis, 
especially transfer papers, embroidery threads (both silk and 
mercerised cotton) and art piece-goods. (Reference No. 815.) , 

FURNITURE.—H.M. Commercial Counsellor in Paris reports 
that an agent in that city desires to represent United Kingdom 
manufacturers of furniture, in France. (Reference No. 816.) 

Revlies should be addressed to the Denariment of Overseas 
Trade. 








GERMANY. 
COLONIAL PRODUCE.—A German enquirer desires an 
agency. on commission, for all types of Colonial produce, 


especially coffee, cocoa, and spices. The applicant gives a German 
bank reference. (Reference No. 817.) 

INSURANCE (AGENT'S SERVICES OFFERED).—A German 
enquirer, who is already an agent for a well-known German 
insurance company, wishes to represent United Kingdom assur- 
ance companies for the insurance of property in Germany, par- 
ticularly in Occupied Territory, against fire risks. (Reference 
No. 818.) 

FOOTWEAR.—A German enquirer desires an agency, on com- 

mission, for the sale of boots, shoes and slippers. The applicant 
sives a bank reference. (Reference No. 819.) 
COTTON AND LINEN MATERIALS.—A German enquirer 
desires an agency, on his own account, or on commission, for 
the sale of cotton materials for umbrella coverings, and linen 
materials for towels and sheets. The applicant gives a German 
hank reference. (Reference No. 820.) 

OILS, FODDER, SEEDS, AND-COLONIAL PRODUCE.—A 
(german enquirer desires an agency, on commission, for the sale 
of edible oils, technical oils, fodder, seeds and Colonial produce 
foodstuffs). (Reference No 821.) 

AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—An American enquirer, 
with many years’ residence and business experience in Germany, 
desires an agency, on commission, for any class of goods. The 
applicant gives a German bank reference. (Reference No 822.) 

YARNS, LININGS, ZEPHYRS. CLOTHING. TOBACCO, 
CHOCOLATE, ETC.—A German enquirer desires to obtain an 
agency, on commission, for all classes of goods, especially cotton 
and woollen yarns, linings, zephyrs, tobacco. cigarettes, choco- 
late. cocoa. and all clothing for men and women. (Reference 
No. 823.) ° 

COLONIAL PRODUCE, CHOCOLATE. TINNED MEAT, 
SOAP, ETC.—A German enquirer desires an agency, on com- 
mission, or on his own account, for the sale of Colonial produce, 
chocolate, tinned meat, soap, oils, and English cigarettes. The 
applicant gives British references (Reference No. 824.) 

FATTY WASTES, YARNS AND WORSTED.—A German 
enquirer desires to receive an agency. on commission, for the sale 
of fatty wastes. cotton yarns (fine and coarse) and_ worsted. 
(Reference No 825.) 

CARPETS AND GENERAT, TEXTITES.—An_ enquirer 
(naturalised British subject) in Cologne, desires the agency for 
Tnited Kinedom manufacturers of carpets. cottons and linens, 
hosierv. Trish handkerchiefs, and genera! textiles. (Reference 
No. 826.) 

Renlies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 
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GREECE. 
HATS, CELLULOID GOODS, CUTLERY, TEXTILES, 
HARDWARE, ETC.—A firm established in Crete desire to obtain 


the representations of United Kingdom manufacturers of felt and 
straw hats, celluloid goods, smal] cutlery and general cutlery 
goods, fancy leather goods, brushware, office requisites and 


locks and 
tools, metal toys, 


stationery, cotton plece- goods, linen sheeting, crockery, 
door-handles and general fittings, carpenters’ 





haberdashery goods, metal lamps, preserved goods, cookery 
utensils, and agricultural implements. (Reference No. 827.) 
Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade 
ITALY, 
COTTON, JUTE, HEMP, OILS, HIDES AND SKINS, 


COLONTAL PRODUCE, ETC.—A firm of 


export agents In 


Genoa desire to obtain agencies for United Kingdom exporters 
of cotton, hemp, jute, wool, broomroot, fish-oil, sesame and cotton 
seed oil, pistachio-oil, hogs’ grease, vegetable and animal oils 
and fats, pistachio nuts and seeds, sugar, cocoa, dried skins 
and hides, tannic extracts and dried extracts, and all raw 
products used in the textile and tarning industries Refer- 
ence No. 328.) | 


AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY, METALS. LEATHER, 
CLOTH, CHEMICALS, DYES, ETC.—A firm of insurance, for- 
warding and shipping agents in Naples desire to obtain agencies 
for United Kingdom manufacturers of agricultural machinery, 
metals, leather, tanning and dressing materials. cloth, chemicals 
and dyes, etc (Reference No. 829. ) 

.GRICULTURAL MAC HINERY. ies agent in Milian desires 


t» represent United Kingdom manufacturers of agricultural 
machinery Italy. (Reference No. 330.) . 

The British Vice-Consul at Savona reports the receipt of the 
following enquiry : — 

HARDWARE CATALOGUES, ETC. DESIRED).—A_hard- 


ware dealer in eo of good stan ding, anxious to replenish 
his stock, desires to receive catalogues and price lists of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of knives, forks, spoons, drills, medium 
and cheap quality padlocks, pincers, spanners, wire-vutters 
and screwdrivers. (Reference No, 831.) 

H.M. Consul. Turin, 
enquiries :— 

MACHINERY. 
STEEL, 


files 


reports the receipt of the following 
MACHINE TOOLS, LEATHER BELTING. 
ETC.—An agent and importer of machinery in Turin 
desires to obtain agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
machinery for foundry and casting rolling presses, splitting 


machines, ete., for the leather indus try, machine tools for meta! 


and wood industries (lathes. milling machines. drilling machines 
shaping and planing machines, etc.), leather belting, steel of 
every description, etc. (Reference No. 832.) 


AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY AND IMPLEMENTS.—An 
agen and importer of agricultural machinery in Turin desires to 
act as agent on a commissfon basis for, or to buy on his 
account from, United Kingdom manufacturers of 
machinery and implements. (Reference No. 833.) 

Replies should he addrassed to the Department of Ov: 


Trade aa | . 


own 
agricultura! 


TSeAS 





ROUMANIA, 


[RON AND BRASS BEDSTEADS, ETC.—A firm, now trading 
in Constantza, and formerly of Varna, desires to import, manu- 
factured goods from the United Kingdom, especially iron and 
brass bedsteads. This firm formerly imported from houses in 
Dudley and Birmingham. (Reference No. 834. } 

TINPLATES, TRONMONGER Y, AND TEA. wal firm in Con- 
stantza, who have been importing coals from the United Kingdom 
since 1894, now wish to import tinplates, ironmongery and tea 
(Reference No. 835.) y 

METALS, ETC.—A firm, now in business in 
desire to import from the United Kingdom tinplates, black 
sheets. iron, zine, salmiac, etc. (Reference No. 836.) 

(H.M. Commercial] Secretary at Bucharest has dl informed 
that the above three firms are willing to deposit with a local bank 
the equivalent of invoice values in lei, leaving the settiements to 
be made some nine to twelve months hence. This is, of course, 
only a preliminary offer, and direct offers from the United Kingdom 
may produce a certain payment in sterling on account, although 
little sterling exchange is as vet available in Roumania. ] 

ENAMELLED WARE, GLASS, ETC.—A commission agent 
at Constantza desires to obtain agencies for United Kingdom 
manufacturers of enamelled kitchenware, crockery, and glassware. 
Samples and prices are required. (Reference No. 837.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of 


Trade 


Constantza., 


Overseas 





SPAIN. 


STRAW FOR HATS, CHEMICALS. HARDWARE, ETC.— 
Spanish commission agent at Madrid desires to get into touch 
with United Kingdom firms dealing in straw for hats, chemical 
products, kitchen utensils, and hardware in general. (Reference 
No. 838.) 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at 
following enquiries :— 

TEXTILES. FANCY GOODS, ETC.—A merchant at Madrid 


desires to deal (wholesale or retail) on a commission basis, in all 


Madrid reports the receipt of the 


— ———<<s 
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classes of textiles, fancy goods, ribbons, straw for hats, and 
need!es. The applicant has had 30 years’ experience in Madrid, 
principally in textiles, and has recently become a member of the 
British Chamber of Commerce. (Reference No. 839.) 


OILCLOTH, LEATHER, TOOLS, ETC.—A merchant of Seville 
is anxious to get into touch with British firms in a position to 
supply him with white oilcloth for tab! es, thick dark oilcloth (for 
carriages, motor cars and turniture), linoleum, high-class leather 
for boots and shoes, hand tools of every description, and chemical 
and pharmaceutical products. The applicant is prepared to trade 
either on a commission basis or, provided the conditions are 
satisfactory, on his own account. It is suggested that firms 
interested should quote prices f.o.b [ 


or c.i.f. Seville, as a British 
ompany has direct saliings from the United Kingdom to that 
port. (Reference No. 340.) 


MARINE INSURANCE AGENT'S SERVICES OFFERED). 
—A Spanish merchant of Seville desires to obtain an agency, in 
Seville, for a British marine insurance company. The applicant 
already holds the agency of several] Spanish insurance companies, 
both marine and fire. 1 

H.M. Consul, Palma, Baltearte 
t " following enquiries :— 


CHEMISTS’ GOODS.—A : 


Refere en, re) No. _f 


Islands, reports the receipt of 


y firm in Palma desire to represent 


good British house supplying hemists’ goods. (Reference No. 
342.) 

GENERAL AGENCY —A ‘firm at Palma desire to secure 
agencies for British goods in general. Reference No. 843.) 


Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 





SWEDEN. 


TEXTILES.—An agent in Gothenburg, stated to have first-class 
onnections, is desirous of ps a ene ies for United Kingdom 


firms in textiles of all kinds ‘Meleonce No. 844.) 
PLIECE-GOODS, HOSIERY. VELVETS , ETC.—A Swedish firm 
in Stockholm desires to get into sommunication with United 


<ingdom manufacturers of cotton and woollen piece-goods, hos- 
iery, underwear, cotton and silk velvets, jute products, and special 
articles in different lines, with a v lew to securing their sole agency 








on a commission basis, for the whole of Sweden. (Reference No. 
345. ) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade 
SWITZERLAND.” 

MOTOR AND CYCLE ACCESSORIES, TOOLS, AND 


LEATHERS.—An agent at Bienne wishes to secure the represen 
ion, in Switzerland, of United Kingdom firms dealing in motor 
tools, and teathers of all kinds. (Reference 


tat 
and cycle 
No 346 } 

Replies should be 


Trade 


accessories, 


- | ~ . 4 7 r - } 
yidressed +> tne Denartment of ‘)verseas 





LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 

REPRESENTATIVE’S SERVICES OFFERED. — HM. 
Consul-General at Buenos Aires reports that a civil engineer (a 
British subject), who has been connected with public works in 
Argentina for about 24 years, and is well known, is desirous of 
acting as a representative for United Kingdom manufacturers and 
exporters, in that country. It is thought that he is well suited 
to act as an agent, and with* his intimate knowledge of the 
country and its requirements, his experience should prove of 
value to United Kingdom firms. (Reference No. 847.) 

Replies should be addressed the Denartment of 


Trade. 





Overseas 





CUBA. 

CUTLERY. HARDWARE, GLASSWARE, CANNED GOODE, 
SACKS, ETC.; MARKET SOUGHT FOR SUGAR, ETC.—- 
frm of commission agents in Havana wish to represent ae 
Kingdom manufacturers of cutlery, hardware, glassware, canned 
goods, jute bags and sacks, perfumery, drugs and chemical pro- 
ducts. They are also in a position to offer all grades of sugar, 
tobacco and cigars for export, and to obtain the necessary permits, 
attend to shipment, etc. (Reference No. 848.) 

Replies should be vddressed to the Department 
Trade. 


of Overseas 





DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 

TEXTILES. HARDWARE, PAINTS, SADDLERY, Bl- 
CYCLES, ETC.—A resident of Santo Domingo, of good commer- 
cial reputation, is shortly opening a commission house and wie 
to obtain agencies in the following lines :—Textiles (linen an 
woollen), hosiery, rugs, carpets, hardware, paints, saddlery, zine 
plates. bicycles, provisions, whisky, etc. (Reference No. 849.) 

Revlies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT SECTION. 


EXPORT OF PETROL 
The Board ot Trade desire to draw attention to the fact 
that the restrictions on the export of Petroleum and Petro- 
leum products, which, in vrew of the emergency situation, 
were announced in the Press of Sunday last. have since been 
withdrawn. 











RELAXATION OF EXPORT PROHIBITION. 
The Board of Trade announce that as from to-day Mustard 
Seed has been removed from List A of prehibited exports 





EXPORT OF MANUFACTURE] WHALEBONE 
The Board of Trade (Export Licence Department) an- 
nounce that an Open Generali Licence has now been issued 
for the export of Manufactured Whalebone to al! destina- 
tions with which trading is possible. 





FORMAL ABOLITION OF THE ELACK LISTS 

The Board of Trade have received information from thé 
Foreign Office that the Black Lists, the withdrawal of which 
was announced in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ”’ of 1st May 
last, have now, according to a decision of the Supreme 
Economic Council, been definitely abolished. 


GENERAL SECTION. 
MAXIMUM PRICES OF PETROL. 


The Board of Trade have issued an order fixing the tollow- 
ing maximum price of motor spirit in lieu of the prices 
fixed in the Order of the Ist October, 1919. 

Maximum WHOLESALE PRICEs. 








Spirit in Cans. Per gallon. 
Ss. d. 
SD, ache budanerdpecdvendunvnatasibibaxds 3 0 
Special boiling points .............2... 2 143 
MRE. td palakakuneseininniveuninadewuaan tas 2 8 
ML @D ..scasniiiiesetieeiasorntincnanainol 2 6 


For delivery to commercial consumers (not for resale) in 
steel barrels 1d. per gallon less than can price, and for 
delivery in bulk to commercial consumers (not for resale), 
lid. less than can price. One penny per gallon to be added 
to all above prices when sold for delivery in Scotland o1 
Ireland. 

Maximum Retait PRICEs. a 

The maximum price at which Motor Spirit may ve sold by 
retail shall be the delivered price per gallon to the retailer, 
with an addition of fourpence halfpenny a gallon. Quanti- 
ties less than a gallon shall be sold at a price proportionate 
to that charge per gallon. Where Motor Spirit is delivered 
by retailer to a purchaser at any place other than the 
retailer’s place of business, an extra charge at the rate ot 
one penny for a gallon or for any part of a gallon may be 
added to the price permitted by this Order. 





THE NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT. 
Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section I. 
Sub-Section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1918, 
and No. 11 of the Statutory Rules and Orders No, 265 of 
1918, Non-Ferrous Metal Industry, that licences under the 
Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act have been granted by the 
Board of Trade to undermentioned companies or individuals : 
Anderson, Thomas and Co., Lid.. Norfolk House, 7, 
Laurence Pountney Hill, Cannon Street, E.C. 4. 
Goldwater, Abraham, 52, Fann Street, E.C.1. 
Lucroft, V. Baynes, 11-12, Bridgewater Street, B.C. 1. 


FOOD SECTION. 


DEADWEIGHT PRICES OF STOCK. 

The Press is requested to give publicity to the following 
alterations in the prices of graded cattle and sheep and of 
stock sold for slaughter on the dead-weight basis. These 
alterations affect live stock auctioneers, butchers, and in some 
cases farmers, and their attention is therefore particularly 
drawn to the statement. 

As from Thursday, 2nd October, the per head charge pay- 
able by buyers of cattle on the live-weight basis was increased 
from 2s. 4d. to 13s. per cwt. On the same date the buyer 
of sheep on the live-weight basis will pay at the rate of 
Is, 49d. per Ib. on the estimated dead weight, plus the valuc 
of the skin. 

As from Monday, 6th October. the price of home-killed 
beef sold at Government authorised slaughterhouses was 
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raised to Js. 3d. per lb., and of mutton to Is. 38d. per Jb. 


The prices of offal will remain as at present. 


Irom the same date (6th October) a Government charge 
of jd. per lb. in respect of cattle sold in the dead weight, 
will be deducted from the vendor, as is at present done in 
the case of sheep sold on the dead weight. The price payable 
to vendors of cattle on this basis will therefore be Is. 22d. 
per Ib. including increase to farmers. 

After allowing for the existing increases to farmers. which 
are not altered, the live-stock auctioneer will therefore have 
to collect for the Central Live Stock Fund 9s. per cwt. on 
live cattle, and 23d. per lb. of estimated weight of live 
sheep, together with the existing head charge of Is. 6d. 
payable by the vendor. The amount payable to farmers in 
respect of cattle and sheep of 4th grade sold on the dead- 
weight basis, will on and after 6th October be the amount 
realised, less, in every case, 3d. per lb. 

As from Monday, 6th October, new prices for beef and 
mutton come into force. The new prices represent an all- 
round increase in the wholesale and retail prices of twopence 
farthing per lb. No alteration is to be made in the price of 
pork and edible offals, and for the present the prices of veal 
will remain as announced. As from Monday the wholesale 
prices of meat will therefore be as follows :— 

Per stone ot & Ib. 
Home killed. Imported. 


Beet— a. @. s. dd. 
PT A a 10 0 £ 0 
ne en Tee 11 | Q 
TT CT OO 9 U ¢ 60 

Mutton and Lamb .................... 1 6 8 6 

ih ai i a eal 10.68 4 6 

| ESE ee ee Se ne ce a. oo > 10 


New schedules of retail prices will shortly be distributed 
to butchers for exhibition in their shops, but in the mean- 
time butchers should keep this notice for reference. They are 
authorised to add two pence per pound to the price of any 
joint or cut of meat specified on the uniform scale of maxi- 
mun retail prices for meat except in the following intances, 
in which cases the prices will be those specified below. Only 
one penny per lb. is to be added to the price of any kind of 
beef sausage or beef sausage meat, and no alteration is made 
in the price of bones :— 


LonpON aNd Home CountTliEs. 
Home killed. 
Price per Ib. 


Import ted. 


Pree per Jb. 


Bee{— Ss. d. C 
IN IE dcbeceddsewdicidercnss’ 1 10 ; <a 
Ditto Best Cut. ..............0.c000 111 1 & 
Se 1 9 1 © 
IN ists cdptiniinsiiicibddicaes 1 10 1 7 
ATE Re nent en eer 1 7 1 4 
CD ic la aE 1 6 1 3 
EE ivcdsusnderventveutcavstuumne 1 6 1 3 
BD | Fiasieleiraeeaienss 1 iI 1 8 

Mutton and Lamb— 

Loin, Chump End ................. 1 6 1 2 
Shoulders, Whole ................. 1 & 1 § 
Ditto Cut Knuckle End ........ 1 8 1 52 
Ditto Blade End .................. 1 8&2 l 3} 
Beef— ENGLAND AND WALES. 
WN TD heescncincoccvesscsin 1 9 1 6 
Thick Best Cut ................000. i i] Sa 
Thick Knuckle End .............. 1 6 1 3 
I IS scene cvnacnnnnassns 1 oy 1 6 
Chuck Back Ribs ................. 1 6 1 3 
(with Blade Bone) 
Ditto without Blade Bone ..... 1 7 | 4 
BES dntnsedinicussiassuntimesnes 1 8 1 5 
Top Best Cuts _................08. 1 9 1 6 
SI icincennceciccssevcasns 1 10 . 3 
Mutton and Lamb— 
Loin, Chump End ................ 1 6 1 3 
Shoulders (Whole) ............... 1 & } § 
Shoulders, Knuckle End ....... 1 8&2 1 5 
Shoulders, Blade End ...... .. 1 & 1 52 

Beef— SCOTLAND. | 
SE IES. « s cnvidavenexemecees 1 9 1 6 
I sie thiaraititebne eaten leach: 1 il 1 8 
A cre ae werner s 1 9 1 6 
a 1 6 1] @ 

Mutton and Lamb— 

Gamete (WATE)  «..-6<scccccsccssees. 1 9g 1 6 


These increases have been renderea necessary by the 
increased cost of production, which has compelled the 
Ministry to pay for fat stock on an ascending scale which 
permits farmers to meet the heavier costs of fattening stock 
during the period when feeding stutfs are short and ex- 
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pensive. These prices are necessary in order to create a 
reserve fund, out of which the heavier payments to farmers 
for stock slaughtered in the winter ana spring months will 
be met and are so calculated as to be just sufficient to meet 
this object and leave no profit of any sort in the hands of 
the Ministry. 





EMERGENCY ORDERS REVOKED 
The Food Controller has revoked some of the Orders made 
during the recent emergency. These are the Public Meals 
Order, which restricted the use of certain articles of food 
in catering establishments; the Sugar (Heturns) Order, and 
the Food Hoarding (Amendment) Order, which limited 
household supplies to seven days’ requirements. 





MAIZE. 

The Royal Commission on Wheat Supplies give notice that 
the restrictions imposed by the Directions dated 12th 
December, 1918, ceased to have efiect on 23rd September, 
i919, in so tar as the said Directions relate to maize and 
South African maize meal. 





PRICES OF VEAL. 

In view of the present emergency the Food Controller has 
decided to revoke the Veal (Restriction of Sales) Order, and, 
as from 29th Sepiember, veal may be soijd to registered 
customers by any general butcher. The maximum prices will 
be those which were in force when the recent restriction was 
placed on the sale of veal, and the retail prices are, con- 
sequently, still exhibited in butchers’ shops. The maximum 
wholesale price per stone of 8 lb. has been fixed at 7s. home- 
killed, and 5s. 10d. imported. 





IMPORTED MEAT (REQUISITION) ORDER 

The Food Controller has issued the Imported Meat 
(Reguisition) Order, which requires all persons owning or 
having power to dispose of imported meat which may arrive 
in the United Kingdom after 2nd October, 1919, to place 
such meat at his disposal, and to deliver it to him or to 
his order if so required. 

All importers affected by the Order must furnish returns 
immediately to the Ministry of Food relative to shipments 
of meat expected to arrive in this country after 2nd 
October’ Forms of return may be obtained from the 
Director of Meat Supplies, Room 203, Palace Chambers, 
Westminster, S.W. 

Importers are instructed, pending any action by the Food 
Controller with regard te the taking over of any meat 
affected by the Order, to proceed with the storage of such 
meat in accordance with their usual practice. 


RESTRICTION ON USE OF MARGARINE. 

With a view to conserving supplies of margarine for table 
and domestic purposes, the Food Controller has made an 
Order prohibiting the use of margarine in the manufacture 
for sale of any article. Manufacturers of cakes, biscuits, etc., 
will be allowed to use their stocks in hand, but afterwards 
will utilise lard, compound lard, dripping, or other suitable 
substitutes for margarine. 





tt, 


Commercial Returns. 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 40 weeks ended 2nd October, 
1919: — 























Week 41) Weeks | Week 40 Weeks 
ended | ended | ended ended 

— }2ni O-+t. | 2d cct,}/ 2d Oct., | Ind O't., 
| 1919. | 1919. | 1919. | 1919. 

| IMPORTS. | Exports. 

| Bales. | Bales. Bales | Bales. 
American - ..| 32.766 | 2.102.997 9205 35,641 
Brazilian _ sal 602 | 15,612 — £72 
East Indian .. ..| L813) | 105.734 7,675 | 44,164 
Egyptian "| 13563. | 343 495 347 | 49,907 
Miscellaneous as 1,770* | 183 904T 955 | 6,885 
Total ..| 50,514 | 2,801677 | 18,182 | 137,169 











~ *Including 134 bales Foreign East African. 

tIncluding 7,217 bales British West Indian, 8,007 bales 
British West African, 16,273 bales British East African, 
and 5,207 bales Foreign East African. 





COMMERCIAL RETURNS —cont:nued. 





CORN PRICES. 

Statement showing the average price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 4th 
October, 1919, and corresponding weeks of the seven 
previous years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1889. 








a ee, 








Average Price. 











_ Wheat. Barley. | Oats. 
ls do {| sad | 8 
Week ended 4th Oct.,1919 . ..' 73 4 94 4 | 59 6 
Corresponding week in— 
1912... “ - .., 31 10 30 4 19 5 
1913 é - wt = 29 1 17 10 
1914... ‘ - |  f 28 10 22 5 
1915... “ - ..| 44 1 | 41 0 26 5 
916 .. 2S ww tia eti‘(‘(<‘C; KD | CCS 30 9 
_ ” ee ..| 700 8 | 57 9 44 9 
1918 .. s+ _ | 72 8 | 6 3 50 9 


*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that 
where returns of purchases of British Corn are made to the 
local Inspector of Corn Returns in any other measure than 
the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure, 
that officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial 
bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of barley, and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of oats. 
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BOOKS ETC, RECEIVED. 





Vfficial Year Book of the Union of South Africa, 1910-17, 
Government Printing and Stationery Office, Pretoria. 
3s. net. 

The present issue carries statistical information, where 
possible, up to the 30th June, 1918. A considerable 
amount of additional information has been included—a 
section dealing with the origin and development of 
South African law; a section dealing with Health Statis- 
tics in the South-West African campaign; a note on 
State-Aid to Mining; and considerable amplification of 
Statistics in relation to Primary and Secondary Educa- 
tion, to the Factory Production of the Union, to Local 
Government, and to various other matters. 

In the Appendix will be found a variety of information 
principally embodying data of a more recent character, 
which it was not possible to include in the main body of 
the book before the latter was sent to press. 


The Journal of the Iron and Steel Institute.—Vol. XCIX, 
No. 1, 1919. Published at the offices of the Institute, 
25, Victoria Street, S.W.1. Contains the Report of 
the proceedings of the Annual Meeting held in London 
in May, 1919, together with the papers read on that 
occasion, also a report of the proceedings and speeches 
at the Annual Dinner on 8th May. Notes on the 
progress of the Home and Foreign Iron and Steel 
Industries, and a bibliography, complete the volume. 


Report en Brazil’s Trade and Industry in 1918. By E. Lloyd 
Rolfe, F.R.G.S., Secretary of the British Chamber of 
Commerce of Sio Paulo and Southern Brazil. 


Annual Report (1918-1919) of the British Chamber of Com- 
merce of Sado Paulo and Southern Brazil. 


The Russian Government’s Plan o 
Future Railroad Construction. 
The Urgent Problems of Rai'roa 
Construction in Russia, and 
Their Significance to Her 
Creditors. Published by the 
Future Russian Railroad Construc-| Youroveta Home and 
tion. Its Scope and Manner of{ Foreign Trade Co, 
Realisation. Inc., New York. 
Russia’s Export Trade in Timber and 
the Importance of the Forests of 
North European Russia. ... ...... 
The Status of the Private Railroad 
Business in Russia. ; 
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COLONIAL AND FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS 
RECEIVED. 





The following is a list of Colonial and Foreign Publica- 
tions on Trade and other subjects, recently received and 
fled for reference at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence) :— 


TRADE AND INDUSTRY. 
Effect of the War on Swedish Paper-Making Industry. 
“Weekly Bulletin’’ oo. 4th August 
Trade Opportunities in Egy 
“Weekly Bulletin’ PL aa lith August. 


TEXTILES. 
Cotton Carding and Yarn Production, 
“Canadian Textile Journal,” 19th August. 
Ginning and Ginneries in India, 
Manufacture of Leather Cloth in Japan. 
Prices of Cloth in India: A Statistical Examination. 
“Indian Textile Journal,’’ May, 1919. 
Wool Scouring Industry: Important Developments. 
“Science and Industry’’ (Melbourne), June. 


MACHINERY, ETC. 
Aleohol Engines: The Starting Problem Solved. 
“Science and Industry’ (Melbourne), June. 
Hydro-Electrical Developments at Shawinigan, Quebec. 
“Canadian Chemical Journal’ (Toronto), 2 August. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Palestine: Hydro-Electrical and Irrigation Projects. 
Spitzbergen : Coal Mining, W haling, etc., Possibilities. 
“Norwegian Trade Review,’ No. 2, 1919. 





OTHER PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
British india; ar 
Department of Statistics: . | 
Monthly Report of Cotton Spiining and Weaving in Indian Mills. 
May, 6] ’ 
Who Hesale and Retail Prices of Cereals, Produce, ¢te., for Fortnight 
ending 15th June, 1919. 
Annual Statement of the Sea-Borne Trade of British India with the 
British Empire and Foreign Countries, for Year 1917-18. Vol. 
Statistics of British India. Vol. Ill. Public Health. 





GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. REVENUE DEPARTMENT: 
Agricultural Statistics of Bengal for Year 1917-18. 
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE, PUSA: 
Cawnpore-American Cotton. An Account of Experiments, ete.. 1913-1917. 


Australia: 
INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY: 
The Prickly Pear in Australia. 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 
Government Railways and Tramways. Report for Year 1917-1918 
Canada: 
The Hydro-Electric Power Commission of the Provinee of Ontario. 
Eleventh Annual Report. i918. Vol. ILI. 


South Africa: 


Union OF SOUTH AFRICA: 
Estimates of Expenditure during the Year emiling 3lst March, 1920. 
Supplementary Estimates of Expenditure during the Year ending 3lst 
March, 1920. 
Estim: ates of the Revenue to be received during the Year ending 31st 
, March, 1920. 
teport of the Department of Native Affairs for the Years 1913 to 1918. 
Department of Agriculture: Citrus Growing in South Africa. Oranges, 
Lemons, Naartjes. ete. 
Province of Transvaal: Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure during 
the Year ending 3ist March, 1920. 
Report of Postmaster-General. 
Supplementary Estimates of Expenditure during the Year 1919-1920. 
Sudan: 
Sudan Notes and Records. No. 1. Vol. Lf. 
Hawaii: 
Utilisation of Banana Plant, ete., Fibres 
Trin'dad and Tobago: 


Bulletin of the Department of Agriculture. Part 1, Vol. xvii! 
Norway: 
Norwegian Trade Review. Ne. 2, 1919 


MOrocco: 
Sulletin of Casablanca Cuuaniber of Commere 
Persia: oe . 
Commercial Statistics of Persia for 1917-18 
Uruguay: :, 
Statistics of the Port of Montevideo for the Year 1918 


Wt M. ‘Commercial Counsellors, ‘Secretaries, Etc. 


The following is a list of the Commercial Diplomatic Appointments which have been made up to date. 1}: 
must be understood that the list is not final, as certainadditional appointments are under consideration. These 


will be announced in the ‘ 


“ Board of Trade Journal ’ 


"as soon as they are made, and the list as printed at 


present will be amended accordingly. Telegraphic addresses are given in brackets. 


EUROPE. 
FRANCE. 
J. Addison, Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. Embassy, 
Paris. 


Capt. Yeames, Acting Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Embassy, Paris. 
BELGIUM. 
R. F. H. Duke, M.B.E., Acting Commercial Secretary, 30, 
Boulevard de Waterloo, Brussels. 


é SWITZERLAND. 
J. R. Cahill, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Berne. 
NETHERLANDS. 


R. V. Laming, Acting Commercial Secretary, 16, Ketting- 
straat, The Hague. (‘‘Commintell, Hague.’’) 


DENMARK. 
R. M. Turner, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Copenhagen. (On Sick Leave.) 
. C. A. Carpenter, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Legation, Copenhagen. 


NORWAY... 
C. L. Paus, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Christiania. 
SPAIN AND PORTUGAL. 
H. M. Villiers, M.V.0O., Commercial Secretary, 22, 
Montalban, Madrid. (‘‘Commintell, Madrid.’’) 
Captain U. de B. Charles, Commercial Secretary, 22, 
Montalban, Madrid. (‘‘Commintell, Madrid.’’) — 
ITALY 
Sir E. H. Capel Cure, Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M 
Embassy, Rome. 


W. H. Haslam, Commercial Reenetery, H.B.M. Embassy, 


me. 
GREECE. 
EK. C. D. Rawlins, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Legation, Athens. 
ROUMANTA. 
A. A. Adams, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Bucharest. 
POLAND. 


R. E. Kimens, Acting Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Legation, Warsaw 
RUSSTA. 
J. Picton Bagge, Commercial Secretary. (Now at Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade.) 
TURKEY. 
Cant. C. H. Courthope-Munroe. Commercial Secretary, c/o 
British High Commissioner, Constantinople. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
J. J. Broderick, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, 
Washington. 
Lt.-Col. Maurice Alexander, C.M.G., Acting Commercial 
Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, Washington. 


LATIN AMERICA. 
ARGENTINE, 


H. O. Chalkley, Commercia! Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Buenos Aires. 
F. EK. Tirbutt, Acting Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Legation, Buenos Aires. 
~— BRAZIL. 
f. Hambloch, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Rio de Janeiro. 
E. Compton, Commercial Secretary, H B.M. Legation, Rie 
de Janeiro. 
CHILI. 
W. F. V. Scott, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Santiago. 
PERU AND ECUADOR 
F. wae Manners, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
ima. 


FAR EAST. 
CHINA. 


H. H. Fox, C.M.G., Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. Com. 
mercial Counsellor’s Office, Shanghai. (‘‘Commintell, 
Shanghai.’’) 

C. A. W. Rose, C.I.E., Commercial Secretary, H.B.M 
Legation, Peking. (““Commintell, Peking.’’) 

HONGKONG. 

H. J. Brett, Commercial Secretary, New Government 

Building. (‘‘Commintell. Hongkong.’’) 
JAPAN. 


E. T. F. Crowe, C.M.G., Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. 
Commercial Counsellor’s Office, Yokohama (Now at 
Department of Overseas Trade). 

H. A. F. Horne, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Commer- 
cial Counsellor’s Office, Yokohama. 


EGY PT. 
E. H. Mulock, H.M. Commercial Agent, c/o The 
Residency, Ramleh, Egvnt. 
AUSTRIA. 
0. S. Phillpotts, O.B.E., H M. Commercial Commissioner, 
c/o British Embasev Vienna 
GERMANY. 
Col. J. W. F. Thelwall, M.C., H.M. Commercial Commis- 
sioner, British Military Mission, Berlin. 





+ 
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in certain foreign countries in the interest ot British 


Trade :— 


Argentina. —~B: itish Chamber ot Commerce tor the Argentine 


Republic, Calle Reconquista 46, Buenos Aires. 


(Agent in 
House, 18, South Place, E.C. 2.) 


Belgium. —British Chamber of Commerce in 
(Incorp.), 2. Rue de la Bourse, Brussels. 


Brazil. —British Chamber of Commerce in Brazil. Rua da 
Quitanda, No. 143, Rio de Janeiro. 


British Chamber of Commerce of Sao Paulo and 
Southern Brazil. 26. Rua 15 de Novembro. Sac 


Paulo. 
Santos Branch.—25. Rua Santo Antonio. Santos. 


Porto Alegre Branch. 
Alegre. 


Bulgaria. —+« Turkey. 


tT 


a 


=) 


Chile—British Chamber of Commerce in the Kepublic 
Chile, Valparaiso. 


China.— 


Shanghai British Chamber of Commerce, 1. The Bund. 


Shanghai. 
Canton British Chamber of Commerce, Canton. 
Changsha Chamber of Commerce, Changsha. 
Chefoo Chamber of Commerce. Chefoo. 
Foochow Chamber of Commerce, Foochow. 


Hankow British Chamber of Commerce, British 
Municipal Council Buildings, Hankow. 


Harbin British Chamber of Commerce. Harbin. 


Mukden British Chamber ot Commerce, c/o British 
Consulate-General, Mukden. 


Newchwang British Chamber ot Commerce, c/o British 
Consulate, Newchwang. 

Peking British Chamber of 
Chambers, Peking. 

Swatow Chamber of Commerce, Swatow. 


Commerce, Culty 


Tientsin British Chamber of Commerce. Tientsin. 


Egypt. —British Chamber ot Commerce of Egypt, 6, Rue de 
l’Ancienne Bourse. Alexandria, and Savoy Chambers, 
Cairo. 

(Agents in Suez and London.—Messrs. Back and 
Manson, Egypt House, 36, New Broad St., E.C. 2.) 


France. —British Chamber of Commerce, Paris (Incorp.), 
6, Rue Halévy, Paris, [Xeme. 
(Correspondents in all the principal towns of France. 
Commercial Representative in France of the Com- 
monwealth of Australia.) 


The following is a list of Chambers of Commerce established 


London—Mr. J. Ballantyne. River Plat 


Beigium 


215. Rua dos Andradas. Porto 


0 ee ees 
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British Chamber otf Commerce tor the French Riviera 
and Principality ot Menace, 4, Avenue Massena, 


Nice. 


British Chamber ot Commerce, Marseilles, 2. Rue 


Keauvan. 


Germany (Oe upicd Territory).—British Chamber ot Com 


merce i: Germany. 1338. Hohestrassé, Cologne. 


Greece.— British Chamber of Commerce, 
Square, Athens, 


Italy.— British Chamber ot Commerce for ltaly, 7, Via 
Carlo Kelice. Genoa (with Sample Show Rooms for 
British goods). 


Branches— 
7), Via delle Terme, Rome. 
12. Via Silvio Pellico, Milan. 
Scali d’Azeghio 3 p. p., Leghorn. 
Via A Depretis, 31, Naples. 
Moroceo.— British Chamber oz Commerce tor Meroceco, 
Tangier. 


Persia.—British Chamber of Commerce. Bushire. 
British Chamber ot Commerce. Mohammerah. 


Persian Guif.—Basrah British Chamber o: Commerce, c/o 
Fastern Bank. Basrah. 


Portugal.—British Chamber of Commerce in Portugal. 4, Rua 
Victor Cordon. Lisbon. 


Branches— 
39, Rua do Choupelo, Vila Nova de Gaia, Oporto. 
81. Rua dos Netos, Funchal], Madeira. 


Roumania.—Sce Turkey. 
Serbia.— See Turkey. 


Spain. —British Chamber of Commerce for Spain, 9, Plaza 
de Cataluna. Barcelona. 
Branch.—Avenida Conde Penalver (Gran Via), 20, 
Madrid. (Delegates at Cartagena, Valencia, and 
Canary Islands.) 





Tunis.—British Chamber of Commerce, Rue Es-Sadikia, 35, 
Tunis. 


Turkey. —British Chamber of Comnierce of Turkey and the 
Balkan States (Inc.), 34-35, Buyuk Tunnel Han, Galata, 
Constantinople. 

Branch Secretaries in Belgrade. Bucharest, and Sofia. 


Uruguay.—British Chamber of Commerce in Uruguay, Calle 
Rincon, 506, Montevideo. 


N.B.—Some of these Chambers issue periodically a Journal 
or Annual Report, which may be inspected at the Department 
of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 





TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES IN LONDON OF THE SELF-GOVERNING DOMINIONS, ETC. 





These Enquiry Offices are maintained in London at the 
following addresses by the Governments indicated, viz.:— 


British India.—Trade Commissioner, 60, Winchester House, 
Old Broad Street, E.C. 2 


Dominion of Canada.—19, Victoria Street. S.W.1: also 
Portland House, Basinghall Street, E.C. 2 (Office of the 
Canadian Government Trade Commissioner). 


Commonwealth of Australia.-—Australia House, Strand, 
W.C. 2. 
New South Wales.—Sydney House, 26-7, Cockspur 
Street, Trafalgar Square, S.W. 1 


Victoria.—Melbourne Place, Strand, W.C. 2. 
Queensland.—409, West Strand, W.C. 2. 

South Australia.—112 Strand, W.C. 2. 

Western Australia.—Savoy House, 115-6, Strand, W.C.2. 
Tasmania.—56, Victoria Street, S.W.1. 


Dominion of New Zealand.—4138. Strand, W.C. 2. 


Union of South Africa. —Trade Commissioner, 90, CannoD 
Street, E.C. 4. 


Trade enquiries in regard to Rhodesia may be 1ade at the 
office of the British South Africa Co., 2, London Wall Build- 
ings, E.C. 2. 


OCTOBER G. 1919.7 
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BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE IN CERTAIN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


PrP _—_ 
7, St. Theodore’s 































































































